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Executive 
Summary
Kuhio Park is a 22-Acre, densely 
populated urban neighborhood located 
within Kalihi, a thriving community of 
Honolulu on the island of O‘ahu. Split 
by the Likelike Highway (Route 63), 
it is flanked by downtown Honolulu to 
the east and Mapunapuna, Moanalua 
and Salt Lake to the west. In 2013 
the Hawaii Public Housing Authority 
(HPHA) in partnership with The 
Michaels Development Company was 
awarded a Choice Neighborhood 
Initiative (CNI) planning grant focused 

on the redevelopment of the existing 
family public housing units at Kuhio 
Park Terrace and Kuhio Homes. 
Integral to the redevelopment of new 
and replacement housing and a critical 
element of this Master Plan will be its 
successful integration and connection 
with its immediate surroundings and the 
greater Kalihi neighborhood.  WRNS 
Studio Hawai’i (WRNS), an established 
architecture and planning firm, has 
been retained to lead this charrette 
process and Master Planning effort.

Kalihi Stream
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The overall vision for Kalihi is of a livable, 
sustainable urban community with a balance 
of employment, residential, and recreational 
uses that all enjoy high quality transit access 
– especially to the planned Light Rail system 
-- and will reflect the area’s central location 
and diverse cultural heritage. Simply put, 
the vision focuses on turning Kalihi into a 
destination “place of choice and pride”, and 
this sentiment is in perfect alignment with the 
specific vision for Kuhio Park. 

The vision for the redevelopment of the 
overall Kuhio Park community -- bounded 
by School Street to the north, Middle 
Street on the west, H1 to the south, and 
Kalihi Stream on the east -- focuses on the 
creation of a pedestrian friendly and safe 
environment with access to quality of life 
amenities, including adequate recreation 
and open space, workforce opportunities, 
an appropriate mix of basic services such 
as education, health and social services and 
most critically, affordable mixed-income 

housing . Specific to housing – the focus 
of this report and WRNS’ principal master 
planning effort – the team’s strategy focuses 
on the creation of housing units appropriate 
for a variety of household types that will 
incorporate modern amenities, accessibility, 
‘visit ability’, universal design, as well as 
the precepts of sustainability.  Along with 
the redevelopment already completed at 
Kuhio Park, the Master Plan for this housing 
redevelopment will align with and support the 
City’s overall vision and goals as stated in the 
City and County of Honolulu Consolidated 
Plan 2010-2015, the Kalihi Neighborhood 
Transit Oriented Development Plan, and 
the City and County of Honolulu’s FY2010 
Sustainable Community Challenge Grant 
Plan. 

The master planning team employed a 
“charrette” process – a concentrated 
design effort that emphasizes community 
and stakeholder input and participation. 
The several charrettes conducted involved 

residents of Kuhio Park, elected officials, 
adjacent landowners and residents, 
representatives of numerous City and 
County agencies, local service providers 
and members of the HPHA) and The 
Michaels team. Within the charrette process 
community members were given direct 
access to the design team, and were able to 
express their concerns and aspirations for 
their Kuhio Park community.

The resulting Kuhio Park Master Plan builds 
upon the many plans previously generated, 
but creates a more sustainable vision for the 
target study area. The Master Plan:

•	 Provides a mix of modern, energy 
efficient residential units of varying 
types and sizes, (with an emphasis 
on ground-level units for families) 
that not only replaces the existing 
174 Low-Rise/Kuhio Homes units 
identified for replacement, but adds 
an additional 175 units plus a new, 
85-unit senior housing facility ;
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CONCEPTUAL RENDERING - “BIRD’S EYE VIEW – OF PROPOSED NEW REPLACEMENT HOUSING ON  KUHIO PARK’S LOW-RISE AND KUHIO 
HOMES PARCELS

KUHIO PARK MASTER PLAN - HOUSING COMPONENT

•	 Provides for a series of new, 
accessible connections – pedestrian 
and vehicular – within Kuhio Park 
and between Kuhio Park and the 
surrounding, target neighborhood;

•	 Creates a network of public open spaces 
and pedestrian-oriented environments;

•	 Provides a number of culturally 
appropriate common buildings and 
gathering spaces to be used by both 
Kuhio Park residents and members 
of the surrounding neighborhood; 

•	 Identifies potential enhancements 
to the neighborhood’s retail 
environment  serving to encourage 
additional retail development;

•	 Identifies potential streetscape 
and street section modifications 
focused on increasing accessibility 
and pedestrian safety;

•	 Provides amenities, such as the 
perimeter pathway (“fitness loop”) 

and Market Halé, amenities focused 
on supporting healthy lifestyles;

•	 Provides for, through the building and 
site concepts advanced, a sustainable 
community that efficiently manages 
its energy and water consumption, 
and manages the flow of storm water 
through the site and into Kalihi Stream;

•	 Provides for the transformation of Kalihi 
Stream from a safety and security issue 
to a significant neighborhood amenity. 

All of these aspects of the Master Plan – as 
well as many others – are detailed in the 
sections that follow
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KUHIO PARK
Photo of existing public housing devel-
opment showing both low rise and the 
renovated 17-story tower beyond. 

THE “ROUND HOUSE”
Conceptual rendering of the proposed 
“Round House” and community space, 
with low-rise replacement housing in 
the foreground, existing towers in the 
background.

COMMUNITY 
CHARRETTE #1
Kuhio Park residents review and 
comment on housing density options. 

“BIRD’S EYE “ VIEW - OF PROPOSED NEW REPLACEMENT HOUSING ON KUHIO PARK’S LOW-RISE AND KUHIO HOMES PARCELS.

KUHIO PARK MASTER PLAN – HOUSING AND NEIGHBORHOOD COMPONENTS



Master Planning
& Sustainability
The need for more thoughtful 
sustainability focused planning and 
design has never been more acute 
in Hawaii and even more so on Oahu 
and in Honolulu. The opportunity to 
apply the precepts of sustainability to 
effect positive change in the State’s 
communities is gaining momentum, as 
evidenced by Hawaii’s Department of 
Education (DOE), who is embarking 
on a multiyear program to harness 
sustainable energy and modernize its 
255 + campuses. Called ‘Ka Hei’ - 
which according to Hawaiian tradition 

refers to a type of snare used by the 
Hawaiian god Maui to capture the 
sun – this effort involves installation 
of sustainable energy generation 
equipment in all public schools 
statewide, development of sustainability-
focused planning standards and 
guidelines for new and existing schools 
and perhaps most important of all, it will 
sponsor and support greater educational 
opportunities to engage students, staff, 
and communities in energy awareness 
and in the critical disciplines of science, 
technology, engineering and math.
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KALIHI STREAM
Kalihi stream can be a sustainable asset for 
the Kuhio Park Community, if properly man-
aged and cared for. 

STORM WATER 
MANAGEMENT
With minimal existing infrastructure in place 
to handle storm water run-off, green roofs 
as components on the new residential struc-
tures will serve to help sustainably handle 
storm events in both Kuhio Park and the 
surrounding neighborhood. 

SOLAR ENERGY
Integrating the installation of new, high-
efficiency solar panels into the design of the 
new structures will serve to decrease Kuhio 
Park’s electrical power requirements, in spite 
of an increase in housing density. 

With WRNS retained as the DOE’s state-
wide/system-wide ‘Sustainability Advisors’ as 
part of the Ka Hei program, the opportunity 
to leverage the knowledge gained from the 
firm’s involvement in this important initiative 
has already benefited this updated Kuhio 
Park Master Plan. This knowledge and its 
very local application, along with the goals 
advanced in the ‘LEED for Neighborhood 
Development’ criteria, have helped frame 
the team’s approach to this master planning 
effort, an approach defined as one of 
“holistic sustainability”, which promotes 
not only environmental stewardship, but 
social and economic justice as well. Even 
more specific to Hawaii – beyond the 
metrics and design criteria around LEED 

for Neighborhood Development – is the 
Hawaii State Department of Health’s Healthy 
Community Design Smart Growth Checklist 
(a copy of this checklist is included in the 
“Appendices” section of this Charrette 
Report). The recommendations embodied in 
the master plan – both in the Housing and 
Neighborhood components – closely follow, 
where directly applicable, the community 
design concepts described as part of the 
checklist’s “Healthy Built Environment Best 
Practices”.  

 The master plan, when executed, will help 
establish Kuhio Park and its surrounding 
neighborhood as a vibrant, equitable 
community - one whose new buildings and 

infrastructure will serve to reduce energy 
and water and a more sustainable use of 
materials, all in support of a healthy, walkable, 
and connected community. 

TOP: THERE IS GREAT CONCERN IN THE 
COMMUNITY FOR KALIHI STREAM AND THE 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT IT SUPPORTS 
 
BOTTOM LEFT: PLANTINGS BORDERING 
PAVED AREAS – SUCH AS IN THIS BIOSWALE 
– CAN PROVIDE NATURAL STORM WATER 
FILTRATION 
 
BOTTOM RIGHT: PLANTINGS SUPPORT 
AESTHETICS AND SHADE BUT ALSO – AS IN 
THE CASE OF THESE NATIVE FRUIT BEARING 
TREES – CAN PROVIDE IMPORTANT 
CULTURAL CONNECTIONS



Charrette 
Goals
The Kuhio Park study area is located in 
Honolulu’s greater Kalihi neighborhood. 
In the post-missionary era, Kuhio Park 
was one of the first to be populated, 
essentially with single family homes. 
By the early 1900s, it was a residential 
district of middle- and upper-class 
Hawaiians and part-Hawaiians. Over 
time, the area evolved into middle and 
working-class residential neighborhood 
with a diverse mix of families. Rapid 
and mostly unplanned development 

brought parks and schools, thriving 
businesses and industrial districts to 
the larger, surrounding neighborhood. 
Development occurred before the 
establishment of codes for regulating the 
form and function of streets, resulting 
in a lack of sidewalks, proper drainage, 
and underground utilities. Starting in the 
1960s, typical inner-city urban problems 
defined the greater Kalihi neighborhood 
for many on Oahu, with Kuhio Park 
squarely in its geographic center. 

Historic Honolulu near Kalihi
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The Kuhio Park neighborhood is situated 
between several freeways, highways, and 
major through fares with easily accessed 
points of ingress and egress – a significant 
positive. It supports a high concentration 
of public and subsidized housing, with the 
immediate neighborhood surrounding Kuhio 
Park made up primarily of single-family 
homes populated largely with low-income 
households. The specific study area, 
consisting of Kuhio Park Terrace, Kuhio 
Park Low Rises, and Kuhio Homes make up 
one of the State of Hawaii’s largest public 
housing projects. Despite years of federal 
oversight and receipt of federal funds, these 
properties suffered considerably from age, 
wear and tear. They were also designed and 
built prior to the Americans with Disabilities 
Act and as a consequence, do not adequately 
serve community’s disabled residents.  On 
May 12, 2011, HPHA executed a ground 
lease and sale of Kuhio Park Terrace to the 
Hawaii Public Housing Authority and The 
Michaels Development Group, successfully 
transferring the property to a new public-
private partnership to leverage mixed 
sources of finance. Utilizing private funds, 
LIHTC, and other sources, the completion of 
this transaction allowed the commencement 
of major capital repairs and modernization.  
The Towers at Kuhio Park have successfully 
been transformed via a dramatic renovation 
from 555 outdated public housing units into 
a mix of renovated public housing, project-
based Section 8, and affordable and market 
rate homes. The renovation of the Towers 
at Kuhio Park has created momentum 
for further progress, and with the Choice 
Neighborhoods Initiative Planning Grant 
in-hand, the creation of a Master Plan for the 
replacement of the Kuhio Park Low Rises 
and the Kuhio Homes is now underway. 

Today, Kuhio Park – an approximately 
22 acre site -- consists of the following 
elements:

•	 Kuhio Park Terrace Towers: 555 
renovated units in two, sixteen-story 
high-rise buildings ranging from 1 to 3 
bedrooms, with seventeen units used 
for social service support space;

•	 Kuhio Park Low Rises: 40 4-bedroom 
units in 1 and 2 story multi-family 
low-rise buildings. One of the units 
was demolished and is now the site 

of the community garden. One serves 
as an on-site manager’s unit;

•	 Kuhio Homes: 134 units in 1 
and 2 story townhouse buildings 
ranging from 1 to 5 bedrooms;

•	 Renovated Community Hall 
located behind Tower A; 

•	 Teen Center/Solid Rock Church – a 
single story building behind Tower B;

•	 Kahale Okamehaikana Resource 
Center – centered between Tower 
A and Tower B and occupied largely 
by Parents and Children Together 
(PACT) and Department of Human 
Services (providing case management 
and a variety of social service 
programs).  The facility includes a 
large gym with basketball courts;

•	 Linapuni Elementary School – Pre-K 
to 1st Grade public early learning 
school.  The Pre-K is the only public 
facility in the DOE’s system and 
serves approximately 240 students;

•	 Teen Center/Solid Rock Church – a 
single-story building behind Tower B.

The community has controlled vehicle 
entrances at both entries into the community 
(N. School Street and Kam IV Road).

The Kuhio Park Low Rises and Kuhio Homes 
occupy the portion of Kuhio Park cradled 
by Linapuni Street to the south, North 
School Street to the north-east and the 
predominately single-family home residential 
neighborhood to the north. The parcel is also 
bisected by Ahonui Street, which intersects 
with Linapuni to the west and North School 
to the north-east. The Kuhio Park Low Rises 
(40 Units) were originally occupied in 1965, 
the Kuhio Homes in 1953. Both possess 
Real Estate Assessment Center (REAC) 
“scores” -- a methodology used to assess a 
property’s physical condition -- of 58, with 
‘60’ representing a passing score. Based on 
the condition of the units, the way they were 
originally constructed, and the fact that they 
have reached the end of their intended life-
span, a plan is being developed to replace 
rather than renovate as was done for the 
Towers. Such a replacement project would 
make it both easier and more cost-effective 
to create housing that will meet current 
accessibility and energy efficiency standards 
and most critically, an environment more in-

tune with the needs of its residents and the 
community. 

The Kuhio Park project goal is to address the 
aforementioned deficiencies and to develop 
recommendations for transformation of the 
Kuhio Park Low Rises and Kuhio Homes site 
that include:  

•	 The creation of housing appropriate 
for a variety of household types;

•	 The creation of housing that 
incorporate modern amenities, “visit 
ability”, and universal design;

•	 The creation of housing that 
incorporates ‘green’ technologies 
and the precepts of sustainability; 

•	 The creation of a housing community that 
promotes safety and “defensible” space;

•	 The creation of a housing 
community that promotes healthy 
choices and healthy outcomes;

•	 The creation of a housing community that 
promotes fair housing and choice through 
discrimination-free, quality management. 

•	 The creation of a housing community 
its’ residents will take pride in, and 
will serve as a catalyst for the further 
redevelopment and improvement of the 
greater Kuhio Park neighborhood.   

1. THE RENOVATED KUHIO PARK TOWERS

2. LINAPUNI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 
ADJACENT TO THE KUHIO PARK 
DEVELOPMENT

3. THE HALÉ ADJACENT TO THE EXISTING 
PACT BUILDING

4. THE KKV COMPREHENSIVE FAMILY 
SERVICES WELLNESS CENTER

1

2

3 4
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1 
 

Introducing (L-R):  
Co-Chair and Former                             

Representative, Dennis Arakaki,  
Dr. David Derauf, Executive 

Director- KKV 
 

Introduction of 
The Michaels Development Company, 

Hawaii Public Housing Authority 
Representative and the Team 
– Steering Committee Chair, 

Sam Aiona 
 

 
 
 
 

City & County of Honolulu / Michaels Development Company / Hawaii Public Housing Authority 
 

CHOICE NEIGHBORHOODS INITIATIVE PLANNING GRANT 
Kuhio Park Neighborhood 

Neighborhood Task Force Community Wide Meeting 
Dole Intermediate School Cafeteria * 1803 Kamehameha IV Rd. 

July 23, 2013 @ 6:00 PM 
 

1. Welcome and Opening Remarks  
 Councilmember Joey Manahan, 
Chair, Neighborhood Task Force 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introducing (L-R): Ramona Mullahey, HUD, 
Michael Formby, Executive Director-Dept. of Transportation Services, 
Dr. Amy Agbayani, Director- UH Student Equity, Excellence & Diversity 

 

Choice Neighborhoods 
Initiative Planning Grant
In August 2011 the Michaels Development Company, in partnership with 
the HPHA and EJP applied to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) and were successfully awarded a planning grant under 
the Choice Neighborhoods Initiative (CNI). The full grant application outlines 
in detail the challenges facing the Kuhio Park complex and as well as the 
opportunities presented by the recent renovation of the Kuhio Park Towers 
and the planning and investments related to the new Honolulu Rail Corridor 
and its potential impact on the greater Kalihi neighborhood .

The redevelopment of the Kuhio Park Low Rises and Kuhio Homes should 
help further integrate the Kuhio Park site and its immediate surroundings 
with the vision for Kalihi - a vibrant urban neighborhood. Chapter 5: ‘Planning 
Context’ describes some of the relevant existing planning documents in 
more detail.

On January 12, 2012, HUD Regional Administrator Ophelia Basgal 
announced the award of the  Choice Neighborhoods Planning Grant to the 
partnership of the Michaels Development Company, the HPHA and EJP.

THE ANOHUI GATE: ONE OF THE GATES THAT CONTROL ACCESS TO AND FROM KUHIO PARK AND THE SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOODS REPORT DETAILING THE JULY 2013 COMMUNITY MEETING ANNOUNCING THE CNI PLANNING GRANT
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KUHIO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD
TRANSFORMATION PLAN
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3. Aloha Island Mart

5. Jack in the Box
6. Kam IV East Food Deli-Grocers

9. K&G Grocery
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10. S&P Kitchen
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12. Middle Street Meat Market

4. 7-Eleven

2. Kalihi Market

13. Kamehameha Shopping Center
14. Walgreens
15. Dillingham Shopping Plaza
16. Waiakamilo Shopping Center
17. Kapalama Shopping Center

21. Kalihi Waena Elementary School

18. Linapuni Elementary School
SCHOOLS

22. Dole Middle School
23. Kaewai Elementary School
24. Kapalama Elementary School

19. Fern Elementary Schoool
20. St. John the Baptist Catholic School

25. Kalihi Palama Public Library
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28. KKV Comprehensive Family Service Wellness Center

29. Kuhio Park Terrace Family Center
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42. Higashi Hongwanji Mission

47. Kamehameha Field

44. Kalihi-Waena Neighborhood Park
43. Kamehameha Community Park
PARK/PLAYGROUNDS

48. Kalihi Valley District Park
49. Dole Middle School Swimming Pool

46. Fern Playground
45. Kuhio Park

54. Bank of Hawaii
55. American Saving Bank
56. Territorial Saving Bank

53. Hawaii National Bank

50. Bank of Hawaii
BANKS

51. House of Finance
52. Bank of Hawaii

57. Kalihi Transit Center
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

58. Kalihi Police Department
PUBLIC SAFETY

1-MILE RADIUS MAP
Date : 04.30.2014

Kuhio Park & The 
Greater Kalihi 
Neighborhood



22 |  KU H IO PAR K N E IG H BOR HOOD CHAR R ETTE R E PORT  |  WR NS STU DIO HAWAI’ I WR NS STU DIO HAWAI’ I  |  KU H IO PAR K N E IG H BOR HOOD CHAR R ETTE R E PORT  |  23

The Kuhio Park Low Rises and Kuhio Homes target study area 
represents the next major step towards the complete renovation and 
upgrade of Kuhio Park, an important element of Honolulu’s vision for 
the surrounding Kalihi neighborhood. Its’ site of 22 acres, served by 
the major arterials Kam IV and North School Street, make the study 
area critical to the success multiple planning policies. Beyond the 
challenge of the redevelopment of the Kuhio Park Low Rises and 
Kuhio Homes, design and planning decisions supporting this project 
have the potential for far-reaching and positive implications beyond 
the specific study area boundaries.

1 To provide affordable 
housing choices that 

meet current standards in re-
gard to accessibility, sustain-
ability, services, and amenities;

2 To better integrate the 
study area with the 

rest of the Kuhio Park neigh-
borhood itself as well as its 
surrounding context;

3 To better integrate 
and connect 

the study area to the 
surrounding greater Kalihii 

THE CHALLENGE FOR THE KUHIO PARK LOW RISES AND KUHIO HOMES 
MASTER PLANNING STUDY IS THREEFOLD:

The Project Challenge

1

2 3

4

5 6

TYPICAL NEIGHBORHOOD STREET 
CONDITION

Furthermore, a series of specific urban 
design challenges need to be addressed in 
order to realize the vision of transforming the 
study area. These would include:

•	 As a largely residential neighborhood 
served by small commercial concerns, 
the neighborhood possesses no real 
‘economic engines’. Consequently, and 
based on the level of mobility related to 
household income levels, connections 
to such economic and job opportunities 
via not only autos but public transit 
(especially the planned Light Rail 
system), bike lanes, pedestrian 
pathways are critically important and 
need to be created and/or improved;

•	 As a largely residential neighborhood, 
the residents of Kuhio Park require 
easy and safe access to the basic 
amenities necessary to support a 
vibrant, mixed-use neighborhood. 

Stores, services, and entertainment 
are all located either at the perimeters 
or outside of the study area;

•	 Rapid and uncontrolled development 
has shaped an urban form characterized 
by either wide streets designed for fast 
commuter traffic or narrow streets with 
a lack of sidewalks, street lighting and/
or few street improvements. Along with 
many awkward street and pedestrian 
connections, the environment is not 
conducive to walking and biking, 
especially for school-aged children;

•	 The study area is located only a 
short drive from Honolulu’s central 
core and is served by reasonably 
good transit connections. It will 
be important to preserve these 
existing routes and connections but 
even more critical to create viable, 
multi-modal connections to Kalihi’s 
planned Light Rail system stations. 

Chapter 4: “Existing Conditions” describes 
existing conditions in the study area in further 
detail.

1. SIDEWALK CONDITIONS AT N. SCHOOL 
AND LINAPUNI STREETS

2. RICHARD LANE UNDERPASS HAS 
BEEN IDENTIFIED BY RESIDENTS AS A 
SAFETY AND SECURITY CONCERN

3. THE MAIN GATE AND GUARDSHACK 
AT KUHIO PARK’S LINAPUNI STREET 
ENTRY

4. AHONUI STREET IS ONE OF THE FEW 
STREETS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
WITH CONTINUOUS SIDEWALKS

5. KUHIO PARK TO KALIHI WAENA 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PEDESTRIAN 
ACCESS

6. PARKING ADJACENT TO TRAVEL LANES 
IS A SIGNIFICANT IMPEDIMENT TO 
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
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The Charrette Process
The project team employed a three-phased 
charrette process to create an interactive 
planning framework involving residents, 
stakeholders, and decision makers. The 
idea behind a charrette is multi-fold: the 
process is normally held at or near the 
project location, allowing immediate 
access to the project site with the benefit 
of being able to explore existing site 
conditions with stakeholders. It also allows 
immediate interaction with stakeholders, 
current residents, and decision makers. 
In some cases the charrette allows the 
community to experience components of 
the design process taking place, and to 
provide comments in real-time all leading 
to a more transparent and inclusive 
process. The first day of each of the two-
day charettes included meetings with 
selected stakeholder groups where they 
could be scheduled, and then an evening 
session with Kuhio Park residents. The 
second day included an all-day series of 

CNI/Task Force Committee meetings and 
then an evening session that was open to 
the neighborhood.  The charrettes took 
place first, from April 30th to May 1st, the 
second from May 28th to May 29th, and 
the third from June 25th to June 26th, 
2014. For the third charrette, the Kuhio 
Park residents and the neighborhood 
meeting were consolidated into one, 
Wednesday evening session. During each 
of the two-day events,  the team met with 
residents, stakeholders, representatives 
of public agencies, public safety, property 
owners, elected officials as well as the 
members of the Michaels Development 
Company and the HPHA, the principal 
project initiators and owners/managers of 
the of the target study area. With guidance 
from residents, stakeholders, and decision 
makers the charrette team advanced 
through the following:

CHARRETTE #1: APRIL 30TH 

TO MAY 1ST, 2014
The goal of this first charrette was to 
introduce the team and the master planning 
process; set the overall vision, goals, and 
schedule; review the site’s existing conditions 
as related to opportunities and constraints; 
confirm and update the comments and 
input developed through the many previous 
community outreach sessions; and begin the 
discussion around potential development 
alternatives. After an introduction to the 
larger group, residents broke into smaller 
groups and circulated through five“stations” 
that each featured specific issues (e.g., 
security, open space, landscape, amenities, 
transportation, housing typologies, the 
relocation process, etc.). These stations, 
each manned by one of the WRNS team 
members, had appropriate graphics prepared 
(maps, photos) that helped to support and 
illustrate the particular issues being featured.  
This structure enabled the team to remind 

residents, as they circulated from station-to-
station, of what input was previously offered 
regarding a specific issue, and provided 
them a more personal opportunity to provide 
additional input.  Comments were recorded 
on maps and poster board, and at the end of 
the evening, each station’s “findings” were 
presented to the larger group. 

The discussions included: 

•	 Review goals/vision of master 
planning process;

•	 Review/confirm existing conditions;

•	 Review/discuss results of previous 
community outreach sessions; 

•	 Review/discuss previous 
target area studies;

•	 Distribute and lay out target area 
maps/neighborhood maps;

•	 Review site access and discuss street/
pedestrian pathway alternatives; 

•	 Determine and locate open 
space opportunities;

•	 Review and discuss housing unit types/
densities, potential site layouts;

•	 Review and discuss the potentials 
of creating a unique community 
architecture and sense of place.

CHARRETTE #2: MAY 28TH 
TO MAY 29TH, 2014
Between the two charrettes, the team 
developed conceptual planning alternatives, 
each based on the criteria advanced in 
Charrette #1. These were presented to and 
discussed by the residents and stakeholders, 
with those comments focusing on the 
advancement of a preferred development 
approach. In the larger group, the design 
team reviewed the findings of Charrette 
#1, let the residents know what the team 
did between that event and Charrette #2, 
quickly introduced the various alternatives, 
and then broke up into smaller groups by 
again, creating stations. Each of the three 
stations, manned by a WRNS team member, 
emphasized specific aspects of the planning 
alternatives – amenities and public safety, 
landscape and open space, and housing. 
Residents circulated from station-to-station 
and had an opportunity to discuss materials 
presented, gain a deeper understanding of 
the design/planning concept that supported 

it, and then provided comments and critique. 
Comments were recorded directly on the site 
plans as well as on poster boards.

The discussions included: 

•	 Summary of the Charrette #1 
process and product;

•	 Summary of existing conditions and 
opportunities and constraints

•	 Presentation/discussion around 
each of the conceptual planning 
alternatives (and identification of their 
respective positives and negatives);

•	 Discussion around the advancement 
of a preferred conceptual 
planning alternatives.

•	 Discussion around a potential 
project phasing plan.

CHARRETTE #3: JUNE 25TH 
TO JUNE 26TH, 2014
Between the Charrettes #2 and #3, the team 
developed and refined a preferred alternative 
based on the comments advanced in 
Charrette #2. This more refined scheme was 
presented and critiqued by the residents 
and stakeholders, with those comments 
focusing on the finalization of the preferred 
development approach. In the larger group, 
we reviewed the findings of Charrette #2, 
let the residents know what the team did 
between that event and Charrette #3, 
quickly introduced the preferred alternative, 
and then broke up into smaller groups by 
again, creating stations. Each of the three 
stations, manned by a WRNS team member, 
featured the same preferred alternative but 
emphasized specific aspects of the preferred 
master plan concept. Residents then had an 
opportunity to discuss the concept, discuss 
further the design/planning concepts that 
supported it, and then provided additional 
comments and critique. In the CNI Task 
Force committee, discussions took place 
focusing on a review of the process, and next 
steps for the overall Kuhio Neighborhood 
Transformation Plan process.

The discussions included: 

•	 Summary of the Charrette #2 
process and product;

•	 Presentation/discussion around 
the preferred planning alternative 
(and identification of its respective 
positives and negatives);

•	 Development of a proposed 
project phasing plan;

•	 Discussion around next steps. 

The relationship between the proposed 
design recommendations and the City and 
County’s existing planning framework was 
of particular concern, especially as related 
to the ability of the existing infrastructure 
to support higher density development. The 
charrette team also strove to integrate its 
planning concepts with the overall vision for 
the Kalihi community.

WRNS TEAM MEMBERS HELPED TO LEAD THE CHARRETTE PROCESS



May 1, 2014 Task Force 
Meeting #1

Review Phase #1 and all 
previous efforts

–

Charrette & 
Task Force 
Meeting 
Schedule
The word ‘charrette’ is derived from the French 
word for ‘cart’ used at the school  ‘Ecole Des 
Beaux Arts’ in Paris. In the 19th century, 
proctors would circulate through the studio 
with these charrettes at the deadline hour, 
collecting student’s drawings for delivery to the 
instructors for critique. Now the word conveys 
a sense of the intense, concentrated effort, 
a tool for moving a complex project effort 
through phases of planning and design quickly 
and efficiently. A well-conducted charrette 
pulls the right people with the necessary skills 
together to establish and confirm goals and/
or make decisions within a short period of time 
while saving substantial energy, time and often, 
money. 

THURSDAY: MAY 1,2014

THURSDAY: MAY 29,2014

THURSDAY: JUNE 26,2014

THURSDAY: AUGUST 21,2014

TIME MEETINGS DESCRIPTION

PHASE THREE

PHASE  FOUR

PHASE  FIVE

JUNE 26, 
2014

JULY 24, 
2014

AUG 21, 
2014

JUNE 25, 
2014

TASK 
FORCE 
MEETING #3

Task Force 
Meeting #4

Task Force 
MEETING #5

CHARRETTE 
#3

Review Phase three 
efforts
Draft master plan 
Charrette Report

Review phase four 
alternatives, make 
selections
Final master plan 
charrette report

Review Phase five efforts

Report to Kuhio Park 
Residents

–

–

–

Presentation to Kuhio Park Residents: 
•	 Findings from Charrette #2
•	 Update on planning activities
•	 Introduce a more developed preferred 

alternative
Break into small groups to visit stations on 
distinct topics:
•	 Give more in-depth information on 

concept
•	 Allow for further comments/critique
Reconvene attendees to:
•	 Share a summary of the comments/

critique
•	 Summarize planning process from 

Charrette #1
•	 Discuss the next steps in the 

development process

DATE MEETINGS ACTIVITIES FOCUS

PHASE ONE

PHASE  TWO

DATE

April 3, 2014

April 30, 
2014

May 29, 
2014

May 29, 
2014

May 1, 2014

May 29, 
2014

MEETINGS

kick-off 
meeting

CHARRETTE 
#1

CHARRETTE 
#2

Task Force 
Meeting #2

Neighborhood 
Meeting #1

Neighborhood 
Meeting #2

ACTIVITIES

Data gathering, existing 
conditions, opportunities 
& constrains

Engage Kuhio Park 
Residents

Test alternatives 
neighborhood residents
Refinement of preferred 
alternative

Review phase two 
alternatives, make 
selections

Engage neighborhood 
Residents

Test Alternatives 
Neighborhood Residents

FOCUS

–

Update Kuhio Park Residents on: 
•	 Master planner architect role in the 

planning process;
•	 Master Planning process, timeline &  

milestones;
•	 Goals and possible housing alternatives
Break into small groups to visit stations on 
distinct topics:
•	 Visit previous input on conditions and 

needs
•	 Allow personal input on current 

conditions/concerns
Reconvene attendees to:
•	 Share recorded input from stations

Presentation to Kuhio Park Residents: 
•	 Findings from Charrette #1
•	 Update on planning activities
•	 Introduce alternatives
Break into small groups to visit stations on 
each alternative to:
•	 Give more in-depth information on 

concepts
•	 Allow for comments/critique
Reconvene attendees to:
•	 Share a summary of the comments/

critique
•	 Conduct a discussion for consensus 

on preferred alternative

–

Update the Neighborhood Residents on: 
•	 Master planner architect role in the 

planning process;
•	 Master Planning process, timeline &  

milestones;
•	 Goals and possible housing alternatives
Break into small groups to visit stations on 
distinct topics:
•	 Visit previous input on conditions and 

needs
•	 Allow personal input on current 

conditions/concerns
Reconvene attendees to:
•	 Share recorded input from stations

Presentation to Kuhio Park Residents: 
•	 Finding from Charrette #1
•	 Update on planning activities
•	 Introduce alternatives
Break into small groups to visit stations on 
each alternative to:
•	 Give more in-depth information on 

concepts
•	 Allow for comments and critique
Reconvene attendees to:
•	 Share a summary of the comments/

critique
•	 Conduct a discussion for consensus 

on preferred alternative

8:30 AM

10:00 AM

11:30 AM

1:00 PM

2:30 PM

8:30 AM

11:30 AM

10:00 AM

2:30 PM

1:00 PM

8:30 AM

10:00 AM

11:30 AM

1:00 AM

10:00 AM

8:30 AM

1:00 PM

11:30 AM

2:30 PM

5:30 PM

2:30 PM

Meeting #2

Meeting #1

Meeting #2

Meeting #1

Meeting #2

Meeting #3

Meeting #3

Meeting #4

Meeting #3

Meeting #4

Meeting #1

Meeting #2

Meeting #1

Meeting #2

Meeting #3

Meeting #4

Meeting #3

Meeting #4

Meeting #4

Charrette #3b

Meeting #1

Steering Committee

Neighborhood Task Force

Housing Task Force

People Task Force

Education Task Force

Steering Committee

Housing Task Force

Neighborhood Task Force

Education Task Force

People Task Force

Steering Committee

Neighborhood Task Force

Housing Task Force

People Task Force

Neighborhood Task Force

Steering Committee

People Task Force

Housing Task Force

Education Task Force

Neighborhood Residents

Education Task Force

CNI TASK FORCE COMMITTEE 
MEETING SCHEDULE



Existing 
Conditions
Honolulu, located on the island of Oahu, 
is the main gateway into Hawaii and a 
major gateway into the United States. 
It is the commercial center of Hawaii 
and is 93.01 square miles and spreads 
throughout the southeastern shores of 
Oahu, from Pearl Harbor to Makapuu 
Point, encompassing the world famous 
Waikiki beach.  As the State’s Capital and 
major trading center, it has developed into 
a modern city acting as a natural gateway 
to the islands’ large tourism industry, 
which brings millions of visitors to the City 

and contributes $10 billion annually to 
the local economy. The largest city and 
airport in the Hawaiian Islands, Honolulu’s 
location in the Pacific also makes 
it a large business and trading hub, 
particularly between the East and the 
West and serves as the major financial 
center of the islands and of the greater 
Pacific region. Other important aspects 
of the city’s economy include military 
defense, research and development, and 
manufacturing.

Honolulu from Diamond Head, looking towards Kalihi
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Honolulu is home to the majority of O`ahu’s 
diverse population. According to the 2010 
U.S. Census, the population of the greater 
Honolulu area was 390,738. Of those, 
192,781 (49.3%) were male and 197,957 
(50.7%) were female. The median age for 
males was 40.0 and 43.0 for females; the 
overall median age was 41.3. Approximately 
84.7% of the total population was 16 years 
and over; 82.6% were 18 years and over, 
78.8% were 21 years and over, 21.4% 
were 62 years and over, and 17.8% were 
65 years and over. In terms of race and 
ethnicity, 63.2% were Asian-Pacific Islander, 
17.9% were White, 1.5% were Black or 
African American, 0.2% were American 
Indian or Alaska Native, 8.4% were Native 
Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, 0.8% 
were from “some other race”, and 16.3% 
were from two or more races. Hispanics 
and Latinos of any race made up 5.4% of 
the population. In 1970, the Census Bureau 
reported Honolulu’s population as 33.9% 
white and 53.7% Asian and Pacific Islander. 
Asian Americans represent the majority of 
Honolulu’s population. Japanese Americans 
represent 19.9% of the population; 
Filipino Americans represent 13.2% of 
the population. Chinese American made 
up 10.4% of the population. People solely 
of Native Hawaiian ancestry made up just 
3.2% of the population. Samoan Americans 
made up 1.5% of the population. People of 
Guamanian or Chamorro descent made up 
0.2% of the population and numbered 841 
residents. 

Hawaii’s economy –the epicenter of which 
is Honolulu -- has steadily improved over 
the last few years with employment growth 
anticipated to average approximately 2% 
going forward. Specifically, the Honolulu 
area is experiencing a boom in construction 
and more is planned, predominately focused 
on infrastructure improvements (e.g., the 
planned Light Rail system) and higher-end, 
high-rise housing. According to recent 
economic projections, it is highly unlikely 
office buildings of any substantial scope will 
be developed in the near future, particularly 
in the Kuhio neighborhood as there are 
no significant commercial zoned parcels 
available. While there is a severe shortage 
anticipated for urban industrial parks in 
Honolulu, there are no industrial zoned 
parcels within the Kuhio neighborhood as 

well and even if that were not the case, such 
a use may be incompatible with the largely 
residential scale of the neighborhood. 
However, the retail sector exhibits the 
strongest demand and based on market 
study models, there is a projected demand 
by 2017 for between 5,000 – 7,000 SF of 
additional retail space in the immediate 
neighborhood.

Specific to housing, the cost of living in 
Honolulu is 67.1% greater than the national 
average due to its isolated island location. 
The states’s 2013 median income was 
$86,300/year for a family of four, while 
housing costs averaged approximately 
$600,000.  Accordingly, to afford a home 
family income needs to be $120,000/
year as per recent estimates.  According to 
the 2011 Hawaii Housing Planning Study, 
the state needs 50,000 housing units to 
meet the population’s demand by 2016 
and of those 50,000 units, approximately 
19,000 units would need to be affordable to 
families that earn less than 80 percent of the 
state’s median income. In Kuhio, where the 
majority of Kuhio neighborhood and Kuhio 
Park residents earn substantially less than 
the area’s median, the problem of housing 
affordability is exacerbated.

CULTURE AND GEOGRAPHY
Kalihi, in which the Kuhio neighborhood 
is located,  was the name of the ahupua’a 
(ancient land division) between Kahauiki and 
Kapālama in the Kona (now Honolulu) district 
of O`ahu. The ahupua`a consisted of Kalihi 
Uka, Kalihi Waena and Kalihi Kai. Historically, 
Kalihi Kai was the site of the former Leprosy 
Receiving Station, where those suspected 
of leprosy were examined prior to treatment 
or being sent to Kalaupapa on the island 
of Moloka`i. Kalihi was also known for its 
fishponds, Āpili, Pahouiki, Pahounui, Auiki, 
and Ananoho, near the present Sand Island 
Access Road (Route 64), all of which have 
since been filled in. The harbormaster of 
Kamehameha I, Captain Alexander Adams, 
maintained a residence near the Āpili pond. 
The name comes from Kalihi which means 
“the edge” in the Hawaiian language, and 
was used for districts on other islands.  The 
area was thought to be named by Prince Lot 
(the future King Kamehameha V) in 1856. 

Kalihi Valley has been carved by Kalihi 
Stream, which flanks Kuhio Park to the 
south and east.  The stream is narrow and 
steep in its upper reaches, heavily vegetated 
as it flows by the neighborhood, and then 
widens out to flatlands as it approaches 
Honolulu Harbor. The lower valley in which 
the Kuhio neighborhood is located has been 
a residential area for a considerable time and 
is home to numerous tracts of older houses. 
Land uses become commercial and maritime 
close to the water.

TOP PHOTO: THE KALIHI AHUPUA’A  
 
BOTTOM PHOTO: THE KALIHI 
NEIGHBORHOOD  IS STRATEGICALLY 
LOCATED WITHIN THE GREATER HONOLULU 
URBAN CORRIDOR AND IS WELL-SERVED 
BY BOTH PUBLIC TRANSIT AND MAJOR 
HIGHWAYS

The Kalihi Ahupua’a | Photo Courtesy of Kanuck Tam via flickr
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Neighborhood 
Character
The neighborhood surrounding the study 
area and its vicinity is characterized by 
single-family dwellings on minimum 500 SF 
lots, typical of older, more densely developed 
residential neighborhoods. Kuhio Park sits 
on land within what is largely a single family 
residential neighborhood, interspersed with 
a variety of smaller-scale retail and service 
establishments. Kalihi Stream – a major 
community marker -- runs east to west on the 
south side of the Kuhio property. The overall 

topography, which is generally flat, slopes 
gently past existing buildings and drops 
sharply with the approach of the stream’s 
edge.

Perhaps the most telling characteristic of the 
neighborhood is the condition of its streets 
and sidewalks (or lack thereof). Studies 
indicate that over 54 percent of all curb 
length in and around the neighborhood lack 
sidewalks -- less than one-third of what is 

TYPICAL KALIHI TARGET NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS – FEW 
SIDEWALKS AND LACK OF A STORM DRAIN SYSTEM

KUHIO PARK IS FORTUNATE TO HAVE A SUBSTANTIAL COVER 
OF MATURE TREES

MOST NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS – LIKE THIS SOLE 
KALIHI STREAM CROSSING – ARE NOT ADA ACCESSIBLE

THE BLOCK-BY-BLOCK SURVEY DOCUMENTED PROPERLY CONDITIONS WITHIN THE TARGET NEIGHBORHOOD

OVERHEAD UTILITIES ARE ONE OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD’S PRINCIPLE 
VISUAL FEATURES

KUHIO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD
TRANSFORMATION PLAN
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BLOCK BY BLOCK SURVEY
Date : 06.25.2014

Unsatisfactory

Good

Fair

Needs Improvement

Vacant Lot

Neutral

Kalihi Palama 
Public Library

Bishop Museum

KKV Dental Clinic &
Job Training Center

Kokua Kalihi Valley
Main Clinic (KKV)

Sunny’s Mart

Kalihi Gift Shop

Tasty Chop Suey

Freedom

Mixed Retail

Gulick Delicatessan

Kamehameha 
Shopping Center

7-Eleven
Gas Station

Aloha Island
Gas Station/Mart

Safety LoanJack in 
the Box

Kam IV Fast Food
Deli-Grocers

Middle Street
Meat Market

Chevron 
Gas Station

T&L
Market

S&P
Kitchen

Cash & Plus

KS 
Market

Island Sign

Fort Shafter
Hair-Nails Beauty

EBJ Mini Mart
Modern Fashion

R.V. Automotive

Royce’s Mini Mart
Shafter Pawn

Fastop
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Samoan Full 
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typical in other areas in the City. The quality of 
the streets and this lack of sidewalks impairs 
residents’ ability to comfortably and safely 
walk to and from their destinations and thus, 
negatively impacts their ability to access 
schools, services, and public transportation. 
The problem is especially acute as related 
to school-age children, where safe walking 
routes to and from school are an essential 
component of a healthy community. 
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ZONING MAP
Date : 08.21.2014
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ASSETS & AMENITIES
Kuhio Park is served by a variety of institutions, 
as well as smaller scale neighborhood-focused 
businesses. 

EXISTING TREE CANOPY
Kuhio Park is fortunate to have considerable 
cover provided by mature trees. 

ZONING MAP
Existing zoning in haphazard was completed 
largely after development patterns were 
established. 
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COMPONENT MAP
Date : 04.30.2014

Neighborhood Component

Housing Component 0 125 250 500 1000 ft

Documenting Existing Conditions
Prior to generation of planning alternatives and in preparation 
for the charrette process, the design team generated a series of 
community and neighborhood maps documenting and analyzing 
existing conditions. The Component Map below highlights the 
two principle areas of this master plan’s concern and scope  – 
one, the housing component focusing on the creation of both 
replacement and new residential units in Kuhio Park; and two, the 
neighborhood component, focusing on the surrounding “target” 
neighborhood and the development of specific improvements



Planning 
Context

of retail and social services. As well, 
the neighborhood has good vehicular 
connections to downtown Honolulu and 
all points throughout the island, but the 
connections within the neighborhood – 
largely due to lack of planning and the 
lack of adequate infrastructure – are 
weak and in many cases represent a limit 
to proper growth and redevelopment of 
the existing neighborhood. 

Kuhio Park and much of the greater 
Kalihi neighborhood was as much 
shaped by a lack of planning as it was 
any deliberate, institutionalized planning 
effort by the State, City or County.  In 
spite of this lack of planning and the 
economic challenges many of the area’s 
residents face, the neighborhood has 
developed into a culturally diverse and 
vibrant community with an abundance 

The Existing  
Planning Context

Kuhio Park Towers
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Since 2000, there have been a number of 
plans and initiatives developed to not only 
address these connection and infrastructure 
issues, but to also address the island’s shortage 
of affordable housing. These plans include:

•	 The City and County of Honolulu 
Consolidated Plan, 2011 – 2015: 
This plan concentrates on housing, 
focusing on increasing the number 
of homeowners, helping to correct 
physical conditions on deteriorating 
homes, constructing/preserving special 
needs housing, and helping to provide 
housing for persons suffering from 
HIV/AIDS. As well, the plan identifies 
opportunities for new rental housing 
along the planned Light Rail route and 
infill housing in existing urban areas;

•	 The Kalihi Neighborhood Transit 
Oriented Development Plan, September 

2012: This plan focuses on the 
preparation of  mixed-use, Transit 
Oriented Developments (TOD’s) to be 
developed around proposed Light Rail 
stations, including the stations planned 
for the greater Kalihi neighborhood 
(Middle Street, Kalihi, Palama);

•	 The Kalihi-Palama Action Plan: This 
plan was developed to align with and 
supplement the O`ahu General Plan and 
the Primary Urban Center Development 
Plan (completed in September, 2004), 
and creates a vision for the Kalihi 
neighborhood focusing on celebrating 
the neighborhood’s cultural diversity; 
enhancing vehicular, pedestrian, 
bicycle connections; strengthening 
the neighborhood’s economic base; 
expanding housing opportunities; 
creating a quality educational system; 
and improving residents’ quality of life 

through the creation of more open 
space, community-based services, 
public safety, and community spirit. 

The Master Planning for Kuhio Park and 
its surrounding neighborhood – and 
the final CNI Kuhio Park Neighborhood 
Transformation Plan – will be compatible 
and complimentary with these plans and 
studies. As elements as identified in the 
TOD plans and the Kalihi-Palama Action 
Plan are developed, it can only represent 
greater opportunities for the residents of 
Kuhio Park. The key will be the strengthening 
and enhancements of the connections both 
within the Kuhio Park neighborhood and 
between Kuhio Park and the greater Kalihi 
neighborhood. These connections, along 
with enhanced housing opportunities, will 
serve to better physically and economically 
integrate Kuhio Park within its surrounding 
neighborhood. 

September 2012

Prepared by

Kalihi 
Neighborhood Transit-Oriented 
Development Plan
Public Review Draft

City and County of Honolulu

iHonolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project Urban Design Guidelines

August 2011 – Final 

Prepared for:
City and County of Honolulu

Prepared by:
Parsons Brinckerhoff’s 
PlaceMaking Group

URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINESHONOLULU HIGH-CAPACITY
TRANSIT CORRIDOR PROJECT

AMENDED OCTOBER 3, 2002 (RESOLUTION 02-205, CD1)

HONOLULU PLAN HIGHLIGHTING LIGHT RAIL ROUTE AND TOD PLANNING DISTRICTS



EXISTING LAND USE IN THE KALIHI NEIGHBORHOOD TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT PLAN. KUHIO PARK – WITH RESIDENTS HIGHLY 
DEPENDENT ON PUBLIC TRANSIT– SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THIS DEVELOPMENT PLAN AREA. CURRENTLY IT IS NOT. 

PLANNED LAND-USE CHANGES POINT TO SOME UP-ZONING (AND INCREASED MAXIMUM HEIGHT LIMITS) FOR THE TOD DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN AREA.



You’re Invited !! 
 

DOLE 
INTERMEDIATE 

 SCHOOL 
CAFETERIA 

1803 Kamehameha IV Rd
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 23, 2013 
6:00pm - 7:00pm 

Wednesday 

 
Join Councilman Joey Manahan, Hawaii 
Public Housing Authority, The Michaels 

Development and your neighbors!!

~ TELL US ~ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD? 

 

WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT IT? 

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE 
DIFFERENT? 

 
 

YOUR THOUGHTS AND VISION 
ARE NEEDED. 

 
TOGETHER WE CAN 

CHANGE KALIHI! 
~~~~~~~~~~

Chili & Rice 
being served 

~~~~~~~~~

Community 
Outreach

Hawaii Literacy

HOPE, Inc.

Kalihi-Palama Neighborhood Board

Kokua Kalihi Valley (KKV)

Parents and Children Together (PACT)

Pioneering Healthier Communities

Tower Resident Association

Transformation Steering Committee

Housing Task Force

People Task Force

Neighborhood Task Force

Education Task Force

Faith Action for Community Equity (FACE)

Farrington School Complex

Community Partners

THE COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROCESS HAS BEEN INCLUSIVE AND COMPREHENSIVE



44 |  KU H IO PAR K N E IG H BOR HOOD CHAR R ETTE R E PORT  |  WR NS STU DIO HAWAI’ I WR NS STU DIO HAWAI’ I  |  KU H IO PAR K N E IG H BOR HOOD CHAR R ETTE R E PORT  |  45

We have organized these ‘extracted’ 
comments into four principal categories: 
Assets & Amenities, Landscape & Open 
Space, Public Safety & Getting around 
(Transportation), and Housing.

ASSETS & AMENITIES
•	 There is a lack of neighborhood-

serving retail and services;

•	 Most of the neighborhood’s existing 
retail not visually appealing;

•	 Sunny’s Market – underage 
drinking, potential hang-out spot. It 
is visually unappealing, but marks 
a principal entry to Kuhio Park;

•	 Most retail of “convenience” type – 
these facilities barely meet the basic 
needs of Kuhio Park residents;

•	 Residents have to drive or take 
public transit to access full-service 
grocery or other retail services;

•	 There is a need for more recreational 
facilities and programs  for 
youth  in Kuhio Park -- would 
help to avoid youth hanging out 
in surrounding neighborhood;

•	 There is a need for an additional gym;

•	 There is a need for more youth programs 
(clinics, camps, tutoring, computer labs 
at recreation  centers, college prep, 
arts, sports leagues and equipment);

•	 There is a need for spaces to support 
small Kuhio Park resident’s business 
enterprises  (place to sell local crafts);

•	 There is a need for dedicated 
space for a Farmer’s Market.

LANDSCAPE & OPEN SPACE
•	 There is a general lack of parks and 

open space in the neighborhood;

•	 There is a need for  ‘pavilions’ for family 
BBQ’s and community gatherings;

•	 There is a need for more 
playground surfaces;

•	 There is a need for open 
areas for outdoor sports;

•	 There is a need for a variety of outdoor 
spaces appropriate to different 
age groups (would be safer);

•	 There is a need for better 
maintained playgrounds;

•	 Kalihi Stream is an asset – it needs to 
transform from a security problem to 
an environmental learning area (arts, 
Farmer’s Market) and an asset;

•	 Need better pedestrian connection 
to existing public parks, especially 
Fern Community Park (the only public 
park in the “target study area”);

•	 There is a need for Linapuni 
Street to be less of a barrier and 
more of a landscape element.

PUBLIC SAFETY &  
GETTING AROUND
•	 Public Safety (crime concerns)

•	 Richard Lane: The freeway underpass 
is a magnet for underage drinking 
and general problematic activities. It is 
often littered with broken bottles and 
garbage, and it is a haven for loitering, 
late-night noise, violence and theft. As it 
passes under freeway it is a significant 
blind spot, and needs lighting;

•	 Pedestrian bridges from Kuhio Park to 
adjacent property and over Kalihi Stream 
to Kalihi Waena Elementary are safety 
issues and are not ADA accessible;

•	 Sunny’s Market: It is a ‘hang-out’ spot 
and is another haven for underage 
drinking and other potentially 
illegal activities (drug sales);

•	 Kalihi Stream: It is a haven for 
teen misbehavior, illegal activities, 
loitering, and stream dumping.  The 
stream is not well-maintained;

•	 Linapuni Elementary School:  The 
school needs to be monitored 
on evenings and weekends;

•	 KKV Clinic:  The clinic has also 
become a loitering spot;

•	 Specific to Kuhio Park, look into bringing 
back the curfew for younger generations 
and enforce those curfews that do exist. 

PUBLIC TRANSIT
•	 There is a need for improved bus 

stops and safer access to them – 
the need shelter, seating, enhanced 
schedule and route information;

•	 Bus stops need to be safer – there 
is an issue at the corner of N. School 
and Linapuni, where longer buses 
block often the intersection when 
picking-up/dropping-off passengers;

•	 The is a need to plan for more 
frequent connections to planned 
Middle Street Light Rail Station;

•	 There is a general need for safe 
and convenient, and accessible 
access to public transit.

Prior to the commencement of the Master Planning process 
and as part of the process to successfully secure the CNI 
Transformation Grant, a number of resident and neighborhood 
meetings were conducted, all focusing on the future of Kuhio Park 
and the surrounding neighborhood. As well, detailed resident surveys 
were conducted to gain a deeper understanding of residents’ specific 
demographics, needs, concerns, and the critical issues that impact 
the quality of their lives and that of their families. The Master Planning 
team, after reviewing meeting notes and associated data, extracted 
a number of comments that represent the issues most critical to 
both Kuhio Park and neighborhood residents. While many of these 
comments relate to policy and operational issues, they do serve to 
inform the way the team approaches the development of physical 
planning alternatives. 

•	 Roads and Pedestrian Pathways

•	 Pedestrian safety is a concern 
throughout the community, 
especially at and around schools;

•	 Most streets have no sidewalks – 
this is a major concern and impacts 
convenient and safe access to retail, 
services, and especially schools;

•	 Many streets have potholes 
that need to be repaired;

•	 Where sidewalks exist, many are sloped 
making walking difficult. Also, cars park 
on sidewalks or trash cans are placed on 
sidewalk, forcing pedestrians (especially 
school children) into busy streets;

•	 Street safety at Linapuni Elementary 
is a major concern – created by 
difficult parking situation;

•	 Ahonui Street: the barricade that blocks 
off Ahonui St. is creating a traffic and 
parking problem and makes parking 
worse on Kino Street and Hulali 
Place – it is difficult for residents on 
those small streets to find parking;

•	 Kamehameha IV Road from N. School 
Street to the freeway suffers from a  
lack of sidewalks, and homeowners 
further encroach on the street’s right-of-
way (landscaping, rock walls, driveways, 
etc.). Also, the street is subject to 
heavy non-neighborhood traffic;

•	 There are general problems with 
the nature of the roads that do 
exist – improper road sections and 
lack of storm drainage allows water 
to flow onto adjacent properties.

PARKING
•	 Parking is in issue throughout 

the Kalihi neighborhood;

•	 There is a need for more 
reinforcement from HPD to cite 
cars parking on “sidewalks”; 

•	 For new housing at Kuhio Park, 
there is a need more parking spaces 
per unit since many extended 
families will occupy one unit;

•	 Strict parking policies at Kuhio Park 
has created parking problems in 
the surrounding neighborhood; 

•	 In the surrounding neighborhood the 
same is true – extended families equal 
more cars equals parking problems. 
If the home is rented, the owner may 
have his/her car stored there, further 
restricting parking by tenants.

BICYCLE PATHS
•	 There is a need to quickly institute 

and link into State, City and County 
bike plans; bike share; bike lanes;

•	 There is a need to make the creation of 
a bike path on Middle Street a priority.

OTHER RELATED ISSUES 

•	 There is a need to deal with  abandoned 
vehicles in a timely manner, and 
develop a way to encourage residents 
to report abandoned vehicles;

•	 There is a need to enhance traffic 
signage neighborhood-wide. 
Make stop signs more visible so 
people can see them at night; 

•	 There is a need to control litter 
throughout community, especially 
on sidewalks and at Sonny’s 
Mart and Richard Lane;

•	 There is a need to better enforce building 
and zoning codes throughout community;

•	 There is a need for centralized 
reporting process for security issues.

HOUSING
•	 There is a need for a greater number 

of larger units and those that are 
appropriate for a variety of household 
types (extended and multi-generational);

•	 There is a need/desire for 
backyard spaces;

•	 For new housing at Kuhio Park, there 
is a need more parking spaces per unit 
since many extended, multi-generational 
families will occupy one unit;

•	 There is a need for housing that 
has a high proportion of accessible 
units (universal design);

•	 There is a need for housing that 
incorporates “visitability”;

•	 There is a need for housing that 
is energy efficient and takes 
advantage of the local climate.

The issues identified above, as well 
as additional input from Michaels 
Development Company, the HPHA, and 
EJP provided the foundation for structuring 
necessary community outreach specific 
to the Master Planning process.  For the 
Housing Component, and Neighborhood 
Components, the community outreach 
process was accommodated via the three 
Community Charrettes. Neighborhood 
meetings, the CNI Task Force, as well as 
a nu,ber of more focused meetings with 
residents and community leaders. 
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KUHIO PARK SITE PLAN BY BELT, LEMMON AND LO, 1962

Project 
Opportunities

Towers (Towers A and B), 572 units 
ranging from 1 to 3 bedrooms in the 
two sixteen story high-rise towers; 
the Kuhio Park Low Rises of 42 4 
bedroom units in 1 and 2 story multi-
family low-rise buildings; and the Kuhio 
Homes of 134 units in 1 and 2 story 
townhouse-type buildings ranging 
from 1 to 5 bedrooms. Support 
facilities included  a Community Hall 
located behind Tower A; a Community 
Resource Center centered between 
Towers A and Tower B; Linapuni 
Elementary School, a Pre-K to 1st 
Grade public early learning school; and 
controlled vehicle entrances at both 
entries into the community (School 
Street and Kam IV Road).

The history of development in the 
Kuhio Park target study area has, 
as previously discussed, created a 
number of challenges for the public 
housing project. Development started 
as ‘Kalihi war homes’, a 248-unit 
war housing project was completed 
on the site in March 1945 built with 
construction funds from the Federal 
Public Housing Authority.  The Towers 
and Low-Rise units were planned and 
designed in 1962 by Belt, Lemmon 
& Lo and constructed in 1962 by the 
Hawaiian Dredging and Construction 
Company, a subsidiary of Dillingham 
Corporation.

Originally, housing at Kuhio Park 
consisted of Kuhio Park Terrace 

Connecting and  
Unifying the Site
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KUHIO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD
TRANSFORMATION PLAN

SITE PLAN
Date : 06.25.2014

According to the Colliers Hawaii Consulting 
and Research (CHCR) Kuhio Park Choice 
Neighborhood Commercial Demand Study, 
dated October 7, 2013, the Kalihi “sub-market” is 
comprised of over 4 million square feet of retail 
space. Specific to the target study area, the services 
and shops that do exist are within a five-minute 
walking distance from most points within the 
neighborhood and are handicapped accessible. On 
the perimeter of the Kuhio Park are a neighborhood 
grocery store and a fabric shop. Located a block 
away are fast food establishments and convenience 
stores, and a quarter mile east is the Kamehameha 
Shopping center, which includes a drug store, large 
local supermarket, a City and County of Honolulu 
district park, several small restaurants and a popular 
fast food drive-in. In spite of these neighborhood 

Retail Development 
Opportunities

resources and the resources that exist in the 
greater Kalihi neighborhood, there remains a 
desire among Kuhio Park residents for higher 
quality, convenient, and more easily accessible 
retail services. Specifically and as per the Pacific 
Resources for Education and Learning’s (PREL) 
final report, Results of Kuhio Park Neighborhood 
Needs Assessment Administration Surrounding     
Neighborhood, dated February 27, 2014, residents 
who responded to the assessment most frequently 
cited the need for a neighborhood food store and/
or farmer’s market and even a Laundromat (a large 
laundry facility exists in Tower B). Other highly 
needed neighborhood businesses and/or amenities 
include a clothing store, pharmacy, health clinic, 
bookstore, library, more useable outside space, 
indoor space, and a senior center. 

As further described in the “PROJECT 
CHALLENGES” section, development 
around Kuhio Park happened in a largely 
unplanned fashion, surrounding the 
public housing project and in effect, 
creating somewhat of an isolated 
an ‘island’ within the neighborhood. 
Consequently and as a result of this lack 
of planned development, connections to 
the surrounding neighborhood and what 
services that exist are weak (lack of basic 
infrastructure such as sidewalks, lighting, 
drainage, adequate street sections, etc.). As 
well, the ‘island’ that is Kuhio Park is itself 
bisected by Linapuni Street, separating the 
community into two very distinct zones – 
the ‘Towers’ and the ‘Low-Rise’. Through 
selected realignment of streets, design 

THIS EARLY CONCEPTUAL SKETCH BEGINS TO IDENTIFY IMPROVEMENTS TO SPECIFIC STREETS AND ADDITIONAL POTENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS THAT 
WILL RESPOND TO RESIDENTS’’ DIRECT CONCERNS AND BEST SERVE TO STRENGTHEN AND/OR CREATE CRITICAL NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS

SUNNY’S OCCUPIES A STRATEGIC LOCATION AT ONE OF THE PRINCIPLE 
ENTRIES TO KUHIO PARK, BUT HAS  BEEN IDENTIFIED BY RESIDENTS 
AS A SAFETY AND SECURITY CONCERN

EXISTING RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS COULD BENEFIT BY SIMPLE PHYSICAL 
UPGRADES

FARMER’S MARKETS AND RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS THAT FEATURE FRESH 
PRODUCE AND LOCAL FOOD PRODUCTS CAN SUPPORT MORE HEALTHY 
LIFESTYLES FOR KUHIO PARK AND NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTS ALIKE. 

of appropriate street sections (“Complete 
Streets”), strategic streetscape and 
landscape improvements, the Master plan 
will look to:

•	Physically strengthen the vehicular and 
pedestrian connections between Kuhio 
Park and its surrounding neighborhood 
such that it becomes an integrated part 
of the greater Kalihi neighborhood, and;

•	 Through proposed modifications 
to Linapuni Street and appropriate 
planning of the new and replacement 
residential units, unify the Towers and 
Low-Rise zones such that the identity 
of Kuhio Park is further strengthened 
as a place of “choice and pride.” 
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Demand for retail services in greater Kalihi 
neighborhood is strong and the CHCR 
study indicates that there remains a positive 
demand for additional retail services within 
the primary trade area, which includes Kuhio 
Park. Their “gap analysis” report indicates 
that there are consumer expenditures for 
general merchandise, food and drinking 
establishments and clothing that are being 
spent outside of the target market, pointing 
to retail development opportunities near or 
adjacent to the target study area ranging in 
size from 5,000 to 7,000 square feet. The 
market would support retailer categories 
such as a pharmacy/convenience store, 
grocery food market, locally-based fast food 
(e.g., plate lunch, snacks, bentos), area for 
expanded farmer’s market and/or swap 
meets, and incubator store space that could 
provide sales space for items manufactured 
by Kuhio Park residents. 

In their study, CHCR went on to identify 
six potential options for retail-oriented 
development within and adjacent to the 
target study area. With limited vacant land 
available for expansion, these opportunities 
are focused on both creating on-site retail 
space (that is, utilizing existing facilities 

within the boundaries of Kuhio Park), 
as well as the  possible acquisition and 
redevelopment of existing, privately-owned 
commercial retail properties on N. School 
Street, all at or near the intersection of 
Linapuni.  

Creating rental retail space on the Kuhio 
Park site itself is a potential, but would 
require modifications to ownership and 
operating agreements between a number 
of parties, and may also impact currently 
existing or planned funding/financing 
strategies. More visible and impactful would 
be the redevelopment of the retail facilities 
that do exist within convenient walking 
distance of Kuhio Park  and neighborhood 
residents. The right redevelopment and 
proper management would serve to attract 
a mix of desired businesses. Combined 
with infrastructure improvements that 
would enhance accessibility, safety, and 
convenience, the residents would have easy 
access to quality neighborhood retail that 
would serve to meet most all immediate 
needs.  

This CHCR study was used by the design 
team to develop key retail-oriented 

recommendations in the “Charrette 
Recommendations” section of this report. 

LEFT: SMALLER SCALE, OLDER RETAIL ON 
THE ISLAND OF MAUI IS TRADITIONAL IN 
FORM, AND CREATES A WALKABLE STREET 
FRONT WITH GOOD ACCESS

RIGHT: NEWER RETAIL – THIS IS IN 
HAWAII  ON THE BIG ISLAND – EMBRACES 
TRADITIONAL FORM AND CREATES A 
VARIETY OF SEATING AND GATHERING 
SPACES ALONG THE LENGTH OF THE 
STREET FRONT

Public Transit 
Opportunities
The Kuhio Park neighborhood area is well 
served by ‘The Bus’, the City and County 
of Honolulu’s public transit system. The 
Middle and North School Street corridor – 
including Kam IV -- is served by a number of 
routes (1L, 2, 2L, W3, 7, etc.) with relatively 
frequent service and a number of stops 
near the intersection of Linapuni and North 
School Street. Some of these routes also 
connect with the Kalihi Bus Facility, where 
transfers to additional routes accessing 
many points throughout Honolulu and 
Oahu can be made. As well, the Handi-
Van – the public ‘Paratransit’ system -- is 
a curb-to-curb, shared-ride service that 
complements The Bus and is specific to 
those with disabilities who cannot easily 
access standard transit vehicles. Use of 
public transit by Kuhio Park residents is 
comparatively high (34% based on recent 
resident surveys), but many continue to 
comment that better and more frequent 
service is desirable. Currently there is 
no scheduled public transit route along 
Linapuni Street (Handi-Van will pick up 
on Lilipuni), and this may contribute to the 

perception that bus service is lacking. If 
such a route is instituted, it would represent 
an added convenience for all Kuhio Park 
residents. 

A new and significant opportunity to help 
connect Kuhio Park residents to greater 
Honolulu and the access to services and 
economic opportunities that represents will 
be HART’s planned Light Rail system. Three 
stations are planned in Kalihi, the closest 
being the Middle Street Station (#13). This 
new station, combined with the existing 
Kalihi Transit Center will serve as one of the 
City’s principal multi-modal facilities.  While 
the location is over three-quarters of a mile 
from the center of Kuhio Park and thus at 
the outer limit of a typical and convenient 
walking distance, opportunities still exist 
to enhance both pedestrian and bicycle 
access from Kuhio Park to and from the 
future Middle Street Station. More critical 
will be the need to enhance the currently 
existing bus connections between Kuhio 
Park and this future station and the existing 
Kalihi Transit Center.  

Encouraging the use of public transit in any 
community is good public policy, but more 
so in Honolulu where traffic is a serious 
issue. Given the economic challenges many 
Kuhio Park residents face and the high cost 
of owning and operating a private vehicle 
in Hawaii, making access to public transit 
services safe and convenient represents a 
tremendous opportunity as the Master Plan 
develops. Many of the same opportunities 
to “connect and unify” as discussed in 
previous sections apply to creating easier 
access to transit stops. The addition of 
sidewalks where none exist, appropriate 
street lighting, signage, and safe and 
well-maintained bus stops could help to 
enhance current pedestrian pathways 
to transit stops which would in-turn, 
encourage greater ridership. 

TOP: THE NEIGHBORHOOD IS SERVED 
WELL BY PUBLIC TRANSIT, BUT 
PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS AND TRANSIT 
STOPS NEED TO BE IMPROVED

KUHIO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD
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Open Space  
& Recreation 
Opportunities
Access to open space and the opportunity for 
physical activity is critical to the health and 
well-being of Kuhio Park and neighborhood 
residents. The rapid and mostly unplanned 
development surrounding Kuhio Park did 
not consider or accommodate adequate 
parks or open space, and the desire for more 
parks that are safe and accessible to the 
neighborhood’s children has been expressed 
repeatedly in community meetings and 
through resident surveys. Currently, the 
closest areas of usable, public open space 
are Fern Playground to the northwest and 
what is known as Kamehameha Field, which 
is on the Kuhio Park property to the south of 
Tower A. The field is used primarily as support 
for the local football program, but does not 
offer any additional amenities that might 
attract a wider usage. The other important 
area of open space specific to Kuhio Park is 
Kalihi Stream and the narrow “parkway” that 
flanks it. While it represents a security issue, 
if enhanced with appropriate improvements 
its potential to provide the residents with a 

valuable recreational and even educational 
asset is significant.

The development of the Kuhio Park Master 
Plan specific to the redevelopment of the 
low-rise housing component represents the 
best opportunity to propose new, usable, safe 
open spaces. Based on residents’ comments 
and the ultimate density and configuration of 
the proposed housing elements, strategically 
located open spaces serving as playgrounds, 
picnic areas, social gathering spots and 
natural areas will be identified.  Creating the 

potential for age-specific play areas easily 
viewed by residents from their homes will 
encourage their use and keep them safe 
places to play. 

TOP: KUHIO PARK AND THE TARGET 
NEIGHBORHOOD IS DENSELY DEVELOPED 
WITH FEW PUBLIC OPEN SPACES

BOTTOM:  EVEN SMALL OPEN AREAS 
– IF THAT IS ALL THAT IS AVAILABLE – 
DEVELOPED AS POCKET PARKS

KUHIO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD
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Date : 04.30.2014
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Kamehameha
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Dole Middle School 
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Kamehameha Community Park

Stream

Kamehameha Field

Park

Park

Joint-Use 
Opportunities
School proximity is one of the most important 
factors for the residents of Kuhio Park, and the 
neighborhood is fortunate to have a number of 
such facilities within walking distance. 

The building and school grounds of Linapuni 
Elementary School, a Pre-K to 1st Grade 
public early learning school, are situated 
on right on Linapuni at the northern corner 
of the target study area. Fern Elementary 
School is located on Middle Street, to the 
West of Kuhio Park and approximately 1/3 of 
a mile from the center of the neighborhood 
and is also adjacent to the private St. John 
the Baptist Catholic School. Kalihi Waena 
Elementary School lies to the south of 
Kuhio Park, across Kalihi Stream. While it is 
adjacent to Kuhio Park, pedestrian access 
is restricted to a pedestrian bridge across 
the stream and is perceived by residents 
as a safety concern. As well, the Dole 
Middle School is located less than 1/2 of 
a mile to the northeast of the center of the 
neighborhood and high school is located.

The five public schools surrounding Kuhio 
Park represent a tremendous community 

asset, and the potential to partner further 
with school administrators and the 
Department of Education could result in 
the creation of greater, mutually beneficial 
joint-use opportunities.  While there are 
issues such as scheduling, security, liability, 
and maintenance to address, expanding 
the use of public school facilities (both 
buildings and grounds) would benefit not 
only students and their families, but other 
neighborhood residents as well. As with so 
many other issues related to the continuing 
redevelopment and improvement of Kuhio 

Park and the surrounding neighborhood, 
improving infrastructure such that all 
residents have available safe and accessible 
connections from home to school is key.  

TOP: KUHIO PARK AND THE TARGET 
NEIGHBORHOOD IS WELL-SERVED BY 
CHURCHES AND EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES

BOTTOM: LINAPUNI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
IS  ADJACENT TO KUHIO PARK

KUHIO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD
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ASSETS & AMENITIES
Date : 04.30.2014
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Bishop Museum
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Bishop Museum
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Community Hall

Linapuni Elementary School



THESE EARLY PLANNING DIAGRAMS EXPLORE THE NOTION OF “CONNECTEDNESS” AND HOW PROPOSED CONNECTIONS BEGIN TO FORM THE 
MASTER PLANNING CONCEPT.



Charrette  
Recommendations

by WRNS design team members, 
and Station 5 was manned by Scott 
Jepson of EJP. At Stations 1 through 
4, the comments described above 
were presented and discussed, along 
with associated ‘Existing Conditions’ 
maps that were produced by the 
design team during the Phase I effort. 
Spirited discussions took place between 
residents and design team members 
at each Station, with the goal of one, 
reviewing, confirming, and prioritizing the 
previously recorded comments and two, 
recording any new comments missed 
in the course of previous community 
meetings and resident surveys. At the 
end of the evening, Station leaders 
presented the highlights of these 
discussions, which are summarized as 
follows:

COMMUNITY CHARRETTE #1: 

The first Community Charrette was 
held at the Kuhio Park Community 
Hall at 5:30 PM on Wednesday, April 
30. Approximately 100 residents 
were in attendance. The event was 
introduced by Monika Mordasini of 
Michaels Development Group, and 
then WRNS presented a brief Power 
Point presentation describing the team, 
the Master Planning process and 
overall Master Planning schedule. After 
these introductions, attendees were 
encouraged to visit the five (5) ‘Stations’ 
that were set up – Station 1: Assets 
& Amenities; Station 2: Landscape & 
Open Space; Station 3: Public Safety & 
Getting around (Transportation), Station 
4: Housing; and Station 5: Relocation. 
Stations 1 through 4 were manned 

Community Charrette 
No. 1 / Neighborhood 
Meeting No. 1

IMAGES FROM COMMUNITY CHARRETTE AND NEIGHBORHOOD  MEETINGS
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STATION 1: ASSETS & AMENITIES

Main comments/concerns:

•	 Sunny’s Market – underage drinking, 
potential hang-out spot.  Visually 
unappealing, yet marks a major entry 
to the Kuhio Park community. The 
problems at Sunny’s Market represented 
by far resident’s greatest concern;

•	 There is an acute need for more youth 
programs (clinics, camps, tutoring, 
computer labs at recreation centers, 
college prep, arts, sports leagues 
and equipment). Residents identified 
fulfilling this need as a way to keep 
youth on-site and out of trouble;

•	 There is a need for an additional gym. 
Apparently, the existing gym in the 
PACT building is not easily accessible to 
residents.  Again, fulfilling this need could 
help keep youth on-site if the facility is 
available and properly programmed.

•	 Community Hall should be open 
and available for church, parties, 
and family events, rather than 
just for Senior programs;

•	 There is a need for an easily accessible 
full-service grocery store; 

•	 There is a need for space for 
additional Senior programs;

•	 There is a general need/desire for 
better security (suggestion for “Security 
Fair” as a community event);

•	 Existing community Hall space too 
small for all of the Senior programs;

•	 Senior residents would like to see 
Senior Housing project as part of 
the redevelopment process.

STATION 2: LANDSCAPE & OPEN SPACE

Main comments/concerns:

•	 There is a general lack of 
parks and open space;

•	 There is a need for covered  ‘pavilions’ for 
family BBQ’s and community gatherings;

•	 There is a need for a variety of outdoor 
spaces appropriate to different 
age groups (would be safer);

•	 Improve and integrate Kalihi Stream 
into the community as an asset. Now 
it’s virtually “off-limits” and a place 
for bad and even illegal behavior 
– more of a liability than asset;

•	 There were many comments regarding 
the need for more shaded seating 
areas along the exiting pathways – not 
necessarily gathering areas, but rather 
occasional benches (especially if shaded) 
along walkways.  Residents were positive 
about the idea of more walkways or 
the creation of a perimeter walkway, 
but emphasized the need for benches 
and places to rest along the way;

STATION 3: PUBLIC SAFETY &  
GETTING AROUND

Main comments/concerns:

•	 For new housing at Kuhio Park, 
there is need more parking spaces 
per unit, since many extended 
families will occupy one unit;

•	 There is a need improved bus 
stops and safe access to them 
– shelter, seating, enhanced 
schedule and route information;

•	 The Richard Lane overpass is a 
concern, with underage drinking, 
broken bottles and litter, loitering, 
late-night noise, violence and theft 
– it is a blind spot as it passes under 
the freeway (also needs lighting);

•	 Sunny’s Market is a concern (see 
Station 1 comment above);

•	 Kalihi Stream is a concern, with 
teen misbehavior, illegal activities, 
loitering, stream dumping, and 
it is not well-maintained (see 
Station 2 comment above); 

•	 Linapuni Elementary School after hours 
is a concern. The school needs to be 
monitored on evenings and weekends – 
apparently, the facility is not completely 
secured after hours and is used for 
gathering and illegal activities;

•	 Look into bringing back the 
youth curfew and enforce those 
curfews that currently exist;

•	 Litter is an issue throughout community 
and the surrounding neighborhood, 
especially on sidewalks and at Sonny’s 
Mart and the Richard Lane overpass;

•	 Many streets have potholes that need 
to be repaired, especially Linapuni;

•	 There was a concern voiced regarding 
the movers Michaels/HPHA used 
to assist residents in their past 
relocations  -- “not trustworthy”;

•	 There were concerns expressed for the 
need for additional ADA parking spaces;

•	 There is a need for more secure parking 
(perhaps security cameras, assigned parking);

•	 Residents would like to see Security 
guards consistently walking the site;

•	 Existing trash bins are noisy;

•	 Many residents expressed a desire to 
see a Bike Shop on the property.

STATION 4: HOUSING

Main comments/concerns:

•	 There is a Need for larger units 
and those that are appropriate for a 
variety of household types (extended 
and multi-generational families);

•	 There is a desire for backyard space;

•	 There is a desire for housing 
that is energy efficient and takes 
advantage of the local climate;

•	 Again, a many comments about the number 
of parking spaces needing to respond 
to larger, multi-generational families;

•	 There is a desire  for greater 
Security @ central courts, and more 
lights for night-time security;

•	 There is a desire for greater accessibility 
on site and in new units;

•	 There is a desire for the new master 
plan to accommodate the showing of 
outdoor movies (amphitheater space);

•	 Specific to housing types, two types 
(based on examples shown) attracted 
the most positive comments – two story 
units, and five story units surrounding 
large, appropriately-scaled courtyards. 

STATION 5 : RELOCATION

This station, Station 5, was manned by Scott 
Jepson of EJP and focused on issues around 
the move-out, relocation, and move-in process. 
Comments focused on the following questions, 
with corresponding answers following:

•	 When will relocation start?  How long 
from today? Any relocations would not 
commence not until 2016, at the earliest;

•	  Can I refuse to move?  No, residents of 
public housing only pay a portion of the rent 
for their housing and the Federal Government 
pays the rest.  Consequently, the Federal 
Government gives residents certain rights 
and protections and residents accept 

specific and corresponding commitments 
and responsibilities, including the need 
to move/relocate if notified to do so;

•	 Where will we go?  Residents will be 
offered other available HPHA properties, 
or will stay somewhere on site if units are 
available. There may be other alternatives 
that have yet to be determined.  Residents’ 
preferences are important, and the 
team wants to hear what those are;

•	 Will you build first or demolish first?  This 
has not yet been determined, and the team 
wants to hear what residents think/prefer;

•	 Will the Towers be demolished?  No. The 
Towers renovation is done and they will stay;

•	  Will my rent go up?  No. Residents 
will continue to pay 30% of their 
income as they now do;

•	 Will our move be paid for?  By who?  Yes.  
HPHA or Michaels will be responsible 
for finding residents a comparable 
unit and paying relocation costs.

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING #1: 
The first Neighborhood Meeting was held at 
the Fern Elementary School Cafeteria at 6:00 
PM on Thursday, May 1. While the meeting was 
sparsely attended by neighborhood residents 
and business owners, the design team was 
able to spend time discussing neighborhood 
issues with community leaders City Council 
Member Joey Manahan and former State 
Representative Dennis Arakaki. A great deal of 
the discussion focused on Kalihi Stream, and 
what potential it has – if managed properly and 
enhanced – to help link the Kalihi Valley with 
Kuhio Park and the waterfront. 

The discussions and comments gained from 
those discussions, along with the ‘existing 
conditions’ research and analysis the design 
team completed prior to the April 30/May 1 
meetings, provided the basis for the design 
team’s approach to the development of 
a preliminary Master Plan Concept. That 
preliminary concept – developed in the weeks 
between the first and second set of Community 
and Neighborhood meetings – was presented 
and discussed at the Community Charrette #2/
Neighborhood Meeting #2.

CHARRETTE PARTICIPANTS USED STICK-ON ‘DOTS’ TO IDENTIFY AND 
CONFIRM THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE/PRIORITIES OF PREVIOUSLY 
RECORDED COMMENTS

KALIHI STREAM AS A POTENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY 
ASSET WAS A SUBJECT OF DISCUSSION BY MANY CHARRETTE 
PARTICIPANTS



STATION 1:
ASSETS & AMENITIES

•	General	problems	with	the	nature	of	
the	roads	that	do	exist	–	improper	road	
sections	and	lack	of	storm	drainage	allows	
water	to	flow	onto	adjacent	properties.

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

BICYCLE PATHS

•	Need	to	quickly	institute	and	link	into	
State,	City	and	County	bike	plans;	bike	
share;	bike	lanes;

•	Make	the	creation	of	a	bike	path	on	
Middle	Street	a	priority.

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

ROADS & PEDESTRIAN PATHWAYS

•	Pedestrian	safety	is	a	concern	throughout	
the	community,	especially	at	and	around	
schools;

•	Most	streets	have	no	sidewalks	–	this	is	
a	major	concern	and	impacts	convenient	
and	safe	access	to	retail,	services,	and	
especially	schools;

•	Many	streets	have	potholes	that	need	to	be	
repaired;

•	Where	sidewalks	exist,	many	are	sloped	
making	walking	difficult.	Also,	cars	park	
on	sidewalks	or	trash	cans	are	placed	on	
sidewalk,	forcing	pedestrians	(especially	
school	children)	into	busy	streets;

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

PARKING 

•	Parking	is	in	issue	throughout	the	Kalihi	
neighborhood;

•	Need	for	more	reinforcement	from	HPD	to	
cite	cars	parking	on	“sidewalks”;	

•	For	new	housing	at	Kuhio	Park,	need	
more	parking	spaces	per	unit	since	many	
extended	families	will	occupy	one	unit;

•	Strict	parking	policies	at	Kuhio	Park	
has	created	parking	problems	in	the	
surrounding	neighborhood;	

•	In	the	surrounding	neighborhood	the	same	
is	true	–	extended	families	equal	more	
cars	equals	parking	problems.	If	the	home	

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

OTHER ISSUES 

•	Need	to	deal	with		abandoned	vehicles	
in	a	timely	manner,	and	develop	a	
way	to	encourage	residents	to	report	
abandoned	vehicles;

•	Need	to	enhance	traffic	signage	
neighborhood-wide.	Make	stop	signs	more	
visible	so	people	can	see	them	at	night;	

•	Need	to	control	litter	throughout	
community,	especially	on	sidewalks	and	
at	Sonny’s	Mart	and	Richard	Lane;

•	Enforce	building	and	zoning	codes	
throughout	community;

•	Need	for	centralized	reporting	process	
for	security	issues.

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

•	Street	safety	at	Linapuni	Elementary	is	a	
major	concern	–	created	by	difficult	parking	
situation;

•	Ahonui	Street	–	the	barricade	that	blocks	
off	Ahonui	St.	is	creating	a	traffic	and	
parking	problem	and	makes	parking	worse	
on	Kino	Street	and	Hulali	Place	–	it	is	
difficult	for	residents	on	those	small	streets	
to	find	parking;

•	Kamehameha	IV	Road	from	N.	School	
Street	to	the	freeway	suffers	from	a	lack	
of	sidewalks,	and	homeowners	further	
encroach	on	the	street’s	right-of-way	
(landscaping,	rock	walls,	driveways,	etc.).	
Also,	the	street	is	subject	to	heavy	non-
neighborhood	traffic;

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

is	rented,	the	owner	may	have	his/her	car	
stored	there,	further	restricting	parking	by	
tenants.

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

STATION 4:
HOUSING

HOUSING

•	Need	for	larger	units	and	those	that	are	
appropriate	for	a	variety	of	household	
types	(extended	and	multi-generational);

•	Desire	for	backyard	spaces;

•	For	new	housing	at	Kuhio	Park,	need	
more	parking	spaces	per	unit	since	many	
extended,	multi-generational	families	will	
occupy	one	unit;

•	Need	housing	that	has	a	high	proportion	
of	accessible	units	(universal	design);

•	Need	housing	that	incorporates	“visit	
ability”;

•	Need	housing	that	is	energy	efficient	and	
takes	advantage	of	the	local	climate.

STATION 2:
LANDSCAPE & OPEN SPACE

PUBLIC SAFETY (CRIME CONCERNS)

•	Richard	Lane:	underage	drinking,	broken	
bottles	and	litter,	loitering,	late-night	noise,	
violence	and	theft	–	blind	spot	as	it	passes	
under	freeway	(needs	lighting);

•	Pedestrian	bridges	from	Kuhio	Park	to	
adjacent	property	and	over	Kalihi	Stream	to	
Kalihi	Waena	Elementary	are	safety	issues;

•	Sunny’s	Market	–	underage	drinking,	
potential	hang-out	spot;

•	Kalihi	Stream:	teen	misbehavior,	illegal	
activities,	loitering,	stream	dumping,	not	
well-maintained;

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

•	There	is	a	lack	of	neighborhood-serving	
retail	and	services;

•	Most	retail	not	visually	appealing;

•	Sunny’s	Market	–	underage	drinking,	
potential	hang-out	spot.	Visually	
unappealing	but	marks	an	entry	to	Kuhio	
Park;

•	Most	retail	of	“convenience”	type	–	barely	
meets	the	basic	needs	of	Kuhio	Park	
residents;

•	Residents	have	to	drive	or	take	public	
transit	to	access	full-service	grocery	or	
other	retail	services;

ASSETS & AMENITIES

•	General	lack	of	parks	and	open	space;

•	Need	‘pavilions’	for	family	BBQ’s	and	
community	gatherings;

•	Need	more	playground	surfaces;

•	Need	open	areas	for	outdoor	sports;

•	Need	a	variety	of	outdoor	spaces	
appropriate	to	different	age	groups	(would	
be	safer);

•	Need	better	maintained	playgrounds;

•	Kalihi	Stream	is	an	asset	–	need	to	
change	it	from	a	security	problem	to	an	
environmental	learning	area	(arts,	Farmer’s	
Market);

LANDSCAPE & OPEN SPACE

•	Linapuni	Elementary	School	needs	to	be	
monitored	on	evenings	and	weekends;

•	KKV	clinic	has	become	a	loitering	spot;

•	Look	into	bringing	back	the	curfew	for	
younger	generations.	Enforce	those	
curfews	that	do	exist.	

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

•	Need	for	more	recreational	facilities	for	
youth		in	Kuhio	Park	--	would	help	to	
avoid	youth	hanging	out	in	surrounding	
neighborhood;

•	Need	for	an	additional	gym;

•	Need	for	more	youth	programs	(clinics,	
camps,	tutoring,	computer	labs	at	
recreation		centers,	college	prep,	arts,	
sports	leagues	and	equipment);

•	Need	for	spaces	to	support	small	Kuhio	
Park	resident’s	business	enterprises		(place	
to	sell	local	crafts);

•	Need	space	for	Farmer’s	Market.

ASSETS & AMENITIES

STATION 3:
PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

PUBLIC TRANSIT

•	Need	improved	bus	stops	and	safer	access	
to	them	–	shelter,	seating,	enhanced	
schedule	and	route	information;

•	Bus	stops	need	to	be	safer	–	there	is	
an	issue	at	the	corner	of	N.	School	and	
Linapuni,	where	longer	buses	block	the	
intersection	when	picking-up/dropping-off	
passengers;

•	Plan	for	more	frequent	connections	to	
planned	Middle	Street	Light	Rail	Station;

•	Need	safe	and	convenient,	and	accessible	
access	to	public	transit.

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

•	General	problems	with	the	nature	of	
the	roads	that	do	exist	–	improper	road	
sections	and	lack	of	storm	drainage	allows	
water	to	flow	onto	adjacent	properties.

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

BICYCLE PATHS

•	Need	to	quickly	institute	and	link	into	
State,	City	and	County	bike	plans;	bike	
share;	bike	lanes;

•	Make	the	creation	of	a	bike	path	on	
Middle	Street	a	priority.

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

ROADS & PEDESTRIAN PATHWAYS

•	Pedestrian	safety	is	a	concern	throughout	
the	community,	especially	at	and	around	
schools;

•	Most	streets	have	no	sidewalks	–	this	is	
a	major	concern	and	impacts	convenient	
and	safe	access	to	retail,	services,	and	
especially	schools;

•	Many	streets	have	potholes	that	need	to	be	
repaired;

•	Where	sidewalks	exist,	many	are	sloped	
making	walking	difficult.	Also,	cars	park	
on	sidewalks	or	trash	cans	are	placed	on	
sidewalk,	forcing	pedestrians	(especially	
school	children)	into	busy	streets;

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

PARKING 

•	Parking	is	in	issue	throughout	the	Kalihi	
neighborhood;

•	Need	for	more	reinforcement	from	HPD	to	
cite	cars	parking	on	“sidewalks”;	

•	For	new	housing	at	Kuhio	Park,	need	
more	parking	spaces	per	unit	since	many	
extended	families	will	occupy	one	unit;

•	Strict	parking	policies	at	Kuhio	Park	
has	created	parking	problems	in	the	
surrounding	neighborhood;	

•	In	the	surrounding	neighborhood	the	same	
is	true	–	extended	families	equal	more	
cars	equals	parking	problems.	If	the	home	

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

OTHER ISSUES 

•	Need	to	deal	with		abandoned	vehicles	
in	a	timely	manner,	and	develop	a	
way	to	encourage	residents	to	report	
abandoned	vehicles;

•	Need	to	enhance	traffic	signage	
neighborhood-wide.	Make	stop	signs	more	
visible	so	people	can	see	them	at	night;	

•	Need	to	control	litter	throughout	
community,	especially	on	sidewalks	and	
at	Sonny’s	Mart	and	Richard	Lane;

•	Enforce	building	and	zoning	codes	
throughout	community;

•	Need	for	centralized	reporting	process	
for	security	issues.

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

•	Street	safety	at	Linapuni	Elementary	is	a	
major	concern	–	created	by	difficult	parking	
situation;

•	Ahonui	Street	–	the	barricade	that	blocks	
off	Ahonui	St.	is	creating	a	traffic	and	
parking	problem	and	makes	parking	worse	
on	Kino	Street	and	Hulali	Place	–	it	is	
difficult	for	residents	on	those	small	streets	
to	find	parking;

•	Kamehameha	IV	Road	from	N.	School	
Street	to	the	freeway	suffers	from	a	lack	
of	sidewalks,	and	homeowners	further	
encroach	on	the	street’s	right-of-way	
(landscaping,	rock	walls,	driveways,	etc.).	
Also,	the	street	is	subject	to	heavy	non-
neighborhood	traffic;

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

is	rented,	the	owner	may	have	his/her	car	
stored	there,	further	restricting	parking	by	
tenants.

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

STATION 1:
ASSETS & AMENITIES

STATION 4:
HOUSING

HOUSING

•	Need	for	larger	units	and	those	that	are	
appropriate	for	a	variety	of	household	
types	(extended	and	multi-generational);

•	Desire	for	backyard	spaces;

•	For	new	housing	at	Kuhio	Park,	need	
more	parking	spaces	per	unit	since	many	
extended,	multi-generational	families	will	
occupy	one	unit;

•	Need	housing	that	has	a	high	proportion	
of	accessible	units	(universal	design);

•	Need	housing	that	incorporates	“visit	
ability”;

•	Need	housing	that	is	energy	efficient	and	
takes	advantage	of	the	local	climate.

PUBLIC SAFETY (CRIME CONCERNS)

•	Richard	Lane:	underage	drinking,	broken	
bottles	and	litter,	loitering,	late-night	noise,	
violence	and	theft	–	blind	spot	as	it	passes	
under	freeway	(needs	lighting);

•	Pedestrian	bridges	from	Kuhio	Park	to	
adjacent	property	and	over	Kalihi	Stream	to	
Kalihi	Waena	Elementary	are	safety	issues;

•	Sunny’s	Market	–	underage	drinking,	
potential	hang-out	spot;

•	Kalihi	Stream:	teen	misbehavior,	illegal	
activities,	loitering,	stream	dumping,	not	
well-maintained;

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

•	There	is	a	lack	of	neighborhood-serving	
retail	and	services;

•	Most	retail	not	visually	appealing;

•	Sunny’s	Market	–	underage	drinking,	
potential	hang-out	spot.	Visually	
unappealing	but	marks	an	entry	to	Kuhio	
Park;

•	Most	retail	of	“convenience”	type	–	barely	
meets	the	basic	needs	of	Kuhio	Park	
residents;

•	Residents	have	to	drive	or	take	public	
transit	to	access	full-service	grocery	or	
other	retail	services;

ASSETS & AMENITIES

•	General	lack	of	parks	and	open	space;

•	Need	‘pavilions’	for	family	BBQ’s	and	
community	gatherings;

•	Need	more	playground	surfaces;

•	Need	open	areas	for	outdoor	sports;

•	Need	a	variety	of	outdoor	spaces	
appropriate	to	different	age	groups	(would	
be	safer);

•	Need	better	maintained	playgrounds;

•	Kalihi	Stream	is	an	asset	–	need	to	
change	it	from	a	security	problem	to	an	
environmental	learning	area	(arts,	Farmer’s	
Market);

LANDSCAPE & OPEN SPACE

•	Linapuni	Elementary	School	needs	to	be	
monitored	on	evenings	and	weekends;

•	KKV	clinic	has	become	a	loitering	spot;

•	Look	into	bringing	back	the	curfew	for	
younger	generations.	Enforce	those	
curfews	that	do	exist.	

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

•	Need	for	more	recreational	facilities	for	
youth		in	Kuhio	Park	--	would	help	to	
avoid	youth	hanging	out	in	surrounding	
neighborhood;

•	Need	for	an	additional	gym;

•	Need	for	more	youth	programs	(clinics,	
camps,	tutoring,	computer	labs	at	
recreation		centers,	college	prep,	arts,	
sports	leagues	and	equipment);

•	Need	for	spaces	to	support	small	Kuhio	
Park	resident’s	business	enterprises		(place	
to	sell	local	crafts);

•	Need	space	for	Farmer’s	Market.

ASSETS & AMENITIES

PUBLIC TRANSIT

•	Need	improved	bus	stops	and	safer	access	
to	them	–	shelter,	seating,	enhanced	
schedule	and	route	information;

•	Bus	stops	need	to	be	safer	–	there	is	
an	issue	at	the	corner	of	N.	School	and	
Linapuni,	where	longer	buses	block	the	
intersection	when	picking-up/dropping-off	
passengers;

•	Plan	for	more	frequent	connections	to	
planned	Middle	Street	Light	Rail	Station;

•	Need	safe	and	convenient,	and	accessible	
access	to	public	transit.

PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND

STATION 2:
LANDSCAPE & OPEN SPACE

STATION 3:
PUBLIC SAFETY & GETTING AROUND
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1 MILE RADIUS

1/2 MILE RADIUS

1. Sunny Mart
RETAIL

3. Aloha Island Mart

5. Jack in the Box
6. Kam IV East Food Deli-Grocers

9. K&G Grocery

7. Fort Shafter Hair-Nails Beauty
8. PPJ Barber Shop

10. S&P Kitchen
11. T&L Market
12. Middle Street Meat Market

4. 7-Eleven

2. Kalihi Market

13. Kamehameha Shopping Center
14. Walgreens
15. Dillingham Shopping Plaza
16. Waiakamilo Shopping Center
17. Kapalama Shopping Center

21. Kalihi Waena Elementary School

18. Linapuni Elementary School
SCHOOLS

22. Dole Middle School
23. Kaewai Elementary School
24. Kapalama Elementary School

19. Fern Elementary Schoool
20. St. John the Baptist Catholic School

25. Kalihi Palama Public Library
LIBRARY/MUSEUM

26. Bishop Museum

27. KKV Clinic
HEALTHCARE

28. KKV Comprehensive Family Service Wellness Center

29. Kuhio Park Terrace Family Center
COMMUNITY CENTER

31. Kalihi YMCA
30. Susannah Wesley Community Center

37. Hawaiian Cedar Church
38. Jikoen Hongwanji Temple

36. Full Gospel Temple

32. Community of Christ Church
CHURCH

33. Kalihi & Moanalua Church

35. Apostolic Faith Church
34. Hawaiian Pentecostal Full Gospel Assembly Church

39. Hawaiian Pentecostal Full Gospel Assembly

41. Koboji Shingon Mission
40. Jikoen Hongwanji

42. Higashi Hongwanji Mission

47. Kamehameha Field

44. Kalihi-Waena Neighborhood Park
43. Kamehameha Community Park
PARK/PLAYGROUNDS

48. Kalihi Valley District Park
49. Dole Middle School Swimming Pool

46. Fern Playground
45. Kuhio Park

54. Bank of Hawaii
55. American Saving Bank
56. Territorial Saving Bank

53. Hawaii National Bank

50. Bank of Hawaii
BANKS

51. House of Finance
52. Bank of Hawaii

57. Kalihi Transit Center
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

58. Kalihi Police Department
PUBLIC SAFETY

1-MILE RADIUS MAP
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ASSETS & AMENITIES
Date : 04.30.2014

Schools

Retail

Community

Church

Bank

Healthcare

Dole Middle School

Linapuni
Elementary

School

Kalihi Waena
Elementary

School

Fern Elementary
School

St. John the Baptist
Catholic School

Sunny’s Mart

Kalihi Gift Shop

Tasty Chop Suey

Freedom

Mixed Retail

Gulick Delicatessan

Kamehameha 
Shopping Center

7-Eleven
Gas Station

Aloha Island
Gas Station/Mart

Safety Loan

Jack in 
the Box

Kam IV Fast Food
Deli-Grocers

Middle Street
Meat Market

Chevron 
Gas Station

T&L
Market

S&P
Kitchen

Cash & Plus

KS 
Market

Island Sign

Fort Shafter
Hair-Nails Beauty

EBJ Mini Mart
Modern Fashion

R.V. Automotive

Royce’s Mini Mart
Shafter Pawn

Fastop
Gas Station/Market

Community
Hall

Playground

Hawaii 
Masons’
Union

Community
Garden

Hawaii
Farm Bureau
Federatopm

Early Head
Start

Resource Center
PACT Headquarters

Teen Center

KVIBE

KKV Dental Clinic &
Job Training Center

Kokua Kalihi Valley
Main Clinic (KKV)

Pavillion

Kalihi YMCA

Kalihi Child Care

Hawaiian 
Cedar Church

Kalihi and 
MoanaluaChurch

Community
of Christ Church

Full Gospel Temple

Apostolic 
Faith Church Hawaii Pentecostal

Full Gospel Assembly

Jikoen Hongwanji
Temple

Jikoen Hongwanji

Samoan Full 
Gospel Church

Kalihi Palama 
Public Library

Bishop Museum

First Hawaiian Bank

Bishop Museum

Sunny’s Mart

KKV

Community Hall

Linapuni Elementary School
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SITE ANALYSIS - Sun & Shadow Study

Date : 04.30.2014
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OPEN SPACE
Date : 04.30.2014

Open Space

Kalihi Valley
District Park

Fern Community
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Community Park
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Swimming Pool

Kamehameha Community Park
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PUBLIC TRANSIT & PARKING
Date : 04.30.2014
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Kuhio Park Target 
Neighborhood 

4000 ft

Middle Street
Kalihi

Bus Stop

Bus Route

Parking

Paratransit Service
(within 3/4miles)

Rail Route
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PEDESTRIAN & BIKE PATHS
Date : 04.30.2014

Pedestrian Road near Sunny Mart

Ahonui Street
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Owene Lane

Bike Rack

Walking School
Bus Route
Pedestrian 
Sidewalk

Proposed
Bike Lane

Bike Rack
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TREE CANOPY
Date : 04.30.2014
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PARCEL MAP
Date : 04.30.2014

Kuhio Park Target Neighborhood

KPT Low Rise

Kuhio Homes
Linapuni Elementary
Kamehameha Community Park
Towers 0 125 250 500 1000 ft KUHIO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD
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VEHICULAR CIRCULATION
Date : 04.30.2014

Freeway Exit

Freeway Entrance

Freeway
Vehicle

Linapuni Street

Ahonui Street

Kamehameha IV Road

Middle Street

Freeway Entrance

Freeway Exit

COMMENTS ON THESE BOARDS REPRESENTS A CONSOLIDATION OF COMMUNITY CONCERNS RECORDED PRIOR TO THIS PHASE OF THE 
MASTER PLANNING EFFORT. THE SET ON THE BOTTOM HALF OF THE SHEET RECORDS – THROUGH THE PLACEMENT OF STICK-ON ‘DOTS’ – 
THOSE COMMENTS OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE TO CHARRETTE ATTENDEES. 

THESE MAPS, DISPLAYED AT ALL CHARRETTE SESSIONS, WERE PREPARED BY THE DESIGN TEAM TO GRAPHICALLY DESCRIBE EXISTING 
CONDITIONS FOR BOTH KUHIO PARK AND THE SURROUNDING TARGET NEIGHBORHOOD. 
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Community 
Charrette No. 2 
Neighborhood 
Meeting No. 2
COMMUNITY CHARRETTE #2: 
The second Community Charrette was held 
at Kuhio Park’s PACT building gym at 5:30 
PM on Wednesday, May 28. Approximately 
25 residents were in attendance. The event 
was introduced by Anni Peterson of Better 
Tomorrows, and then WRNS presented a 
brief Power Point presentation describing 
the team, the Master Planning process, 
the overall Master Planning schedule, and 
initial conceptual master planning ideas 
for both Kuhio Park and the surrounding 
neighborhood. The preliminary master 
planning concept – as described above 
-- focused on proposed neighborhood 
improvements, the overall landscape and 
open space plan, and the plan for the 

replacement of existing housing units 
were all introduced. As well, the team 
introduced the concept of “Weaving” as 
a link to the culture of Hawaii and the 
Pacific Island nations and as a central 
organizational concept for both the plan 
for replacement housing at Kuhio Park and 
proposed improvements to the surrounding, 
target neighborhood. After this short 
introduction, attendees were encouraged 
to visit the three (3) ‘Stations’ that were set 
up – Station 1: Conceptual Neighborhood 
Improvements; Station 2: Landscape & 
Open Space concepts; and Station 3: Kuhio 
Park Housing concepts. All Stations were 
manned by WRNS design team members. 
At these Stations, the conceptual ideas 
were presented and discussed in greater 
detail, and substantive discussions took 
place between residents and design team 
members at each Station, with the goal of 
one, reviewing, confirming, and prioritizing 
the previously recorded comments and two, 
reviewing the ideas presented and collecting 
new comments that may serve to inform 
the design team as the ‘preferred’ master 
planning schemes are further refined. Station 
highlights are summarized as follows:

STATION 1: THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Design team members described the overall 
concept behind the proposed neighborhood 
improvements as primarily a way to 
strengthen connections between Kuhio 
Park and the surrounding neighborhood. 
These proposed connections include ideas in 
support of safer street transit for pedestrians, 
safer and better designed street crossings, 
unique streetscape elements (landscape, 
lighting, etc.) that might help define the 
identity and character of Kuhio Park and the 
surrounding  neighborhood, targeted retail 
development opportunities (both new and 
improvements to existing), and additional 
Kalihi Stream crossings, potential pocket 
parks,  and connections to neighborhood 
streets via potential right-of-way and 
property acquisitions. Potential street 
improvements were also described and 
discussed, specific to the inclusion of new 
sidewalks, bike paths, and other streetscape 
elements.   Generally, proposed concepts 
and ideas were well-received, but residents 
expressed further interest and concern 
focused on the issues that would impact 
them more directly than as related to the 

to and from school (illegal parking, 
placement of trash receptacles, lack 
of sidewalks, etc.). Potential street 
improvements were discussed in some 
detail with many of the residents;

•	 Transit: A number of residents expressed 
a desire to improve existing transit stops 
along N. School and Middle Streets – 
most need seating, shade, and more 
queuing space (specifically width);

•	 Relocation: Concern remains regarding 
the process of timing and relocation 
during the development of new housing.

STATION 2: LANDSCAPE & OPEN SPACE 

Design team members described the 
overall concept behind the proposed 
landscape concept – the proposed 
pathways that wind through Kuhio Park 
and “knit” together existing and proposed 
new structures, existing and proposed 
open spaces and courtyards, and proposed 
pathway connections to the surrounding 
neighborhood. Proposed concepts and ideas 
were well-received, and residents continued 
to express further interest focused on the 
following:

•	 There is a need for covered  ‘pavilions’ for 
family BBQ’s and community gatherings;

•	 There is a need for a variety of outdoor 
spaces appropriate to different 
age groups (would be safer);

•	 There is a desire to improve and integrate 
Kalihi Stream into the community as 
an asset. Now it’s virtually “off-limits” 
and a place for bad and even illegal 
behavior – more of a liability than asset;

•	 There is a need to provided shaded 
seating areas along the existing and 
proposed pathways – not necessarily 
gathering areas, but rather occasional 
benches (especially if shaded) along 
walkways.  Residents were positive 
about the idea of more walkways or 
the creation of a perimeter walkway, 
but emphasized the need for benches 
and places to rest along the way.

STATION 3: HOUSING 

Design team members described the overall 
concept behind the proposed housing 
concepts – the inclusion of a separate and 
uniquely defined Senior housing complex 
to be located between Towers A and B, the 

surrounding neighborhood. These included 
the following:

•	 Open Space: Many of the Low-Rise 
residents understand that the nature 
of their current relationship with 
the open space that is immediately 
adjacent to their units will change 
as new, higher-density replacement 
housing is created. Discussion 
focused on the desire for a continued 
connection to ground-level open space 
and personal ‘gardening’ space;

•	 Senior Housing: Senior residents 
would like to see Senior Housing 
project as part of the redevelopment 
process and reacted very positively 
to the potential of a separate senior’s 
complex. They were especially concerned 
that if such a complex was built, all 
of the potential residents should be 
thoroughly screened to assure their 
bona fide qualification as “seniors”;

•	 Pedestrian Circulation: Particular 
concern continued to focus on 
neighborhood issues that impact 
school children’s ability to walk safely 

THE CONCEPT OF “WEAVING” AS LINK TO PACIFIC ISLAND CULTURE AND AS AN ORGANIZATIONAL CONCEPT IN SUPPORT OF THE MASTER 
PLAN WAS INTRODUCED AT COMMUNITY CHARRETTE/NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING #2.

THIS EARLY CONCEPTUAL SKETCH BEGINS TO IDENTIFY POTENTIAL KUHIO PARK AND NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS, STREET 
IMPROVEMENTS, AND RETAIL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES.KUHIO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD

TRANSFORMATION PLAN
SITE PLAN
Date : 06.25.2014
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KUHIO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD
TRANSFORMATION PLAN

LANDSCAPE SITE PLAN
Date : 05.28.2014

KUHIO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD
TRANSFORMATION PLAN

BUILDING PLAN & SECTION
Date : 05.28.2014

0 10 20 40 ft 0 10 20 40 ft

PLAN 01

SECTION 01

PLAN 02

SECTION 02

proposed path connected the building-
unique courtyards and open spaces, the 
proposed community buildings (the ‘wash 
house’, the ‘Round House’, etc.), the nature 
of the proposed replacement housing, and 
the proposed ‘Market Halé’ and outdoor 
gathering spaces. Proposed concepts and 
ideas were well-received, and residents 
expressed further interest focused on both 
the relocation process and the density of the 
residential units proposed in the preliminary 
plan. Several site sections were presented 
and discussed, showing the heights of 
potential residential buildings in relation to 
the site topography, the existing 17-story 
towers, the courtyards, and the adjacent 
residential neighborhood. As with the overall 
plan, the potential for multi-story residential 
buildings as replacements for the one and 
two-story existing Low Rise/Kuhio Homes 
structures did not elicit any strong negative 
sentiment. Rather, residents were positive 
about the proposed plan and the potential 
amenities to be considered as part of the 

overall project. Specific comments focused 
on the following:

•	 Residential buildings should be oriented 
to take maximum advantage of breezes 
originating from Kalihi Valley;

•	 Plan should consider unique design 
features to create a sense of identity 
for each of the residential buildings;

•	 Plan should pay particular attention to 
the inclusion of play areas and barbeque 
facilities in the “cradled” courtyards;

•	 Specific to the residential units – 
one, acoustics between floors is a 
significant concern; two, “accessible” 
units should be located on ground 
floors; and three, residents expressed 
a desire for balconies at each unit;

•	 Residents expressed an interest to retain 
space for clotheslines, as the weather 
lends itself to ‘dryer-free’ clothes drying.

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING #2: 
The second Neighborhood Meeting 
was held at the Fern Elementary School 
Cafeteria at 6:00 PM on Thursday, May 29 
and hosted approximately 20 attendees. 
The event was introduced by Anni Peterson 
of Better Tomorrows, who previewed the 
meeting and then presented a series of 
videos related to ‘Safe Routes to Schools’ 
grant that was awarded to Kuhio Park. She 
was followed by Dennis Arakaki, CNI Task 
Force member and former State legislator, 
who further discussed the process and 
the importance of community involvement. 
Dennis then introduced Mike Formby, 
Director of Department of Transportation 
Services, City and County of Honolulu, who 
briefly discussed City plans for proposed 
neighborhood street improvements and his 
interest in community and neighborhood 
involvement and participation. Scott Jepson, 

principal of the EJP and member of the 
overall development team described the 
CNI Grant process and schedule for going 
forward, and then introduced WRNS, who 
presented the Power Point presentation 
describing the team, the Master Planning 
process, the overall Master Planning 
schedule, and initial conceptual master 
planning ideas for both Kuhio Park and the 
surrounding neighborhood. As was done 
the previous evening, WRNS introduced 
the idea of “weaving” as both a link to the 
unique culture of Hawaii and the Pacific 
Islands. Initial concepts focused on proposed 
neighborhood improvements, the overall 
landscape and open space plan, and the 
plan for the replacement of existing housing 
units were all introduced. After this series of 
introductions, attendees were encouraged 
to visit the three ‘Stations’ – Station 1: 
Conceptual Neighborhood Improvements; 
Station 2: Landscape & Open Space 
concepts; and Station 3: Kuhio Park Housing 
concepts. Each of the three stations were 
manned by WRNS design team members. 
Station highlights are summarized as follows:

Station 1: The Neighborhood – Design 
team members further discussed the overall 
concept behind the proposed neighborhood 
improvements a way to strengthen 
connections between Kuhio Park and the 
surrounding neighborhood. As previously 
stated, proposed connections included 
ideas in support of safer street transit for 
pedestrians, safer and better designed street 
crossings, unique streetscape elements 
(landscape, lighting, etc.) that might help 
define the identity and character of Kuhio 
Park and the surrounding  neighborhood, 
targeted retail development opportunities 
(both new and improvements to existing), 
and additional Kalihi Stream crossings, 
potential pocket parks,  and connections to 
neighborhood streets via potential right-

KUHIO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD
TRANSFORMATION PLAN

LANDSCAPE SITE PLAN
Date : 05.28.2014

THIS OVERALL LANDSCAPE PLAN ILLUSTRATES THE NATURE OF THE PROPOSED PERIMETER PATH OR “FITNESS LOOP”

THESE PLANS AND SECTIONS ILLUSTRATE THE NATURE OF THE “CRADLED” COURTYARDS, THE SINGLE-STORY COMMUNITY BUILDINGS 
(THE WASH HOUSE), AND THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SITE AND PROPOSED BUILDING HEIGHTS

THIS SITE SECTION ILLUSTRATES NEW, PROPOSED REPLACEMENT HOUSING IN RELATIONSHIP TO EXCITING TOWERS AND OVERALL SITE

THIS DETAIL OF THE LANDSCAPE PLAN 
ILLUSTRATES CONNECTING PATHWAYS AND 
THE LINKS BETWEEN THE COURTYARDS 
“CRADLED” BY EACH OF THE NEW 
RESIDENTIAL “VILLAGES.”
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of-way and property acquisitions. Potential 
street improvements were also described 
and discussed, specific to the inclusion 
of new sidewalks, bike paths, and other 
streetscape elements.   Generally, proposed 
concepts and ideas were well-received, but 
neighborhood residents expressed concerns 
regarding the City’s ability to fund and 
maintain proposed improvements and focus 
sufficient City resources on issues such as 
code, parking, and public safety enforcement. 
Specific discussion included the following:

•	 Pedestrian and Vehicular Circulation: 
Particular concern continued to focus 
on the existing, physical nature of the 
neighborhood’s infrastructure (quality 
of streets, lack of sidewalks, private 
encroachment onto public property, 
etc.).  Potential street improvements 
were discussed in some detail with 
many of the residents as well as with 
Mike Formby of the City of Honolulu;

•	 Public Safety: Neighborhood residents 
remained particularly concerned 
about public safety and the City’s 
ability – through the Honolulu Police 
Department – to provide sufficient 
resources to support adequate safety. 
Most residents acknowledged a 
significant improvement in the “feel” 

and safety of the neighborhood since 
the two towers at Kuhio Park were 
renovated, and are looking forward 
to further improvements once the 
existing  Low Rise housing is replaced;

•	 Neighborhood connections: There was 
some concern expressed regarding 
potentially increasing the number of 
connections between Kuhio Park and 
the surrounding neighborhood.  As 
mentioned above, there is a desire 
for greater Police ‘visibility’ and if 
greater presence can be applied 
along with the creation of these 
additional connections, the residents 
we discussed this specific issue with 
felt the changes could be net positive;

•	 Kuhio Park Gateways: Some of 
the residents felt positive about the 
removal of the existing gates between 
Kuhio Park and the surrounding 
neighborhood (Linapuni, Anonui). 
They felt that easier access for 
youth between Kuhio Park and the 
neighborhood would mitigate some of 
the loitering outside of Kuhio Park. 

STATION 2: LANDSCAPE & OPEN SPACE 

Design team members discussed the 
overall concept behind the proposed 

landscape concept – the proposed 
pathways that wind through Kuhio Park 
and “knit” together existing and proposed 
new structures, existing and proposed 
open spaces and courtyards, and proposed 
pathway connections to the surrounding 
neighborhood. Proposed concepts and 
ideas were well-received, and neighborhood 
residents and other attendees expressed 
further interest focused on the following:

•	 Adjacent to Kalihi Stream by the existing 
bridge crossing, there is a mural that 
was done several years ago – a few 
people mentioned that the murals and 
public art they now see emerging in 
Kakaako could happen on the flanking 
vertical walls at Kalihi Stream – but only 
if the artist were from the community 
(to avoid vandalism, the thought 
was it was much less likely if it was 
someone known in the community);

•	 Neighborhood residents generally 
supported the idea of more and better 
stream crossings, especially if they are 
designed to be universally accessible; 

•	 Neighborhood residents discussed the 
desire to locate a children’s playground 
adjacent to the existing softball field near 
where the proposed terraced seating 
is shown. The thought is that such an 

amenity would help activate the area, put 
eyes on the area, and help discourage 
the minor vandalism related to rock 
throwing that occasionally takes place 
(rocks are thrown at the existing light 
standards, often missing and falling into 
the neighboring property’s parking and 
as a consequence, damaging cars);

•	 Neighborhood residents would 
like to see the proposed ‘Market 
Halé made available for classes, 
club, or garden club, activities.

STATION 3: HOUSING

Design team members discussed the overall 
concept behind the proposed housing 
concepts – the proposed Senior housing 
complex, the proposed path connecting the 
courtyards, open spaces and the surrounding 
neighborhood with Kuhio Park, proposed 
community buildings, the nature and density 
of the proposed replacement housing, and 
the proposed Market Halé and outdoor 
gathering spaces. Proposed concepts and 
ideas were generally well-received, but 
some concern was expressed regarding the 
increased number of potential residential 
units planned for Kuhio Park (increased 
traffic, public safety concerns, etc.).

While this specific neighborhood meeting 
was still somewhat sparsely attended by 

neighborhood residents and business 
owners, the design team was able to 
spend time with attendees discussing 
neighborhood issues and how they might 
be impacted by proposed improvements 
to Kuhio Park and the surrounding 
neighborhood. 

THURSDAY, MAY 29 CNI 
TASK FORCE MEETINGS
The design team shared with CNI Task 
Force members similar materials as were 
presented at the Community Charrette and 
Neighborhood Meeting, but discussions 
were more focused on the specific concerns 
and interests of each of the various Task 
Force sub-committees. From these meetings 
and critical follow-up conversations with the 
Michaels Development Company and HPHA, 
a number of significant issues were brought 
forward and resolved that served to influence 
how the preliminary master plan concept was 
further refined. Principal issues discussed 
included:

•	 Density: The design team was asked 
to develop the master plan such that 
a minimum of 434 new/replacement 
residential units will be accommodated 
– 85 ‘Senior’ Units, 349 Units on the 
Low-Rise/Kuhio Homes parcels;

KUHIO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD
TRANSFORMATION PLAN

SITE PLAN
Date : 06.25.2014

•	 Connection to Towers: The design 
team was asked to make sure that 
strong visual/physical connections 
will exist across Linapuni between 
the new development on the Low-
Rise/Kuhio Homes parcels and the 
existing Towers – that the new not 
“turn its back” on the existing;

•	 Cultural Connection: The design team 
was asked – within the context of 
meeting all of the new development’s 
programming criteria – to consider 
Pacific Island vernacular architecture 
and form in the design of new structures 
and landscapes (e.g., the “Round 
House” as model for meeting space);

•	 Common Spaces and Amenities: 
The design team was encouraged to 
accommodate facilities that support 
community gatherings and social 
service programs and providers. 

The comments recorded from the 
discussions at these public and CNI 
Task Force meetings were critical, and all 
have been used to inform the continuing 
development of the both the Housing and 
Neighborhood Components of this master 
planning effort as the process advances into 
its next phase.

THIS SKETCH ILLUSTRATES POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENT TO LINAPUNI’S STREETSCAPE, PROPOSING CENTRAL PARKWAY FLANKED BY 
DEDICATED BIKE PATHS.

THIS UPDATED MASTER PLAN SKETCH ILLUSTRATES ALL ASPECTS OF PROPOSED REPLACEMENT HOUSING AND NEIGHBORHOOD 
IMPROVEMENTS. AS WELL, IT INTRODUCES A PLANNING CONCEPT FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING PACT BUILDING.
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Community 
Charrette No. 3 
Neighborhood 
Meeting No. 3
A joint public meeting -- was held in 
the Community Hall of the St. John the 
Baptist Church and School at 6:30 PM 
on Wednesday, June 25. Approximately 
20 Kuhio Park residents, neighborhood 
residents, and Task Force committee 
members were in attendance. The event was 
introduced by City Council Member Joey 
Manahan and former State Representative 
Dennis Arakaki, and then WRNS presented 
a brief Power Point presentation describing 
the team, the Master Planning process, 
the overall Master Planning schedule and 
a more developed master plan both Kuhio 
Park, the replacement housing, and the 
surrounding neighborhood. The master 
planning concept focused on proposed 
neighborhood improvements, the overall 

landscape and open space plan, and a more 
detailed plan for the replacement of existing 
residential units were all introduced. After 
this short introduction, attendees were 
encouraged to visit the three (3) ‘Stations’ 
that were set up – Station 1: Neighborhood 
Improvements; Station 2: Landscape & Open 
Space concepts; and Station 3: Kuhio Park 
Housing concepts. All stations were manned 
by WRNS design team members. At these 
Stations, the further developed ideas were 
presented and discussed in greater detail. 
As well, discussions took place between 
residents and design team members at each 
Station with the goal of one, confirming that 
previous comments were considered in the 
development of the more refined planning 
concepts and two, reviewing the ideas 
presented and collecting new comments 
that may serve to inform the design team as 
the ‘preferred’ master planning scheme is 
finalized. Station highlights are summarized 
as follows:

STATION 1: THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

Design team members reviewed the overall 
concept behind the proposed neighborhood 
improvements as primarily a way to strengthen 

connections between Kuhio Park and the 
surrounding neighborhood. These proposed 
connections include ideas in support of safer 
street transit for pedestrians, safer and better 
designed street crossings, unique streetscape 
elements (landscape, lighting, etc.) that might 
help define the identity and character of Kuhio 
Park and the surrounding  neighborhood, 
targeted retail development opportunities 
(both new and improvements to existing), 
and additional Kalihi Stream crossings, 
potential pocket parks,  and connections 
to neighborhood streets via potential right-
of-way and property acquisitions. Potential 
street improvements were also described and 
discussed, specific to the inclusion of new 
sidewalks, bike paths, and other streetscape 
elements.   Proposed concepts and ideas 
were all well-received. Specific concerns 
continued to focus on pedestrian safety and 
parking issues – Kuhio Park residents looking 
for secure parking areas and neighborhood 
residents looking to minimize street parking in 
the surrounding neighborhood. 

STATION 2: LANDSCAPE & OPEN SPACE 

Design team members reviewed the overall 
concept behind the proposed, updated 
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CAPITAL AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
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Rehabilitation of Streets, Unit 48

Portion of King Street to be reconstructed across the 
full width.  Project is currently in the design phase 
and construction phase is estimated to commence in 
late 2015 or 2016

Rehabilitation of Localized Streets, 
Phase 12B &12C

Resurfacing of roadways south of H1 highway with 
edge to edge pavement and possible minor regrad-
ing work.  Project is scope and candidate streets are 
currently being defined and schedule to be deter-
mined

Tower at Kuhio Park & Site 
Improvements

Public-private project completed in 2013, renovated 
and transformed the  555 unit public housing towers 
to state-of-the-art affordable housing apartments with 
enhanced facilities, social service programs and rec-
reational activities

Awa Sewer Relief Improvements

Various Sewer improvements to address  aging 
sewer infrastructure and capacity. Project is cur-
rently in the design phase and construction phase is 
estimated for 2017 through 2020

Rehabilitation of Streets Unit 75

Portion of N. School Street and Middle Street to be 
reconstructed across the full width.  Project is cur-
rently in the design phase and construction phase is 
to be determined

Complete Street Project 

Complete Street Project at Fern Elementary School-
Kamehameha IV  Road safe route to school improve-
ments conceptual design is scheduled for 2014.  
Final design and construction by the City and County 
of Honolulu for project completion in 2016 or 2017

Honolulu High–Capacity Transit 
Corridor Project

The U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Tran-
sit Administration and the City and County of Hono-
lulu are undertaking the construction of a light rail 
line between East Kapolei and the Ala Moana Center 
with a Middle Street Station and Kalihi Station. The 
rail systems is projected for completion in 2019

Bus Stop ADA Access Improvements 
Project 

N. School St. at Linapuni St. Bus shelter installed to 
meet ADA requirements & trash receptacle replaced. 
Project was completed in 2014

H1 Freeway Rehabilitation Project

Major reconstruction federal aided project to upgrade, 
repair, and resurface a portion of the H1 highway be-
tween Middle Street to Ward Avenue with the intent to 
prolong roadway surface life and address congestion. 
The project is projected for completion in Summer 
2014

Site and Roadway Improvements at 
Kuhio Park Terrace

Street resurfacing and accessible pathway and utility 
pole improvements. Project is currently completing 
the design phase and construction phase is esti-
mated for 2014 through 2015

Rehabilitation of Localized Streets, 
Phase 12A

Resurfacing of roadways north of H1 highway with 
edge to edge pavement and possible minor regrad-
ing work.  Project is currently in the design phase 
and construction phase is estimated for 2015 
through 2016

Middle Street Pavement Reconstruction 

Reconstruction/replacement of the existing asphalt 
pavement with concrete pavement.  Replacement of 
existing and new street lights, and pedestrian, guard-
rail and drainage improvements.  Construction to 
begin in late 2014- 2015 and  be completed in 2016

landscape concept – the pathways 
that wind through Kuhio Park and “knit” 
together existing and proposed new 
structures, existing and proposed open 
spaces and courtyards, and proposed 
pathway connections to the surrounding 
neighborhood. Also discussed was the 
landscape plan as a critical component of 
the storm water management system, where 
bioswales, rain gardens, and permeable 
paving could all contribute to more 
manageable run-off during storm events.  
Proposed concepts and ideas were all well-
received, and residents continued to express 
further interest focused on the following:

•	 There is a desire to improve and 
integrate Kalihi Stream into the 
community as an asset;

•	 If fruit-bearing trees are being 
considered in courtyards and adjacent 
to parking areas, maintenance and 
sustainability need to be considered. 

STATION 3: HOUSING 

Design team members described in more 
detail the replacement housing concept – the 
inclusion of a separate and uniquely defined 

Senior housing complex to be located 
between Towers A and B, the proposed path 
connected the building-unique courtyards 
and open spaces, the proposed community 
buildings (the ‘wash house’, the ‘roundhouse’, 
etc.), the nature of the proposed replacement 
housing, and the proposed ‘Market’ building 
and outdoor gathering spaces. Several site 
sections were presented and discussed, 
showing the heights of potential residential 
buildings in relation to the site topography, 
the existing 17-story towers, the courtyards, 
and the adjacent residential neighborhood. 
Most importantly, the design team discussed 
the cultural roots of the conceptual building 
typologies presented – the exploration of 
traditional South Pacific Island vernacular 
architecture and building form and how that 
deep history provides clues to the way the 
design of the community and residential 
buildings should be approached. While most 
germane to the design of the community 
buildings (the “wash houses”, the Market 
Hall, the Round House), theses traditional 
forms have also been applied to the detail 
and roof-forms of the higher-density, taller 
residential structures. As well, the design 
team discussed the potential to incorporate 

solar panels and ‘green’ roofs into the design 
of the residential structures, helping to both 
generate energy and further support an 
active storm water management program. 

The development of a ‘balanced’ master 
plan concept – one that accommodates 
the desired housing density, open space, 
parking, and precepts of a sustainable 
community was a challenge. The need for 
and requirements around parking always 
represent critical and unavoidable planning 
criteria and Kuhio Park is no exception. 
Consequently, to meet even basic City and 
County of Honolulu parking requirements 
based on the number and composition of 
residential units required, the inclusion of 
structured parking in the master plan was 
necessary. The design team described 
how this was accomplished – first, by the 
development of a 200-space, three-level 
parking structure to be located adjacent to 
Linapuni Street and the N. School Street 
entry and second, by creating a podium 
structure (a level of parking partially below-
grade with housing above) at the property’s 
northernmost parcel.   Residents were in 
general agreement that such measures were 

THE DESIGN TEAM LOOKED TO TRADITIONAL PACIFIC ISLAND STRUCTURES FOR CLUES AS TO HOW THESE FORMS CAN BE APPLIED TO 
MODERN STRUCTURES IN A CULTURALLY APPROPRIATE  MANNER. 

THIS MAP IDENTIFIES A NUMBER OF PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND INVESTMENTS CURRENTLY BEING PLANNED (OR RECENTLY 
COMPLETED) BY BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS AS NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENTS. PROPOSED IN THE MASTER PLAN 
ADVANCE, CLOSE COORDINATION BETWEEN ALL PARTIES WILL BE CRITICAL. 
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required to accommodate necessary and 
desired parking, but continued to express 
concerns around security and visibility. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 26 CNI 
TASK FORCE MEETINGS
The design team shared with CNI Task 
Force members similar materials as were 
presented at the joint Community Charrette 
and Neighborhood Meeting, with more 
focused discussions taking place regarding 
the specific concerns and interests of each 
of the various Task Force sub-committees. 
From these meetings and critical follow-
up conversations with the Michaels 
Development Group and HPHA, a number 
of significant issues were brought forward 
and resolved that served to influence how 
the updated and refined master plan concept 
was developed. Principal issues discussed 
included:

•	 Density: The master plan now 
accommodates 434 new/replacement 
residential units – 85 ‘senior’ Units 
with 349 Units on the Low-Rise/
Kuhio Homes parcels. With existing 
residential units, the total Kuhio Park 
residential unit count would be 989;

•	 Connection to Towers: The design 
team responded to the desire that 
strong visual/physical connections 
exist across Linapuni between the new 
development on the Low-Rise/Kuhio 
Homes parcels and the existing Towers 
(that the new not “turn its back” on the 
existing). This was accomplished by the 
strengthening of pathways and view 
corridors from the Towers parcel across 
Linapuni and into the new development 
area; creating ‘pukas’, or openings in the 
taller residential structures that are sited 
adjacent to Linpuni; and strengthening 

Linapuni – through landscape/
streetscape – as a pedestrian and not 
predominately a vehicular pathway;

•	 Cultural Connection: The design team 
responded to the Task Force’s request 
that traditional Pacific Island forms be 
considered in the design of the new 
structures – these ideas were presented 
via a series of vignette sketches 
illustrating the community buildings and 
the conceptual residential building forms

•	 Common Spaces and Amenities: The 
design team responded to the Task 
Force’s request that facilities supporting 
community gatherings and social service 
programs and providers be considered 
as part of the master plan. In response, 
the design team presented an idea for 
the replacement of the PACT building 
-- replacing the current structure with 
a series of structures (gym, offices 
accommodating on-site social services) 
organized around an open courtyard that 
would provide a strong visual/physical 
connection across Linapuni and through 
the entire Kuhio Park site. The design 
team also further described the nature 
of the proposed single-story community 
buildings located as a component of 
each residential structure (the Wash 
Houses), the Round House and its 
position in the center of the community, 
the Market Hall marking the principal 
entry of Kuhio Park, and the structures 
supporting the various recreation spaces 
located throughout the master plan area.

IN CONCLUSION   
The third joint Community Charrette/
Neighborhood meeting was the final public 
meeting scheduled as part of the Housing 
and Neighborhood components of the 
master planning efforts. Based on the 
residential density agreed upon and the 
master planning concepts so far advanced, 
the design team was directed to continue 
to refine and finalize the preferred scheme. 
The final CNI Task Force meeting prior to 
the submission of the final Neighborhood 
Transformation Plan was held on August 21, 
where the final master plan concept was 
presented and reviewed. 

THIS DRAWING ILLUSTRATES A PROPOSED IDEA FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING 
PACT BUILDING. ITS MANY FEATURES INCLUDE A STAND-ALONE GYM/RECREATION 
BUILDING AND A SOCIAL SERVICES COMPLEX SEPARATED BY AN OPEN PLAZA.



The Preferred  
Master Plan Concept
All successful master plans are anchored 
by a big idea. That is, they are anchored 
by a concept that provides a clear and 
identifiable “armature” for the overall 
master plan, one that remains a strong 
organizational element as time advances 
and future development occurs. Based 
on the design team’s extensive research 
and analysis and most importantly, the 
comments and concerns voiced by Kuhio 
Park neighborhood residents, enhancing 
connections between their community 
and the greater Kalihi neighborhood 
and the City – and all of the potential 
access to services and opportunities that  
represents – was one of the most critical 
concerns expressed. Based on this 
desire for greater “connectedness”, the 
design team introduced – in Charrette 
and Neighborhood Meeting #2 -- the 
idea of “weaving;” weaving as both a 
link to the unique culture of Hawaii and 
the Pacific Islands and as a driver of 
the master planning concept. That is, 
specifically, how spatial organization of 
buildings, open space, and parking areas 
– all linked with connecting pathways – 
can support the weaving together of both 

the Kuhio Park community and Kuhio 
Park and its surrounding neighborhood. 
Weaving – through the creation of 
textiles, baskets, netting, rope, lines and 
mats – has deep and special meaning 
to many of the Pacific Island residents 
of Kuhio Park. It is a community-building 
and binding activity that reaches back in 
to each group’s cultural history, and one 
that crosses gender and age barriers. For 
Polynesians, the act of weaving produced 
both the Lauhala mats that bring family 
together over a meal, as well as the 
sails and rigging that allowed for inter 
island and Trans-Pacific navigation. In 
the development of the master planning 
concept, we have focused on the aspect 
of weaving as one that can enhance 
connections, and help bring various and 
even diverse elements together into 
a strong, unified entity – a tapestry, a 
network, a sail, a strong woven fabric of 
many individual threads. For this master 
planning concept on this very unique and 
specific site, we take the idea of weaving 
and connection and bring it to the ground 
plane where people exist – where they 
live, gather, play, and move.
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The Housing 
Strategy
LANDSCAPE

Tthe ground plane: The landscape master 
planning concept describes how this 
“weaving” concept can connect the open 
spaces and building courtyards throughout 
Kuhio Park via gently undulating and shaded 
greenways. The walkways and greenways 
that are created to support the walkway 
system are the threads in the fabric of the 
community and will work to promote access 
and connectivity between all destinations 
throughout Kuhio Park and the surrounding 
neighborhood. The primary walkways could 
feature one or two tree types to designate 
the main spines of the community circulation 
system, while the buildings’ courtyards (the 
residential “villages”) could each feature 
different trees, helping to establish an identity 
for the building or sub-community within the 
larger Kuhio Park development.

On a more personal level, the Master 
Plan looks to supporting even stronger 
connections – both physical and cultural – 
between the ground plane, the landscape 
and the residents. Rather than simply a visual 
and static component, the landscape will 

be filled with useful plant materials – plant 
materials that can be harvested by the 
community for food, like Mangoes, Avocados, 
Tangerines and Breadfruit or for cultural 
uses, like Ti and ferns used in Halua activities 
and for textiles, like Hala, Ti and Hau for 
use in mat weaving, and cordage. The 
relationship between the landscape plan and 
the planting palette that supports it needs 
to be sustainable and of the right balance, 
providing opportunities can be adjusted as 
the community’s needs change over time. 
This approach can support a landscape and 
environment of participation, community 
ownership and pride.

The landscape master plan concept 
introduces the idea of developing green 
gateways at either end of Linapuni Street. 
At the N. School Street entry, a shaded 
Market Square open court greets people as 
they enter the community by vehicle or foot. 
The court would allow temporary stalls and 
tables to be set up for market days and with 
benches, chairs, and tables for gathering 
and visiting under the shade of canopy 
trees. Near the opposite end of Linapuni, an 
agricultural-based concept can be expanded 
from the existing Community Garden along 
the streetscape and include the parking lot. 
In this plan, surface parking areas are seen 
as open space and storm water management 

opportunities that if designed and planted 
properly, can contribute much to the usable 
landscape. Specifically, shade trees could 
be fruit or flower oriented with trellises along 
the fenced and screened edges. These trellis 
structures could support plants such as 
gourd vines, providing both visual identity and 
a plant material that can be used in music 
and halau activities.

The landscape master plan incorporates 
these critical organizational concepts and 
planning parameters:

•	 It proposes pathways, adjacent 
courtyards, and open spaces that form 
a “Lei of Green” (syn. “String of Pearls”) 
around and through Kuhio Park;

•	 Primary Vehicular and pedestrian routes 
are defined by unifying tree canopies, 
connecting nodes of passive and active 
gathering and recreation spaces;

•	 It incorporates a “Village Green” 
anchored by the Round House 
(syn. Town Square, City Center) 
for community-wide gathering;

•	 It incorporates public spaces with 
multi-use areas for active and 
passive gatherings and recreation.

•	 It proposes adding and strengthening 
connections between Kuhio Park, 
the adjacent and surrounding target 
neighborhood, and the greater 
Kalihi neighborhood, supporting 
better access routes to the larger 
open spaces currently dispersed 
throughout the community;

•	 It proposes a ‘Market Halé’ (syn. The 
Usable Landscape, Urban Agriculture, 
Urban Orchard, The Farmer’s Market) as 
a center for healthy food education and 
market for community-produced goods;

•	 It proposes public spaces that allow 
edible or usable landscape materials to 
be integrated into this urban environment, 
with smaller, efficient areas dedicated 
to edible orchards (e.g Ulu, Samoan 
Coconut, Tamarind) or textile/halau 
materials (e.g. Lei Plumeria, Puakenikeni, 
Hala) and space for community gardens 
and cut flowers. This relies on the 
community embracing these public 
and common spaces as a sustainable 
and renewable resource, finite in 
supply and managed by everyone; 

THE HOUSING COMPONENT MASTER PLAN IN THE CONTEXT OF THE GREATER TARGET 
NEIGHBORHOOD.

•	 It incorporates the notion of “Xeriscape” 
– the use of climate-appropriate plant 
materials, where resource hungry plants 
are grouped and managed together, 
and where plants are selected for 
more than simply aesthetics; rather 
they serve multiple purposes such 

as a food source, support of cultural 
activities screening and/or edge-
defining architectural elements, etc.

•	 It incorporates a diversity of public 
spaces – spaces that vary in size, 
scale, use, programming, relationship to 
pathways and structures, and location;

•	 It proposes public spaces must be easy 
to get to, universally accessible and that 
provide safe, visible passage to and from 
residential and community buildings;

•	 It proposes resource efficient and 
easily sustainable landscape that is low 
maintenance, water conscious, has low 
fertilization needs, and incorporates 
BMP’s (Best Management Practices) 
that help minimize the potential for 
erosion, dust, vandalism, etc;

•	 It supports opportunities to increase 
environmental stewardship, and 
integrates ideas such as bioswales 
to help control on-site storm water 
management, increased contributions 
to the urban reforestry effort to 
reduce the urban heat island effect, 
and management of on-site green 
waste for composting and reuse;

•	 It proposes the establishment of 
and guidelines for great pedestrian 
pathways and “Complete Streets”;

•	 It proposes pedestrian routes that 
allow residents and neighbors 

CONCEPTUAL RENDERING OF LINAPUNI STREET AT N. SCHOOL STREET . RESIDENTS AND VISITORS FIRST VIEW WILL BE OF THE “MARKET 
HALE” – INTENDED TO BE AN ASSET FOR BOTH KUHIO PARK AND THE SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOOD. 

EXISTING PHOTOGRAPH OF LINAPUNI STREET AT N. SCHOOL STREET – THE PRINCIPLE 
ENTRY FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD INTO KUHIO PARK
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to walk at a comfortable pace 
with periodic resting areas;

•	 It proposes pedestrian pathways that 
incorporate areas with shade in summer 
and sun access in cooler months;

•	 It proposes good visual access and 
defensible spaces – the ability to 
see through and into public spaces 
and pedestrian and vehicular 
routes, enhancing safety and 
security (“eyes on the street”);

•	 It proposes a landscape concept 
that is visually interesting, with 
diversity of textures, colors, and 
response to light and shade;

•	 It proposes landscape concept 
that incorporates trees of various 
sizes and scales, especially as 
related to the planned residential 
and community structures.

HOUSING, COMMUNITY BUILDINGS, 
AND PARKING: The strength of landscape 
plan described above will be further 
reinforced through the strategic siting 
of residential and community buildings. 
Residential building placement will form 

framed views of the surrounding park-like 
setting of Kuhio Park and the Kalihi Valley 
beyond. Most importantly, their siting and 
placement and the courtyards they “cradle” 
will serve as destinations for the pedestrian 
pathways that link and ‘weave’ the entire 
Kuhio Park site together. These courtyards 
– serving as outdoor residential living rooms 
– are open to interior circulation and the 
pedestrian pathways. They are intended 
to accommodate common amenities such 
as garden spaces, small play areas for the 
residents’ youngest children, and cooking/
barbeque areas. 

Clearly defined uses of the courtyards 
and common spaces are important to 
accommodate, but there are other, perhaps 
more symbolic and/or culturally significant 
opportunities that many residents and Task 
Force members encouraged the design 
team to explore to further enhance the 
community’s sense of place – specifically, 
links to traditional celestial navigation and 
the night sky. Through the incorporation of 
public art such as patterns in the courtyard 
pavement – abstract patterns of the 
dominant features of the night sky – or, as 

a number of residents suggested, making 
strategically sited blank walls available to 
local artists for the creation of wall murals or 
mosaics depicting aspects of the night skies 
of Hawaii and the Polynesian triangle.  Much 
as the Hokulea is trying to physically tie 
the Pacific Island nations together through 
its epic voyage, the pedestrian pathways 

could link the courtyards which could all 
feature an aspect of the summer night skies 
over Hawaii, Tonga, Samoa, Kiribati, New 
Zealand, Fiji, and Micronesia. The concepts 
around navigation could be a powerful 
link to education, and offer yet another 
way to acknowledge and honor all of the 
people who reside in Kuhio Park and the 
surrounding neighborhood.

The Master Plan also proposes the 
placement of a single-story community 
building – the “wash house” -- within the 
courtyard of every residential Village. This 
structure is conceived of as accommodating 
laundry facilities, mail, smaller meeting 
spaces (spaces that might serve as 
remote social service support spaces), and 
gathering spaces for adults. The Plan also 
proposes other common buildings and 
community gathering spaces, including a 
community “Round House” and adjacent 
gathering space (syn. Samoan Fale) on axis 
with and visually connected to the PACT 
building across Linapuni, a meeting hall and 
open recreational space also on axis and 
visually connected across Linapuni, and 
the proposed ‘Market Halé’ and flanking 
outdoor gathering space at the N. School 
Street entry. Not only are these buildings 
conceived as supporting the new residents 
of the Low Rise/Kuhio Homes replacement 
units, but it is hoped that through appropriate 
programming their strategic physical 
placement and visual accessibility, and the 
nature of the pathways that connect them, 
the buildings will be seen as assets for the 

entire Kuhio Park community and even for 
the adjacent neighborhood residents as well.

Many residents commented on the need for 
housing that better accommodates seniors 
so consequently,  the Plan also proposes the 
siting and development of an 85 Unit (85 
one-bedroom units) ‘Seniors Only’ residential 
building to be located on the site of the existing 
Teen Center. This building would be oriented to 
provide a secure outdoor courtyard for senior 
residents flanking Kalihi Stream, as well as 
provide for “eyes on the stream” which will 
contribute to the evolution of the stream from a 
liability to a community asset.

Parking and its attendant requirements 
always constitute powerful -- and 
unavoidable -- planning criteria and  
Kuhio Park is no exception. With many 
residents expressing a need for greater-
than-code required parking spaces per unit 
and the design team encouraged to develop 
a plan that supports a greater density of 
residential units than currently exists (174), it 
was a challenge to create a plan that attains 
a proper balance between building footprint 
(coverage), open space, circulation, and 
parking. 

The Plan proposes landscaped surface 
parking lots placed adjacent to each 
building, serving to act as spatial buffers 

THE MARKET HALE WILL BE ONE OF THE 
FIRST KUHIO PARK STRUCTURES TO BE 
SEEN AND EXPERIENCED AS ONE ENTER 
THE COMMUNITY

LEFT: THIS SERIES OF DIAGRAMS HOW 
PLANNING COMPONENTS ARE ORGANIZED 
AROUND PRINCIPLE  PEDESTRIAN 
PATHWAYS – PATHWAYS TO OPEN SPACES; 
OPEN SPACES TO RESIDENTIAL “VILLAGES;” 
RESIDENTIAL VILLAGES TO PARKING; AND 
EVERYTHING TO COMMUNITY BUILDINGS

THE SINGLE STORY “WASH HOUSE” 
ANCHORS EACH COURTYARD, WHICH 
IN-TURN IS “CRADLED BY A RESIDENTIAL 
“VILLAGE.”

THE ROUND HOUSE AND COMMUNITY 
GATHERING SPACE OCCUPY A STRATEGIC 
LOCATION WITHIN THE COMMUNITY AND 
CAN BE BOTH PHYSICALLY AND VISUALLY 
ACCESSED FROM ALL DIRECTIONS

STRUCTURED PARKING ADJACENT 
TO LINAPUNI WITH TOWERS AND NEW 
RESIDENTIAL UNITS BEYOND

THIS UPDATED LANDSCAPE PLAN ILLUSTRATES THE NUMBER AND VARIETY OF THE MASTER PLANS PROPOSED OPEN, COMMON AND 
COMMUNITY SPACES, ALL LINKED BY A SERIES OF DEFINED PEDESTRIAN PATHWAYS.
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between residential buildings. They are 
sized and located such that occupants of 
the residential units will always have at 
least one parking space per unit located a 
manageable distance from the building in 
which their unit is located. But based on the 
density and bedroom mix, and factoring in 
a 25% reduction in the City and County of 
Honolulu’s established parking requirements, 
at least 600 parking spaces will be required 
to accommodate the 349 residential units 
planned for the Low-Rise parcels. This has 
been accommodated by one, identifying 
a three-level, approximately 204-space 
parking structure (one level partially below-
grade, two levels above) located adjacent to 
the Market Hale off Linapuni and near the 
N. School Street entry and two, identifying a 
one-level, 142-space, partially below-grade 
level of parking serving as a podium for the 
residential units located on Kuhio Park’s 
northernmost parcel.  The 25% parking 
reduction is equivalent to that granted to 
the adjacent  Kalihi TOD (Transit Oriented 
Development) district, and although Kuhio 
Park is not currently within the boundaries of 
this new district, the team is confident that 
because of the demographics of Kuhio Park 
residents and the frequency of their use of 
public transit, seeking this 25% reduction 
constitutes a reasonable request. 

Proposed placement of residential 
buildings according to their density – which 
translated into building height – has been 
deliberate, with buildings of higher density/
taller massing sited closest to the existing 
17-story towers along Linapuni and away 
from the adjacent and existing single-family 
residential neighborhood. Buildings will form 
strong relationships to the street, serving 
to reinforce the primary pathway-centered 
circulation network and the public and 
common spaces of Kuhio Park. Varied roof 
levels and roof profiles – including ‘green 
roofs’ --  will create a more ‘village’ feel, with 
a greater degree of articulation serving to 
scale down the buildings real and apparent 
massing as they face towards the interior 
pathways and courtyards. Residents will 
access their own units from open, covered 
walkways located along the interior of each 
building’s internal, “cradled” courtyard. 
Building circulation cores are strategically 
and centrally located to encourage resident 
interaction and to promote safety by 

providing eyes on the courtyards, open 
spaces, and pedestrian pathways, Buildings 
are single-loaded with primary living spaces 
oriented along the public street walls of 
the buildings. Units will be configured to 
take advantage of street views, natural day 
lighting and cross-ventilation opportunities.

As with traditional weaving as a foundation 
for the master planning concept, the design 
team looked to traditional Pacific Island 
forms for clues appropriate to the design of 
the new Kuhio Park structures. While there 
are no direct cultural precedents applicable 
to modern, multi-story residential structures, 
traditional roof forms, layering, and even 
weaving of structural elements have helped 
to develop, even in this early master planning 
phase, an approach to both the siting of the 
buildings and their general form. What the 
buildings should avoid is “application” of 

Hawaiian themed elements onto otherwise 
generic buildings – buildings that can be 
found anywhere. Rather, the building’s 
themselves can incorporate traditional form 
into their fundamental design – whether 
in their roof profiles (e.g., “Butterfly” roofs 
reminiscent of the Polynesian sail), their 
massing (e.g., ground level openings, or 
“pukas” allowing for visual and physical 
connections),  or their relationship to 
adjacent, common spaces (e.g., the ‘wash 
house’ and adjacent courtyard, the Round 
House and adjacent community green). 

Key to a successful Housing Strategy as a 
component of this master planning effort 
has been the true creation of place while still 
meeting critical master planning criteria. The 
current master plan concept, as presented, 
does just that.  434 new and replacement 
residential units, required parking 

strategically located and distributed, open 
space both specific to building groupings 
and the community, a ground plane that 
connects both Kuhio Park within and with 
the surrounding target neighborhood, 
and community buildings that will serve 
to support easy access to social services, 
education, and healthy living all contribute 
to a public housing community that can be a 
place of “choice and pride”.

RESIDENTIAL DENSITY TABLE

UNIT TYPES BEDROOMS

[1]

85

25

–

BEDROOMS

[2]

–

68

–

BEDROOMS

[3]

–

163

–

BEDROOMS

[4]

–

81

–

BEDROOMS

[5]

TOTAL

– 85

12 349

– 434

SENIOR HOUSING

LOW-RISE

TOTAL

THE PROJECT PHASING PLAN LOOKS TO 
PHASE CONSTRUCTION WITH MINIMUM 
DISRUPTION TO KUHIO PARK RESIDENTS

PROJECT PHASING TABLE

PHASE
SITE AREA 
(ACRES)

2.2

2.9

1.1

2

15.4

2

2.5

2.7

BUILDING 
AREA ( SF)

56,000

110,000

70,000

112,000

610,000

83,000

31,000

148,000

NEW  
UNITS

85

88

0

61

434

67

0

133

EXISTING 
UNITS TO BE  
REMOVED

0

52

12

40

174

34

0

36

CHARACTERISTICS

Senior Housing, associated site work

Residential Villages F & G, the round house,  
associated site work

63K Sf 3-level Parking Structure, Market Hale,  
associated site work

Residential Villages H & J, connection to Owene, associated 
site work. Includes 48K SF for “Podium” parking

–

Residential Villages A & B, associated site work

Replacement of the existing PACT building,  
associated site work

Residential Villages C, D & E, associated site work

1

5

2

6

TOTALS

3

7

4

OPEN GREEN SPACES AND “PUKAS” 
CREATED WITHIN RESIDENTIAL 
STRUCTURES ALLOW VISUAL ACCESS INTO 
COMMON SPACES FROM TOWER PARCELS 
ACROSS LINAPUNI

THE PROPOSED PACT BUILDING 
REPLACEMENT CONSISTS OF TWO MAJOR 
BUILDING MASSES FLANKING A CENTRAL 
PLACE
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New surface parking with areas of 
permeable paving and natural filtra-
tion at perimeters (e.g., rain garden, 
bio-swale). Typical for all new surface 
parking areas

Community park

New street connection at Owens

Community recreation facility

Perimeter pathway

Removal of existing Ahonui gate

New, three-level, 204 space parking structure

New “Market Halé” and outdoor community 
seating/gathering area

Removal of existing gate/guard shack

Single-story ‘wash-house’ common facil-
ity with laundry, mail, meeting space — 
typical at every residential “Village”

Multi-story residential Village

Green roof at lower wings of residential 
structures – contributers to site-wide 
storm water management program

Enhanced pedestrian crossings (lighting, 
signage, pavement markings)

Existing Tower B

Potential new Kalihi Stream crossing 
(easement/acquisition required), with enhanced 
pedestrian access to N. School Street

Perimeter Pathway “Fitness Loop” with shaded 
seating/resting areas

Potential new Kalihi Stream crossing 
(easement/acquisition required), with enhanced 
pedestrian access to Gulick Avenue

85 unit Senior residential facility at previous 
Teen Center site 

Perimeter Pathway/”Fitness Loop” with shaded 
seating/resting areas. Will also be adjacent to strategically 
located bio-swales and rain-gardens as part of the site-wide 
storm water management system

Proposed replacement for PACT Building – New, 
mixed-use social service and rec reation facility 
with central, open court

Common open space

Linapuni Street streetscape upgrades to include en-
hanced pedestrian crossings, consistent and unique 
street lighting, potential inclusion of dedicated bike paths 
(if street parking is eliminated), street furnishings and 
landscape

ADA accessible pedestrian bridge at 
Kalihi Stream

Round House and community gathering space

Perimeter pathway

Housing component study area boundary 
(Kuhio Park property line)

Potential new street connection to Kuhio 
Park and potential neighborhood (easement/ 
acquisition required)

Potential new street connection from Hiu 
to Kuhio Park and creation of neighbor-
hood pocket park (easement/acquisition 
required)

Existing Tower A

Perimeter pathway/“Fitness Loop” with 
shaded seating/resting areas

Terraced seating area and 
performance/community gathering space

Terraced, ADA accessible walkway from 
Kuhio Park to grade and Richard Lane 
(replace existing elevated, caged bridge 
structure)

50’

NORTH

100’ 200’ 300’ 400’0’

Removal of existing guard shack

Enhanced pedestrian crossings (lighting, 
signage, pavement markings)

Existing Tower B

Potential new Kalihi Stream crossing 
(easement/acquisition required), with enhanced 
pedestrian access to N. School Street

Potential new Kalihi Stream crossing 
(easement/acquisition required), with enhanced 
pedestrian access to Gulick Avenue

KUHIO PARK MASTER PLAN:
THE HOUSING COMPONENT

Common open space

Existing Halé

Round House and community gathering space

Perimeter pathway

Housing component study area boundary 
(Kuhio Park property line)

Existing Tower A

Terraced, ADA accessible walkway from 
Kuhio Park to grade and Richard Lane 
(replace existing elevated, caged bridge 
structure)

Lower density, multi-story residential 
on 142 space, partially below grade 
parking podium

Enhanced four-way intersection and 
pedestrian crossing (lighting, signage, 
pavement markings)

New Kuhio Park monument entry signage

Perimeter Pathway “Fitness Loop”

:
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The 
Neighborhood 
Strategy
Weaving as a cultural link and organizational 
concept is as germane to the development 
of a viable Neighborhood Strategy as it is 
to the Housing Strategy. As we have heard 
from Kuhio Park residents and neighborhood 
residents alike, good connections throughout 
the greater community are important. Good 
connections encourage pedestrian safety, 
access to services, and “eyes on the street” 
and the security that comes with appropriate 
visual access. As well, neighborhood 
residents expressed a desire for better City 
services and higher quality retail options. 
While many neighborhood concerns focused 
heavily on policy and associated City and 
social services, as designers and planners we 
recognize that targeted investments focused 
on the physical environment can often serve 
as catalysts for enhanced and more positive 
community attitudes which in turn, can help 
sponsor economic growth and hopefully, an 
enhanced quality of life for all neighborhood 
residents.

In the course of this master planning effort 
and based on analysis of existing conditions 
and collection of community input, the 
design team developed a number of specific 
strategies focusing on improvements to the 
target neighborhood surrounding Kuhio Park. 
These have been organized into specific 
categories as follows:

NEIGHBORHOOD 
CONNECTIONS
The Housing Strategy describes the 
connections within Kuhio Park proper, but 
there are a number of opportunities for 
enhanced connections between Kuhio Park 
and the surrounding neighborhood that if 
instituted, could help support enhanced 
access to schools and services, as well 
as visibility, security, and safety. Some of 
these potential connections would require 
easements or even property acquisitions 
as part of the overall strategy. These 
opportunities include:

•	 Removal of gates/guardhouses from 
Kuhio Park ingress/egress points 
(Linapuni Street, Ahonui Street);

•	 New vehicular/pedestrian connection 
from Kuhio Park to Owene Lane;

•	 New pedestrian connection from Palena 
Street to the pathway flanking Kuhio 
Park’s Tower A parking area (would 
require easement/property acquisition);

•	 New vehicular/pedestrian connection 
from Hiu Street to Kuhio Park’s Tower A 
parking area (would require easement/
property acquisition). Depending on 
easement and/or property acquisition, a 
small pocket park serving the immediate 
neighborhood could be created;

•	 Replacement of caged pedestrian 
overpass from southern most corner of 
Kuhio Park property to Richard Lane 
with terraced, ADA accessible ramp 
way and enhanced street crossings. 
Also, enhancement or replacement of 
existing pedestrian bridge over Kalihi 
Stream (from Richard Lane to grounds 
of Kalihi Waena Elementary School) 
and creation of defined, ADA accessible 
pathway from bridge to Gulick Avenue.

•	 New pedestrian connection via new 
bridge adjacent to Tower B over Kalihi 
Stream with connection to Gertz Lane 
and then Gulick Avenue (would require 
easement/property acquisition);

•	 New pedestrian connection via 
new bridge adjacent to Tower B 
parking area over Kalihi Stream with 
connection to Amelia Street and 
then N. School Street (would require 
easement/property acquisition);

•	 New vehicular/pedestrian connection 
and creation of neighborhood park 
between Keha Place and Haumana 
Place. This would require a significant 
property acquisition, but would provide 
a much needed open, green space in 
an area of the target neighborhood 
that is densely developed with 
minimum public open space. 

SAFE STREETS
One of the most significant concerns of both 
Kuhio Park residents and neighborhood 
residents alike is the lack of safe streets and 
the City services that would maintain them. 
Currently, only Linapuni, Ahonui, Middle/N. 
School Streets, and portions of Horner, 
Hulali, and Palena Streets have sidewalks. 
As well, there no defined bike lanes currently 

in the target neighborhood area (the N. 
School and Middle Street corridor has been 
identified for future bike paths), nor is there 
an established storm water collection system. 
All structures are served by overhead utilities, 
with power poles located within the limited 
street public right-of-ways. While the City 
and County’s Department of Transportation 
is studying the incorporation of “Complete 
Streets” within zones of the greater Kalihi 
neighborhood, the CNI Transformation 
plan can be a catalyst for focusing such 
improvements on the target neighborhood 
(Complete Streets - a transportation policy 
and design approach that requires streets 
to be planned, designed, operated, and 
maintained to enable safe, convenient and 
comfortable travel and access for users of all 
ages and abilities regardless of their mode 
of transportation). The design team focused 
on suggesting potential improvement to the 
following streets:

•	 Middle Street/N. School Street 
corridor: The Middle Street/N. School 
Street corridor has been identified for 
a future bike path as part of the overall 
Oahu Bike Plan, but is not currently a 
priority. Currently, this corridor has two 
travel lanes in each direction and at 
commute times, is heavily trafficked. 
While the Oahu Bike Plan calls for bike 
path markings in the existing travel 
lane (a “sharrow”), more appropriate 
would be the creation of two defined, 
5’ bike paths, two travel lanes, and a 
center ‘turn’ lane. Such a configuration 
would require that all street parking be 
eliminated, which is currently permissible 
on sections of N. School Street. As an 
alternative, the “sharrow” concept could 
be implemented on each of the two 
innermost travel lanes. Combined with 
a streetscape improvement program 
(consistent street lighting, a landscape 
and street tree program, sidewalk repair 
and accessibility upgrades, intersection 
improvements, appropriate signage, 
attractive and regularly-spaced trash 
receptacles, bicycle racks, and upgraded 
transit stops and shelters), this corridor 
could become more supportive of safe 
bike and pedestrian circulation, which 
would serve to improve access to both 
existing retail services and the Middle 
Street multi-modal transit facility (and 

future Middle Street Light-Rail Station). 
A series of intersection improvements 
and enhancements (enhanced pavement 
markings, pavement types, signage) 
have also been recommended along 
this corridor, specific at the intersection 
of Middle/N. School Street at Kaua 
Street, Rose Street, Kamehameha 
IV Road (Kam IV), Ahonui Street, 
and the Linapuni Street zone;

•	 Rose Street: Rose Street serves as an 
extension of Linapuni Street and is a 
direct vehicular and pedestrian route 
to Middle Street and its attendant 
retail services. Sufficient public right-
of-way exists (38’) to create a defined 
sidewalk, two travel lanes, and still 
allow for parallel parking on one side 
of the street. It is also recommended 
that some level of streetscape 
improvements be implemented – 
consistent street lighting as a minimum. 

•	 Kamehameha IV Road: Kam IV is a 
heavily trafficked street, and happens to 
also serve as the principal walking route 
of school children to and from parts of 
the target neighborhood and Kuhio Park. 
As with Rose Street, sufficient public 
right-of-way exists to create defined 
sidewalks, including a landscape strip to 
help separate pedestrian from vehicular 
traffic and/or street parking. The 
challenge will be to eliminate some street 
parking and to monitor and eliminate 
private encroachment into the public 
right-of-way. Streetscape improvements 
should include consistent lighting and 
a defined planting/utility strip, along 
with defined, 6’ wide sidewalks on each 
side of the street. The intersection of 
Rose and Kam IV (four-way) and Kam IV 
and Kahauiki  (three-way with impaired 
visibility) require particular attention, as 
both are choke points for pedestrian 
and vehicular traffic. Improvements 
should include enhanced pedestrian 
crossing markings, additional stop 
signs, embedded cross-walk lighting 
and additional warning signage;

•	 Linapuni Street: As the principal route 
through Kuhio Park and connection to 
the surrounding target neighborhood, 
Linapuni deserves special attention. 
It currently acts as somewhat of a 
barrier between the Tower and the 
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Low-Rise parcels, but through targeted 
enhancements, can act as a unifying 
element. The team has explored two 
alternative streetscape approaches 
– both incorporate consistent and 
“branded” street lighting and landscaping 
along the length of the street, but one 
proposes elimination of street parking, 
inclusion of two 5’ bike paths (one each 
direction), and a central landscaped 
parkway which would accommodate both 
street lighting and street trees. In either 
alternative, pedestrian crossings between 
the Tower and Low-rise parcels would 
be increased in number and reinforced 
through signage and street markings;

•	 Richard Lane: The H-1 overpass at 
Richard Lane has been identified as a 
safety problem by a significant number of 
neighborhood residents.  At a minimum, 
the master plan recommends additional 
street and tunnel lighting be installed. 

Common to all streets in Kuhio Park and 
the target neighborhood area is the lack of 
a storm water collection system; a lack of 
consistent, code-compliant street lighting; 
lack of defined sidewalks and pedestrian 
crossings; existence of overhead utilities with 
attendant and haphazardly placed power 
poles; and fairly widespread encroachment 
of private use into the public right-of-way. 
Correcting these issues can be enormously 
expensive – at least $3.6+ million/mile 
not counting any potential or necessary 
easement acquisitions, street surface 
repairs, or sewer system improvements. 
At a minimum, creating defined sidewalks, 
consistent street lighting, and enhanced 
crosswalks along the most-used 
pedestrian routes is critical. While the other 
recommended street improvements may 
not be critical, advancing at least a portion of 
them will serve to further enhance the safety 
of the existing streets. 

OPEN SPACE & 
NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS
The target neighborhood is densely 
developed with few vacant properties. While 
a few of these vacant residential properties 
have been identified in the Block-by-
Block survey, their location and probable 
acquisition costs may make their conversion 
to neighborhood parks impractical. The 

design team, however, has identified a 
few opportunities where open space can 
be made more available to neighborhood 
residents:

•	 Pocket Parks: There are at least three 
locations within the target neighborhood 
that have been identified as potential 
locations for neighborhood pocket 
parks (see ‘Neighborhood Connections’ 
above), but easements and/or property 
acquisitions would be required. 

•	 Fort Shafter: The large expanse of 
open green space currently part of Fort 
Shafter, flanking Middle Street as it 
approaches Kaua Street that could be 
considered as a potential, neighborhood 
park, although the location is somewhat 
remote and access requires crossing 
Middle Street.  Currently the fence 
separating the Fort Shafter property 
is immediately adjacent to the Middle 
Street, but could – assuming positive 
negotiations with the Army and the 
development of a viable maintenance 
agreement – be moved back to the 
perimeter of the adjacent parking 
areas, bringing that open space 
into the neighborhood realm;

•	 Kuhio Park: The proposed master 
plan for the Housing Component 
of Kuhio Park accomplishes two 
things as related to parks and open 
space  – one, it creates a number of 
useable open spaces and community 
parks and recreation areas and two,  it 
creates connections between Kuhio 
Park and the surrounding target 
neighborhood such that these spaces 
can be more easily accessed;

•	 Kalihi Stream: Many Kuhio Park and 
neighborhood residents have expressed 
a desire to see Kalihi Stream cleaned-
up, made accessible and safe, and 
converted from the liability it now is to 
an asset for the entire community. The 
master plan advances this concept in 
a number of ways – one, it proposes 
additional stream crossings that will 
increase safety by providing enhanced 
access and additional ‘eyes-on-the-
stream’; two, it proposes a pedestrian 
pathway that flanks the stream for 
virtually its entire length on the Kuhio 
Park side; and three, it proposes to 

locate a Senior Residential facility with a 
courtyard opening to the stream further 
enhancing its use, visibility, and security. 

PUBLIC TRANSIT
The target neighborhood is served by a 
number of transit stops which provide access 
to transit routes throughout Honolulu and 
Oahu. Proposed street improvements and 
additional pedestrian connections will 
improve pedestrian accessibility to these 
stops, and improvements to the transit 
stops and shelters themselves will serve 
to increase transit use and improve the 
public transit experience. Even with street 
improvements and the potential addition of 
bike paths, the Middle Street route to the 
Kalihi Transit Center (and future Middle 
Street Light Rail Station) is relatively long 
and somewhat foreboding. It is reasonable to 
expect that once full build-out is realized at 
Kuhio Park and HART’s Light Rail system is 
operational, increased transit service – either 
by a more frequent schedule of existing 
routes or by a unique, Kuhio Park/Middle 
Street station shuttle – can be explored. 

NEIGHBORHOOD RETAIL
According to the Collier’s (CHCR) Retail 
Development Recommendations (summary 
report included in the ‘Appendices’ section 
of this report), there are six potential 
options for retail development in the target 
neighborhood area. These are:

•	 Option A: With the redevelopment of 
the low rise units, the development 
could incorporate some ground 
floor retail spaces along Linapuni 
Street. Conditional use permits or a 
zoning change would be needed to 
accomplish this. Short term rentals 
could be incorporated into the existing 
residential redevelopment strategy.

The master plan concept proposes the 
development of a Market Halé at Linapuni 
adjacent to the principal Kuhio Park entry 
(@ N. School Street). This structure could 
accommodate these short-term rentals, 
provide space from which Kuhio Park 
residents could market and sell their own 
products, and act as a base for Farmer’s 
Markets and a possible permanent venue for 
the sale of fresh foods and produce. 

•	 Option B: The Kuhio Park Resource 
Center currently has a small sundry 
shop that is manned infrequently. This 
site could be expanded to incorporate 
additional retail space, as there is 
ample parking fronting the building.

The master plan proposes the possible full 
replacement of the existing Kuhio Park 
Resource Center (PACT building) with a 
new, mixed-use structure. Additional Kuhio 
Park focused, small-scale retail space could 
be accommodated in this new structure if 
included in the desired program.

•	 Option C: HPHA has a building 
currently under lease with Solid Rock 
Church that could be considered for 
redevelopment. Adjacent to the Kuhio 
Park Resource Center, this property 
appears dated and in need of upgrades. 
A joint development agreement with 
HPHA and Solid Rock Church could add 
additional square footage to the site to 
incorporate additional commercial uses.

The master plan proposes demolition of the 
Solid Rock Church and replacement with an 
85 unit ‘seniors’ residential development. 

•	 Option D:  A portion of TMK# 1-1-
3-39-9 that is at the intersection of 
Linapuni and N. School Street would 
be a highly visible location and ideally 
situated to capture both residents and 
non-resident commercial traffic.

Ideally, the existing retail at this location – 
including Sunny’s Market (see below) would 
be a candidate for a significant physical 
upgrade or acquisition and redevelopment.  
It is, as the Collier’s study points out, ideally 
located and easily accessible to both Kuhio 
Park and neighborhood residents. With 
Sunny’s Market, the property also marks 
the principal entry to the Kuhio Park, so its 
potential improvement is a critical component 
supporting the general neighborhood 
transformation effort. 

•	 Option E: Sunny’s Market, located that 
the intersection of Linapuni Street 
and N. School Street benefits from 
high visibility and easy access to the 
residents from Kuhio Park. An inquiry 
should be made into whether the 
owner of this site would be willing to 
sell or participate in a joint venture 

to improve the retail and commercial 
options for residents in the area.

Sunny’s Market has been identified by many 
Kuhio Park and neighborhood residents as 
a reasonably decent and easily accessible 
retail service, but a public safety issue. 
Ideally, this property could be combined 
with TMK#1-1-3-39-9, acquired, and 
redeveloped as new, upgraded retail. Short 
of that, the master plan proposes a physical 
upgrade of both properties, and one that 
is compatible and complimentary with the 
adjacent, proposed Market Halé on the Kuhio 
Park property.

•	 Option F: Located adjacent to the 
intersection of Linapuni Street and 
N. School Street, this B-2 zoned 
commercial site could be acquired for 
redevelopment. Jin’s Market is located 
on this parcel with several other tenants.

Jin’s Market and the adjacent tenants are 
well-managed and popular neighborhood 
businesses. Based existing data and 
resident comments, the property has not 
been identified as a public safety issue, but 
is a good candidate for a modest physical 
upgrade. As with the property across 
Linapuni and anchored by Sunny’s Market, 
the property occupies a strategic location 
flanking Kuhio Park’s principal entry.

In addition to the recommendations 
presented in CHCR’s retail study, the master 
plan identifies additional opportunities to 
expand/enhance the neighborhood’s retail 
resources:

•	 Intersection of Rose and Middle 
Streets: This intersection currently 
supports retail businesses on three of its 
four corners, and the fourth corner (at 
the intersection’s southwest corner), is 
currently zoned ‘neighborhood business’ 
but is occupied by residential uses. The 
intersection lends itself to retail services, 
and could benefit by one, modest 
physical property upgrades and two, 
gradual conversion of residential uses to 
retail in the parcels currently zoned for 
retail. As well, adjacent to the northwest 
and southwest corners of the intersection 
are two of the only vacant lots in the 
target neighborhood area – encouraging 
the development of these parcels into 
new retail, or acquiring the parcels and 

sponsoring their development would 
strengthen this intersection as one of the 
neighborhood’s principal retail districts.

•	 Areas currently zoned residential: The 
other concentration of neighborhood 
retail is along N. School Street, between 
and flanking the intersections of Kam IV 
and N. School and Anonui and N. School. 
At the intersection of Kam IV and N. 
School, the northwest corner, there are 
residential parcels that could be re-zoned 
to either ‘neighborhood business’ or 
‘community business’. The same is true 
with the parcel flanking this intersection’s 
southwest corner. Re-zoning these 
parcels with the goal of gradually 
converting to retail use would strengthen 
the viability of this stretch of N. School 
Street as another easily accessible retail 
resource for the target neighborhood. 

JOINT-USE 
OPPORTUNITIES
There are a number of public schools and 
private institutions that have grounds and/
or facilities that are currently available to 
the neighborhood for both recreation and 
community events – a number of these 
were utilized for public meetings in the 
course of the preparation of this master 
plan.  The design team heard no comments 
from either Kuhio Park or neighborhood 
residents regarding the need or the use (or 
lack thereof) of joint-use facilities, with the 
exception of Linapuni Elementary School as 
an important community resource. In further 
discussions with Education Task Force 
members, Linapuni Elementary School re-
cast as an “Early Childhood Learning Center” 
was a concept extensively discussed.  
Though not part of the scope of this master 
planning effort, we would recommend that 
a conceptual program for such a facility be 
developed and from that, a corresponding 
physical master plan concept for the school 
site could be quickly generated. 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
IDENTITY: 
As previously mentioned, the overriding 
goal of the plans prepared for the greater 
Kalihi neighborhood – and by extension, 
Kuhio Park and the surrounding target 
neighborhood – focus on creating a place of 
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“choice and pride”. They seek to help create 
a place where people actively choose to 
reside and raise their families, and this goal 
has informed all of the recommendations 
advanced in both the Housing and the 
Neighborhood Strategies described in 
this Charrette Report. But while many of 
these recommendations require substantial 
funding and/or public policy actions, there 
are a series of simpler measures that could 
begin prior to some of the more substantive: 

•	 Monument Signs: There are a couple 
of potential locations – on Kuhio Park 
property – that could accommodate the 
installation of monument signs marking 
the entry to the Kuhio Park community. 
One obvious location would be the 
southwest corner at the intersection of 
Linapuni and N. School. Appropriately 
designed entry identification, especially 
in lieu of the current gates and 
guardhouses, would identify the entry 
to Kuhio Park as something special and 
unique for both residents and visitors;

•	 Banner Program: Many communities 
use street light mounted banners 
to identify neighborhoods and/or 
feature community events. If combined 
with a streetscape program that 
includes “branded” street lighting and 
street furnishings (benches, trash 
receptacles, transit shelters, signage) 
and even an active public art program, 
a banner program can – for a relatively 
modest cost – be a strong and very 
positive neighborhood identifier;

•	 Blight Reduction: The target 
neighborhood surrounding Kuhio Park is 
relatively free of blighted properties, but 
the block-by-block survey did identify a 
number of commercial and residential 
properties whose current conditions 
were deemed to be “unsatisfactory”.  
An active program of education 
focused on identification of code and 
health/safety violations followed by 
grants and/or low-cost loans to help 
residents upgrade and beautify their 
properties would also serve to improve 
residents’ and visitors perception of 
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the neighborhood and by extension, 
support  real improvements in safety and 
security as well as increases to overall 
property values. Even with an average 
home value of $600,000 in the target 
neighborhood area, many homeowners, 
especially those who are experiencing 
economic challenges, may not be able 
to make even modest upgrades to their 
properties – reasonable levels of financial 
assistance could be of considerable 
help to individual property owners as 
well as to the greater neighborhood. 

THIS MAP SUMMARIZES THROUGH COLOR CODING, THE RESULTS OF THE BLOCK-BY-BLOCK SURVEY. THE RED IDENTIFIES PROPERTIES 
DEEMED “UNSATISFACTORY,” BUT THE TARGET NEIGHBORHOOD AS A WHOLE IS NOT BLIGHTED.

BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF PROPOSED KUHIO PARK REPLACEMENT HOUSING

BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF PROPOSED KUHIO PARK SENIORS RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT AND PROPOSED RECREATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES 
COMPLEX AS REPLACEMENT FOR EXISTING PACT BUILDING. 
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Existing retail – physical conditions upgrade 
opportunities

Parcels currently zoned “neighborhood 
business” but with residential use. Potential 
for future neighborhood retail development

Currently zoned “residential,” but 
commercial use. Recommend 
zoning change to “neighborhood 
business”

Enhanced four-way intersection 
(pavement striping and traffic 
surface painting, dynamic 
signage/crossing indicators)

Potential street connection and neighborhood 
pocket-parks/open space 
(easement/acquisition required) Existing retail – physical conditions upgrade opportunity

Currently zoned “residential.” Recommend zoning 
change to “neighborhood business” to allow for 
future retail development

Kam IV streetscape improvements:
-Defined sidewalks, both sides of street
-Consistent and uniform street lighting
-Street tress and landscape enhancement program
-Elimination of street parking on at least north side of street
-Enforce public right-of-way (eliminate private encroachment)

Enhanced intersection (pavement striping and painting)

Currently zoned “residential” – recommend zoning change to “neigh-
borhood business” to allow for future retail development

New street connection from Owene to Kuhio Park

Enhanced intersection (pavement striping and traffic surface painting)

Removal of existing gate at Ahonui Street

New Market Halé and outdoor community 
seating/gathering space

N. School Street Improvements:
-Defined bike paths
-Sidewalk repair
-Consistent and uniform “branded” street lighting
-Street tree and landscape enhancement program
-Improved transit stops and shelters

Significant retail redevelopment or existing 
retail physical conditions upgrade opportunity 
(Sunny’s Market and adjacent retail)

Monument signage marking entry to Kuhio Park

Removal of existing Kuhio Park 
gate/guard shack

Enhanced intersection (pavement striping 
and traffic surface painting)

Existing retail – retail redevelopment and/or 
physical conditions upgrade opportunity

Potential new Kalihi Stream crossing 
(easement/acquisition required), with enhanced 
access to/from N. School Street

Potential new Kalihi Stream crossing 
(easement/acquisition required), with en-
hanced access to/from Gulick

Kuhio Park perimeter pathway/ “fitness loop” 
with shaded seating/resting areas and access 
to new proposed Kalihi Stream crossing and 
neighborhood street connections

Community park

Round House and community gathering space

Terraces ADA accessible walkway from Kuhio 
Park to grade and Richard Lane (replace existing 
elevated, caged bridge structure)

New ADA Accessible pedestrian bridge at 
Kalihi Stream with defined pathway through 
grounds of Kalihi Waena Elementary School 
through to Gulick

Lighting at Richard Lane and H-1 Underpass

Potential new street connection from 
Hiu to Kuhio Park and creation of 
neighborhood pocket park 
(easement/acquisition required)

Rose streetscape improvements:
-Defined sidewalk on west side of street
-Eliminate street parking on west side of street
-Consistent street lighting

Removal of existing guard shack

Typical, properties identified as being in 
“unsatisfactory” condition as per block-
by-block survey are candidates for home 
owner/property owner ‘beautification’ 
and/or property improvement assistance

Potential pedestrian connection/pocket park 
from Palena to Kuhio Park’s perimeter path-
way (easement/acquisition required)

Potential “shift” of exist-
ing open, green space 
from Fort Shafter to 
neighborhood for use 
as neightborhood 
pocket park

Enhanced three-way intersection (pavement 
striping and traffic surface painting, dynamic 
signage/crossing indicators)

Middle Street streetscape improvements:
-Defined bike paths
-Sidewalk repair
-Consistent “branded” street lighting
-Street tree and landscape enhancement 
program

-Improved transit stops/shelters

Kahauiki Street streetscape improvements:
-defined side walk on west side of street 
from Kam IV intersection to Middle Street

-Eliminate street parking, west side of street

Vacant lots as potential neighborhood retail 
development opportunities

Existing retail – physical conditions upgrade 
opportunities

Enhanced intersection (pavement striping and 
traffic surface painting, signage)

KUHIO PARK MASTER PLAN:
THE NEIGHBORHOOD COMPONENT

:



Residential 
Architectural 
Precedents
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KUHIO PARK RESIDENTS ATTENDING THE COMMUNITY CHARRETTES WERE ACCEPTING OF MULTI-STORY, HIGHER DENSITY, REPLACEMENT 
HOUSING, AS LONG AS ADJACENT, DEDICATED COMMUNITY OPEN SPACE CAN BE ACCOMMODATED. 

BECAUSE OF ITS RELATIVELY LOW DENSITY, EXISTING LOW-RISE HOUSING 
MAINTAINS A GOOD RELATIONSHIP WITH THE EXTERIOR AND THE 
ADJACENT GROUND PLANE.

THE APPARENT MASS OF HIGHER DENSITY HOUSING CAN BE 
MITIGATED BY ‘STEPPING’ THE PLAN. 

THIS PROJECT FEATURES A UNIT ENTRIES WITH FRONT PORCHES – 
GERMANE TO GROUND FLOOR UNITS FRONTING LINAPUNI.

THIS PROJECT FEATURES CENTRALIZED, OPEN STAIRS AND HIGHLY 
VISIBLE CHILDREN’S PLAY AREAS. GOOD VISIBILITY FROM UNITS TO 
PLAY AREAS  IS CRITICAL  TO KUHIO PARK RESIDENTS. 

THIS PROJECT FEATURES HIGHER DENSITY HOUSING ON TOP OF 
PODIUM PARKING, SIMILAR TO WHAT WILL BE ENCOUNTERED AT 
VILLAGES ‘J’ AND ‘H.’



1 BEDROOM 
650 SF

2 BEDROOM 
850 SF

3 BEDROOM 
1,100SF

3 BEDROOM, TWO-LEVEL “TOWNHOUSE” 
1,300 SF

ALTERNATE 3 BEDROOM 
1,200 SF

1 BEDROOM SENIOR UNIT 
650 SF

Typical Floor Plans 
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DW

BREEZEWAY

0’ 2’ 4’ 8’ 16’

BEDROOM 2BEDROOM 1 LIVING
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UPPER LEVELLOWER LEVEL

DW

0’ 2’ 4’ 8’ 16’



Conceptual Elevations

ELEVATIONS COMING

ELEVATIONS COMING



Park & Pathways Precedents

KUHIO PARK RESIDENTS EXPRESSED A STRONG DESIRE FOR SHADED, 
AGE APPROPRIATE PLAY AREAS.

LOCKABLE PLAY AREA – KUHIO PARK RESIDENTS EXPRESSED A 
DESIRE FOR PLAY AREAS WHOSE ACCESS CAN BE CONTROLLED

UNIQUE PANING MATERIALS CAN HELP DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN 
PEDESTRIAN AND VEHICULAR CIRCULATION. 

POCKET PARK-RESTING– KUHIO PARK RESIDENT EMBRACED THE IDEA 
OF THE PERIMETER PATHWAY, BUT EXPERIENCED, BUT EXPRESSED 
THE DESIRE FOR SHADED SEATING/REST AREAS – THESE AREAS 
PROVIDE GOOD OPPORTUNITIES FOR LOCALLY SOURCED, PUBLIC ART

Transit / Bike Use Precedents

THE NEIGHBORHOOD TRANSIT STOP IS ONE OF THE FEW THAT HAS AN 
ADEQUATE SHELTER, ADEQUATE QUEUING SPACE AND ADEQUATE BUS 
PARKING SPACE – TOGETHER, THESE FACTORS ENCOURAGE PUBLIC 
TRANSIT USE

DEDICATED BIKE LANES RATHER THAN “SHARROWS,” ARE SAFER AND 
MORE LIKELY TO BE USED. 

THIS WAIKIKI BIKE RACK PROVIDES A VISIBLE AND EASY PLACE TO 
SECURE BIKES – ENCOURAGING RIDERSHIP..

TRANSIT SHELTERS IN THE TARGET NEIGHBORHOOD COULD BE 
DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOR THE NEIGHBORHOOD, SUPPORTING A 
UNIQUE IDENTITY,.



Stream Enhancement / 
Bridge Precedents

Street-Scape Precedents

KUHIO PARK AND NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTS EXPRESSED A DESIRE FOR KALIHI STREAM TO BECOME A COMMUNITY ASSET, WITH VISIBILITY, 
ACCESSIBILITY, AND A VENUE FOR COMMUNITY GATHERINGS AND EVENTS. THIS IMAGE IS OF A FORMER DRAINAGE CHANNEL IN DOWNTOWN 
SEOUL  – CONVERTED INTO A SIGNIFICANT PUBLIC AMENITIES

THE MASTER PLAN PROPOSES A NUMBER OF NEW KALIHI STREET, CROSSINGS. PEDESTRIAN BRIDGES, SUCH AS THIS EXAMPLE, ARE ANOTHER 
OPPORTUNITY  TO ENLIST LOCAL ARTISTS AND CRAFTS PEOPLE TO HELP CREATE SITE SPECIFIC, UNIQUE STRUCTURES. 

THE USE OF NEW PAVEMENT PAINT AND COATING PRODUCTS 
REPRESENT A COST-EFFECTIVE WAY TO VERY CLEARLY IDENTIFY AND 
DIFFERENTIATE PEDESTRIAN AND VEHICULAR PATHWAYS – LEADING 
TO ENHANCED SAFETY

PAVING MATERIALS WITH CONTRASTING COLORS CAN HELP IDENTIFY 
A SECTION OF A VEHICULAR STREET AS A “SPECIAL ZONE”  – PERHAPS 
ONE THAT CAN BE QUICKLY CONVERTED INTO A PEDESTRIAN 
ENVIRONMENT FOR SPECIAL EVENTS

CLEAR DEFINITION BETWEEN  MODES OF TRAVEL ENCOURAGE 
WALKING AND BIKE USE

CONSISTENT AND ADEQUATE STREET LIGHTING AND A WELL-
MANAGED BANNER PROGRAM CAN HELP PROMOTE BOTH 
COMMUNITY INDENTITY AND PRIDE AS WELL AS PUBLIC SAFETY
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Powerpoint	Presentation
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Powerpoint	Presentation

•	 Charrette	No.	3	/		Neighborhood	Meeting	No.	3	
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•	 Bibliography



CNI KUHIO PARK 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
TRANSFORMATION 
PLAN

VISION FOR THE 
COMMUNITY

VISION FOR THE KUHIO PARK COMMUNITY

 Pedestrian Friendly
 Safe
 Culturally Diverse
 Access to Services
 Access to Opportunities
 A place of  “Choice and Pride”

NEIGHBORHOOD 
STRATEGY

NEIGHBORHOOD STRATEGY

 Kalihi as a Place of Choice
 Improve Existing Retail
 Attract New Retail
 Increase Public Safety
 Improve Connections to Public Transit,

Current and Future
 Improve Recreation Facilities

HOUSING 
STRATEGY

HOUSING STRATEGY

 Create housing appropriate for a variety of 
households and incomes

 Create housing with modern amenities 
 Create housing that’s accessible
 Create housing that’s “sustainable”
 Create housing and a community that’s safe
 At a minimum, replace 174 units of existing 

public housing
 Minimize disruption due to relocation

THE CORE MASTER
PLANNING TEAM

 Michaels Development Group

 Hawaii Public Housing Authority

 EJP Consulting Group

 WRNS STUDIO Hawai`i

 Umemoto Cassandro Design Corp

Charrette No. 1  /  Neighborhood Meeting 
No. 1 Powerpoint Presentation

SCHEDULE

MASTER PLANNING SCHEDULE

 April 30 / May1
Community Charrette #1
Neighborhood Meeting #1
Project Introduction / Community Input

 May 28 / May 29
Community Charrette #2
Neighborhood Meeting #2
Master Plan Alternatives / Community Input

MASTER PLANNING SCHEDULE

 June 25 / June 26
Community Charrette #3
Neighborhood Meeting #3
Preferred Master Plan Alternative / 
Community Input

 July 24
Draft Master Plan

 August 21
Final Master Plan

STATIONS

STATIONS
 ASSETS & AMENITIES
 LANDSCAPE/

OPEN SPACE
 HOUSING

 PUBLIC SAFETY/
GETTING AROUND

 RELOCATION  

TAHOE CITY 
TRANSIT CENTER
Tahoe City, California

WRNS STUDIO HAWAI`I 
UMEMOTO CASSANDRO

WATSONVILLE WATER 
RESOURCES CENTER
Watsonville, California

BREAK



HAYES VALLEY 
PLAYGROUND
San Francisco, California

INTERNATIONAL HOTEL
HIGH-RISE SENIOR
HOUSING COMPLEX
San Francisco, California

THE PRESIDIO,
BELLES STREET
TOWNHOMES
San Francisco, California

CROCKER MIDDLE
SCHOOL TECHNOLOGY,
LECTURE & BAND
CLASSROOM BUILDING
Hillsborough, California

 Est. 2005 
 70 People
 Diverse Portfolio
 30 Design Awards
 25 LEED Projects
 3 Net Zero 

Energy Projects

 1 Living Building -
Petal Recognition 
candidate

 Ranked #1 
Architecture Firm 
in the U.S. 
Architect Magazine 
(2013)

WRNS RUMSEY TRIBAL
COMMUNITY CENTER
& SCHOOL
Brooks, California

WATSONVILLE WATER 
RESOURCES CENTER
Watsonville, California

WRNS Studio – our work STATE OF HAWAI‘I
DEPT OF EDUCATION
SUSTAINABILITY
ADVISORS
Statewide, HI

Umemoto Cassandro
Design Corp. 
Est. 1997

•Based in Kailua, Oahu

•Facility and Campus Master Planning
•Landscape Architecture

•Open Space, Park and Recreational Facility 
Planning and Design

•12 Professional Design Awards
 



CNI KUHIO PARK 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
TRANSFORMATION 
PLAN 

SCHEDULE 

MASTER PLANNING SCHEDULE 
§  April 30 / May1 

Community Charrette #1 
Neighborhood Meeting #1 
Project Introduction / Community Input 

§  May 12 
Informal Meeting with Low Rise Residents 

§  May 28 / May 29 
Community Charrette #2 
Neighborhood Meeting #2 
Master Plan Alternatives / Community Input 

LANDSCAPE & OPEN 
SPACE 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

STATIONS 

§  Station 1: The Neighborhood 
Rochelle & Jeff 

§  Station 2: Landscape & Open Space 
Jason 

§  Station 3: Housing 
Adam 

Charrette No. 2  /  Neighborhood Meeting 
No. 2 Powerpoint Presentation

MASTER PLANNING SCHEDULE 

§  June 25 / June 26 
Community Charrette #3 
Neighborhood Meeting #3 
Preferred Master Plan Alternative / 
Community Input 

§  July 24 
Draft Master Plan 

§  August 21 
Final Master Plan 

INSPIRATION 

THE CORE MASTER 
PLANNING TEAM 

 
§  Michaels Development Group 

§  Hawaii Public Housing Authority 

§  EJP Consulting Group 

§  WRNS STUDIO Hawai`i 

§  Umemoto Cassandro Design Corp 

VISION FOR THE 
COMMUNITY 



VISION FOR THE KUHIO PARK COMMUNITY 

§  Pedestrian Friendly 
§  Safe 
§  Culturally Diverse 
§  Access to Services 
§  Access to Opportunities 
§  A place of  “Choice and Pride” 

NEIGHBORHOOD & 
HOUSING STRATEGY 

NEIGHBORHOOD STRATEGY 

§  Kalihi as a Place of Choice 
§  Improve Existing Retail 
§  Attract New Retail 
§  Increase Public Safety 
§  Improve Connections to Public Transit, 

Current and Future 
§  Improve Recreation Facilities 

HOUSING STRATEGY 

§  Create housing appropriate for a variety of 
households and incomes 

§  Create housing with modern amenities  
§  Create housing that’s accessible 
§  Create housing that’s “sustainable” 
§  Create housing and a community that’s safe 
§  At a minimum, replace 174 units of existing 

public housing 
§  Minimize disruption due to relocation 



CNI KUHIO PARK 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
TRANSFORMATION 
PLAN 

SCHEDULE 

MASTER PLANNING SCHEDULE 
§  April 30 / May1 

Community Charrette #1 
Neighborhood Meeting #1 
Project Introduction / Community Input 

§  May 12 
Informal Meeting with Low Rise Residents 

§  May 28 / May 29 
Community Charrette #2 
Neighborhood Meeting #2 
Master Plan Alternatives / Community Input 

MASTER PLANNING SCHEDULE 

§  June 25 
Joint Community / Neighborhood  
Meeting #3 
Preferred Master Plan Alternative / 
Community Input 

§  July 24 
Draft Master Plan 

§  August 21 
Final Master Plan 

INSPIRATION 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

THE CORE MASTER 
PLANNING TEAM 

 
§  Michaels Development Group 

§  Hawaii Public Housing Authority 

§  EJP Consulting Group 

§  WRNS STUDIO Hawai`i 

§  Umemoto Cassandro Design Corp 

Charrette No. 3  /  Neighborhood Meeting 
No. 3 Powerpoint Presentation

VISION FOR THE 
COMMUNITY 



KUHIO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD
TRANSFORMATION PLAN

LANDSCAPE SITE PLAN

VISION FOR THE KUHIO PARK COMMUNITY 

§  Pedestrian Friendly 
§  Safe 
§  Culturally Diverse 
§  Access to Services 
§  Access to Opportunities 
§  A place of  “Choice and Pride” 

LANDSCAPE & OPEN 
SPACE 



STATIONS 

§  Station 1: The Neighborhood 
Jeff 

§  Station 2: Landscape & Open Space 
Jason 

§  Station 3: Housing 
Adam 

NEIGHBORHOOD & 
HOUSING STRATEGY 

NEIGHBORHOOD STRATEGY 

§  Kalihi as a Place of Choice 
§  Improve Existing Retail 
§  Attract New Retail 
§  Increase Public Safety 
§  Improve Connections to Public Transit, 

Current and Future 
§  Improve Recreation Facilities 

HOUSING STRATEGY 

§  Create housing appropriate for a variety of 
households and incomes 

§  Create housing with modern amenities  
§  Create housing that’s accessible 
§  Create housing that’s “sustainable” 
§  Create housing and a community that’s safe 
§  At a minimum, replace 174 units of existing 

public housing 
§  Minimize disruption due to relocation 
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1 MILE RADIUS

1/2 MILE RADIUS

1. Sunny Mart
RETAIL

3. Aloha Island Mart

5. Jack in the Box
6. Kam IV East Food Deli-Grocers

9. K&G Grocery

7. Fort Shafter Hair-Nails Beauty
8. PPJ Barber Shop

10. S&P Kitchen
11. T&L Market
12. Middle Street Meat Market

4. 7-Eleven

2. Kalihi Market

13. Kamehameha Shopping Center
14. Walgreens
15. Dillingham Shopping Plaza
16. Waiakamilo Shopping Center
17. Kapalama Shopping Center

21. Kalihi Waena Elementary School

18. Linapuni Elementary School
SCHOOLS

22. Dole Middle School
23. Kaewai Elementary School
24. Kapalama Elementary School

19. Fern Elementary Schoool
20. St. John the Baptist Catholic School

25. Kalihi Palama Public Library
LIBRARY/MUSEUM

26. Bishop Museum

27. KKV Clinic
HEALTHCARE

28. KKV Comprehensive Family Service Wellness Center

29. Kuhio Park Terrace Family Center
COMMUNITY CENTER

31. Kalihi YMCA
30. Susannah Wesley Community Center

37. Hawaiian Cedar Church
38. Jikoen Hongwanji Temple

36. Full Gospel Temple

32. Community of Christ Church
CHURCH

33. Kalihi & Moanalua Church

35. Apostolic Faith Church
34. Hawaiian Pentecostal Full Gospel Assembly Church

39. Hawaiian Pentecostal Full Gospel Assembly

41. Koboji Shingon Mission
40. Jikoen Hongwanji

42. Higashi Hongwanji Mission

47. Kamehameha Field

44. Kalihi-Waena Neighborhood Park
43. Kamehameha Community Park
PARK/PLAYGROUNDS

48. Kalihi Valley District Park
49. Dole Middle School Swimming Pool

46. Fern Playground
45. Kuhio Park

54. Bank of Hawaii
55. American Saving Bank
56. Territorial Saving Bank

53. Hawaii National Bank

50. Bank of Hawaii
BANKS

51. House of Finance
52. Bank of Hawaii

57. Kalihi Transit Center
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

58. Kalihi Police Department
PUBLIC SAFETY

1-MILE RADIUS MAP
Date : 08.21.2014
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AERIAL VIEW
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ZONING MAP
Date : 08.21.2014

Industrial Mixed Use

Federal & Military Preservation

Intensive Industrial

Community Business

Neighborhood Business

Community Business Mixed Use 

General Preservation

Low-density Apartment

Medium-density Apartment

Residential

Zoning Height RestrictionXX’

0 125 250 500 1000 ft

150’

60’

200’
60’

60’60’
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ASSETS & AMENITIES
Date : 08.21.2014

Schools

Retail

Community

Church

Bank

Healthcare

Dole Middle School

Linapuni
Elementary

School

Kalihi Waena
Elementary

School

Fern Elementary
School

St. John the Baptist
Catholic School

Sunny’s Mart

Kalihi Gift Shop

Tasty Chop Suey

Freedom

Mixed Retail

Gulick Delicatessan

Kamehameha 
Shopping Center

7-Eleven
Gas Station

Aloha Island
Gas Station/Mart

Safety Loan

Jack in 
the Box

Kam IV Fast Food
Deli-Grocers

Middle Street
Meat Market

Chevron 
Gas Station

T&L
Market

S&P
Kitchen

Cash & Plus

KS 
Market

Island Sign

Fort Shafter
Hair-Nails Beauty

EBJ Mini Mart
Modern Fashion

R.V. Automotive

Royce’s Mini Mart
Shafter Pawn

Fastop
Gas Station/Market

Community
Hall

Playground

Hawaii 
Masons’
Union

Community
Garden

Hawaii
Farm Bureau
Federatopm

Early Head
Start

Resource Center
PACT Headquarters

Teen Center

KVIBE

KKV Dental Clinic &
Job Training Center

Kokua Kalihi Valley
Main Clinic (KKV)

Pavillion

Kalihi YMCA

Kalihi Child Care

Hawaiian 
Cedar Church

Kalihi and 
MoanaluaChurch

Community
of Christ Church

Full Gospel Temple

Apostolic 
Faith Church Hawaii Pentecostal

Full Gospel Assembly

Jikoen Hongwanji
Temple

Jikoen Hongwanji

Samoan Full 
Gospel Church

Kalihi Palama 
Public Library

Bishop Museum

First Hawaiian Bank

Bishop Museum

Sunny’s Mart

KKV

Community Hall

Linapuni Elementary School
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BLOCK BY BLOCK SURVEY
Date : 08.21.2014

Unsatisfactory

Good

Fair

Needs Improvement

Vacant Lot

Neutral

Kalihi Palama 
Public Library

Bishop Museum

KKV Dental Clinic &
Job Training Center

Kokua Kalihi Valley
Main Clinic (KKV)

Sunny’s Mart

Kalihi Gift Shop

Tasty Chop Suey

Freedom

Mixed Retail

Gulick Delicatessan

Kamehameha 
Shopping Center

7-Eleven
Gas Station

Aloha Island
Gas Station/Mart

Safety LoanJack in 
the Box

Kam IV Fast Food
Deli-Grocers

Middle Street
Meat Market

Chevron 
Gas Station

T&L
Market

S&P
Kitchen

Cash & Plus

KS 
Market

Island Sign

Fort Shafter
Hair-Nails Beauty

EBJ Mini Mart
Modern Fashion

R.V. Automotive

Royce’s Mini Mart
Shafter Pawn

Fastop
Gas Station/Market

St. John the Baptist
Catholic School

Community
Hall

Playground

Hawaii 
Masons’
Union

Community
Garden

Hawaii
Farm Bureau
Federatopm

Early Head
Start

Resource Center
PACT Headquarters

Teen Center

KVIBE

Pavillion

Kalihi YMCA

Kalihi Child Care

Dole Middle School

Linapuni
Elementary

School

Kalihi Waena
Elementary

School

Fern
Elementary

School

First Hawaiian Bank

Hawaiian 
Cedar Church

Kalihi and 
MoanaluaChurch

Community
of Christ Church

Full Gospel Temple

Apostolic 
Faith Church

Hawaii Pentecostal
Full Gospel Assembly

Jikoen Hongwanji
Temple

Jikoen Hongwanji

Samoan Full 
Gospel Church
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BUILDING PLAN & SECTION
Date : 08.21.2014
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PLAN 01

SECTION 01

PLAN 02

SECTION 02
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1 MILE RADIUS

1/2 MILE RADIUS

Middle Street
Station

Kalihi Station

CAPITAL AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN
Date : 08.21.2014

Rehabilitation of Streets, Unit 48

Portion of King Street to be reconstructed across the 
full width.  Project is currently in the design phase 
and construction phase is estimated to commence in 
late 2015 or 2016

Rehabilitation of Localized Streets, 
Phase 12B &12C

Resurfacing of roadways south of H1 highway with 
edge to edge pavement and possible minor regrad-
ing work.  Project is scope and candidate streets are 
currently being defined and schedule to be deter-
mined

Tower at Kuhio Park & Site 
Improvements

Public-private project completed in 2013, renovated 
and transformed the  555 unit public housing towers 
to state-of-the-art affordable housing apartments with 
enhanced facilities, social service programs and rec-
reational activities

Awa Sewer Relief Improvements

Various Sewer improvements to address  aging 
sewer infrastructure and capacity. Project is cur-
rently in the design phase and construction phase is 
estimated for 2017 through 2020

Rehabilitation of Streets Unit 75

Portion of N. School Street and Middle Street to be 
reconstructed across the full width.  Project is cur-
rently in the design phase and construction phase is 
to be determined

Complete Street Project 

Complete Street Project at Fern Elementary School-
Kamehameha IV  Road safe route to school improve-
ments conceptual design is scheduled for 2014.  
Final design and construction by the City and County 
of Honolulu for project completion in 2016 or 2017

Honolulu High–Capacity Transit 
Corridor Project

The U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Tran-
sit Administration and the City and County of Hono-
lulu are undertaking the construction of a light rail 
line between East Kapolei and the Ala Moana Center 
with a Middle Street Station and Kalihi Station. The 
rail systems is projected for completion in 2019

Bus Stop ADA Access Improvements 
Project 

N. School St. at Linapuni St. Bus shelter installed to 
meet ADA requirements & trash receptacle replaced. 
Project was completed in 2014

H1 Freeway Rehabilitation Project

Major reconstruction federal aided project to upgrade, 
repair, and resurface a portion of the H1 highway be-
tween Middle Street to Ward Avenue with the intent to 
prolong roadway surface life and address congestion. 
The project is projected for completion in Summer 
2014

Site and Roadway Improvements at 
Kuhio Park Terrace

Street resurfacing and accessible pathway and utility 
pole improvements. Project is currently completing 
the design phase and construction phase is esti-
mated for 2014 through 2015

Rehabilitation of Localized Streets, 
Phase 12A

Resurfacing of roadways north of H1 highway with 
edge to edge pavement and possible minor regrad-
ing work.  Project is currently in the design phase 
and construction phase is estimated for 2015 
through 2016

Middle Street Pavement Reconstruction 

Reconstruction/replacement of the existing asphalt 
pavement with concrete pavement.  Replacement of 
existing and new street lights, and pedestrian, guard-
rail and drainage improvements.  Construction to 
begin in late 2014- 2015 and  be completed in 2016
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LANDSCAPE DIAGRAM
Date : 08.21.2014

AG ENTRY AMPHITHEATER

MARKET SQUARE WALKWAY

KUHIO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD
TRANSFORMATION PLAN

LANDSCAPE SECTION
Date : 08.21.2014

LANDSCAPE RAMP PLAN

EXISTING OVER BRIDGE

LANDSCAPE RAMP SECTION

0 1 2 4 ft

0 2 4 8 ft
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LANDSCAPE SITE PLAN
Date : 08.21.2014

• WRNS STUDIO HAWAI’I 
• MICHAELS DEVELOPMENT COMPANY
• HAWAII PUBLIC HOUSING AUTHORITY
• EJP CONSULTING GROUP

KUHIO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD
TRANSFORMATION PLAN   

LANDSCAPE SITE PLAN
Date : 08.21.2014
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OPEN SPACE
Date : 08.21.2014

Open Space

Kalihi Valley
District Park

Fern Community
Park

Kamehameha
Community Park

Kalihi-Waena
Neighborhood Park

Kamehameha
Field

Dole Middle School 
Swimming Pool

Kamehameha Community Park

Stream

Kamehameha Field

Park

Park
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PARCEL MAP
Date : 08.21.2014

Kuhio Park Target Neighborhood

KPT Low Rise

Kuhio Homes
Linapuni Elementary
Kamehameha Community Park
Towers 0 125 250 500 1000 ft
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PEDESTRIAN & BIKE PATHS
Date : 08.21.2014

Pedestrian Road near Sunny Mart

Ahonui Street

Kamehameha IV Road

Owene Lane

Bike Rack

Walking School
Bus Route
Pedestrian 
Sidewalk

Proposed
Bike Lane

Bike Rack

0 125 250 500 1000 ft
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PLAN DIAGRAM
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PLAN DIAGRAM
Date : 08.21.2014

Diagram 01 Diagram 02

Diagram 03 Diagram 04
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PUBLIC TRANSIT & PARKING
Date : 08.21.2014

Bus

Parking Lot

Parking Lot

Street Parking

Kuhio Park Target 
Neighborhood 

4000 ft

Middle Street
Kalihi

Bus Stop

Bus Route

Parking

Paratransit Service
(within 3/4miles)

Rail Route

Rail Station

0 125 250 500 1000 ft
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SAFETY & SECURITY
Date : 08.21.2014

Street Light

Safety Issue

Without Sidewalk

Trash Bin

Gates to KPT

Bridge

Bridge

Stream area

Richard Lane
&

Underpass

Gates to KPT

Parking around
Linapuni

Elementary
School

Gates to KPT

Gates to KPT

Sunny Mart

KKV

KKV

Gates to KPT

Bridge

Bridge

Richard Lane Underpass

Gates to KPT
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SITE ANALYSIS - Sun & Shadow Study
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CAPITAL AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN
Date : 08.21.2014

Rehabilitation of Streets, Unit 48

Portion of King Street to be reconstructed across the 
full width.  Project is currently in the design phase 
and construction phase is estimated to commence in 
late 2015 or 2016

Rehabilitation of Localized Streets, 
Phase 12B &12C

Resurfacing of roadways south of H1 highway with 
edge to edge pavement and possible minor regrad-
ing work.  Project is scope and candidate streets are 
currently being defined and schedule to be deter-
mined

Tower at Kuhio Park & Site 
Improvements

Public-private project completed in 2013, renovated 
and transformed the  555 unit public housing towers 
to state-of-the-art affordable housing apartments with 
enhanced facilities, social service programs and rec-
reational activities

Awa Sewer Relief Improvements

Various Sewer improvements to address  aging 
sewer infrastructure and capacity. Project is cur-
rently in the design phase and construction phase is 
estimated for 2017 through 2020

Rehabilitation of Streets Unit 75

Portion of N. School Street and Middle Street to be 
reconstructed across the full width.  Project is cur-
rently in the design phase and construction phase is 
to be determined

Complete Street Project 

Complete Street Project at Fern Elementary School-
Kamehameha IV  Road safe route to school improve-
ments conceptual design is scheduled for 2014.  
Final design and construction by the City and County 
of Honolulu for project completion in 2016 or 2017

Honolulu High–Capacity Transit 
Corridor Project

The U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Tran-
sit Administration and the City and County of Hono-
lulu are undertaking the construction of a light rail 
line between East Kapolei and the Ala Moana Center 
with a Middle Street Station and Kalihi Station. The 
rail systems is projected for completion in 2019

Bus Stop ADA Access Improvements 
Project 

N. School St. at Linapuni St. Bus shelter installed to 
meet ADA requirements & trash receptacle replaced. 
Project was completed in 2014

H1 Freeway Rehabilitation Project

Major reconstruction federal aided project to upgrade, 
repair, and resurface a portion of the H1 highway be-
tween Middle Street to Ward Avenue with the intent to 
prolong roadway surface life and address congestion. 
The project is projected for completion in Summer 
2014

Site and Roadway Improvements at 
Kuhio Park Terrace

Street resurfacing and accessible pathway and utility 
pole improvements. Project is currently completing 
the design phase and construction phase is esti-
mated for 2014 through 2015

Rehabilitation of Localized Streets, 
Phase 12A

Resurfacing of roadways north of H1 highway with 
edge to edge pavement and possible minor regrad-
ing work.  Project is currently in the design phase 
and construction phase is estimated for 2015 
through 2016

Middle Street Pavement Reconstruction 

Reconstruction/replacement of the existing asphalt 
pavement with concrete pavement.  Replacement of 
existing and new street lights, and pedestrian, guard-
rail and drainage improvements.  Construction to 
begin in late 2014- 2015 and  be completed in 2016



Retail Summary

WRNS	  Studio	  
April	  7,	  2014	  
	  
	  
SUMMARY:	  COLLIERS	  (CHCR)	  RETAIL	  DEVELOPMENT	  RECOMMENDATIONS	  
	  
Both	  demand	  models	  indicate	  that	  there	  is	  a	  positive	  residual	  demand	  for	  additional	  retail	  
stores	  within	  the	  primary	  trade	  area.	  The	  gap	  analysis	  report	  indicates	  that	  there	  are	  
consumer	  expenditures	  for	  general	  merchandise,	  food	  and	  drinking	  establishments	  and	  
clothing	  that	  is	  being	  spent	  outside	  of	  the	  target	  market.	  CHCR	  recommends	  a	  retail	  
development	  ranging	  in	  size	  from	  5,000	  to	  7,000	  square	  feet.	  	  
	  
Retailer	  categories	  to	  consider	  are:	  
1.	  Pharmacy/convenience	  store	  
2.	  Grocery	  food	  market	  
3.	  Fast	  food	  –	  plate	  lunch,	  snacks	  and	  bentos	  
4.	  Farmers	  market/swap	  meet	  
5.	  Incubator	  store	  space	  –	  provide	  sales	  space	  for	  items	  manufactured	  by	  KPT	  residents	  
	  

SnECTION	  FIVE:	  TARGET	  DEVELOPMENT	  OPTIONS	  

B	  CF	  
	  

A	  –	  Incorporate	  retail	  into	  low	  rise	  redevelopment	  
B	  –	  Expand	  retail	  offerings	  within	  existing	  KPT	  Resource	  Center	  
C	  –	  Redevelop	  HPHA	  site	  for	  commercial	  space	  (Solid	  Rock	  Church)	  
D-‐	  Acquire	  and	  redevelop	  Sonny’s	  Market	  site	  
E	  –	  Linapuni	  St	  Corner	  Lot	  Redevelopment	  
F	  –	  Acquire	  Jin’s	  Market	  for	  Redevelopment	  
Note:	  See	  Page	  35	  of	  Colliers	  Real	  Estate	  Study	  for	  more	  map	  details	  (exact	  locations	  of	  ‘A’	  
through	  ‘F’	  above.	  
	  
WRNS’	  File	  location	  Colliers	  Study:	  X:\Projects\14009.00	  Michaels	  Development	  Company\06.0	  
PrjInf\6.16	  Reports	  &	  Analysis2013-‐10-‐07_Colliers_Kuhio	  Park	  Choice	  Neighborhoods	  
Commercial	  Market	  Study	  
	  
	  
	  
TARGET OPPORTUNITIES 
 
CHCR	  identified	  six	  potential	  options	  to	  consider	  should	  Michaels	  Development	  decide	  to	  
pursue	  commercial	  development	  for	  the	  site.	  With	  limited	  vacant	  land	  available	  for	  expansion,	  
KPT	  would	  have	  to	  look	  at	  improving	  the	  space	  utilization	  of	  existing	  facilities.	  Additionally,	  
consideration	  should	  be	  given	  to	  acquiring	  properties	  along	  N.	  School	  Street	  which	  would	  
benefit	  from	  a	  broader	  market	  appeal	  and	  higher	  visibility.	  
	  
POTENTIAL	  OPPORTUNITIES	  FOR	  COMMERCIAL	  DEVELOPMENT	  
	  
Option	  A	  
With	  the	  redevelopment	  of	  the	  low	  rise	  units,	  Michaels	  
Development	  could	  incorporate	  some	  ground	  floor	  retail	  
spaces	  along	  Linapuni	  Street.	  Conditional	  use	  permits	  
or	  a	  zoning	  change	  would	  be	  needed	  to	  accomplish	  
this.	  Short	  term	  rentals	  could	  be	  incorporated	  into	  the	  
existing	  residential	  redevelopment	  strategy.	  
	  
Option	  B	  
The	  KPT	  Resource	  Center	  currently	  has	  a	  small	  sundry	  
shop	  that	  is	  manned	  infrequently.	  This	  site	  could	  be	  
expanded	  to	  incorporate	  additional	  retail	  space,	  as	  there	  
is	  an	  ample	  parking	  field	  fronting	  the	  building.	  
	  
Option	  C	  
HPHA	  has	  a	  building	  currently	  under	  lease	  with	  Solid	  
Rock	  Church	  that	  could	  be	  considered	  for	  
redevelopment.	  Adjacent	  to	  the	  KPT	  Resource	  Center,	  
this	  property	  appears	  dated	  and	  in	  need	  of	  upgrades.	  A	  
joint	  development	  agreement	  with	  HPHA	  and	  Solid	  
Rock	  Church	  could	  add	  additional	  square	  footage	  to	  the	  



site	  to	  incorporate	  additional	  commercial	  uses.	  
	  
Option	  D	  
A	  portion	  of	  TMK#	  1-‐1-‐3-‐39-‐9	  that	  is	  at	  the	  intersection	  
of	  Linapuni	  and	  N.	  School	  Street	  would	  be	  a	  highly	  
visible	  location	  and	  ideally	  situated	  to	  capture	  both	  
residents	  and	  non-‐resident	  commercial	  traffic.	  
	  
Option	  E	  
Sonny’s	  Market,	  located	  that	  the	  intersection	  of	  Linapuni	  
Street	  and	  N.	  School	  Street	  benefits	  from	  high	  visibility	  
and	  easy	  access	  to	  the	  residents	  from	  KPT.	  An	  inquiry	  
should	  be	  made	  into	  whether	  the	  owner	  of	  this	  site	  
would	  be	  willing	  to	  sell	  or	  participate	  in	  a	  joint	  venture	  to	  
improve	  the	  retail	  and	  commercial	  options	  for	  residents	  
in	  the	  area.	  
Owner:	  David	  JH	  Lee	  and	  YC	  So	  
TMK:	  1-‐1-‐3-‐14-‐1	  
Address:	  2215	  N.	  School	  St	  
Land	  Size:	  6,270	  sq.	  ft.	  
Building	  Size:	  5,304	  sq.	  ft.	  
Zoning:	  B-‐2	  (business/commercial)	  
Owner	  Address:	  5954	  Haleola	  St.	  Honolulu	  HI	  96821	  
	  
Option	  F	  
Located	  adjacent	  to	  the	  intersection	  of	  Linapuni	  Street	  
and	  N.	  School	  Street,	  this	  B-‐2	  zoned	  commercial	  site	  
could	  be	  acquired	  for	  redevelopment.	  Jin’s	  Market	  is	  
located	  on	  this	  parcel	  with	  several	  other	  tenants.	  
Owner:	  Sang	  Chun	  Mah	  
Land	  size:	  25,044	  sq.	  ft.	  
Building	  size:	  6,782	  sq.	  ft.	  
Zoning:	  B-‐2	  (business/commercial)	  
Owner	  address:	  5070	  Likini	  St.	  Apt.	  1407,	  Hon	  HI	  96816	  
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